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T H E 


ULE for Finding Eaſter | | 


In the BOOK of ; 


| | CommonePrayer, | 

þ | Explain'd and Vindicated againſt the Ex- 
ceptions of the late Learned Dr. Hallig, and 

i | rhe Miſrepreſentations of Mr. Baxter, MiCa- | 

lamy, and other Difſenrers. - k | 


— 4 


d 


W herein Directions are given for Finding 


| 

| 
the Eccleſiaſtical New and Full Moon'; the Dominical | 4 
Letter, &c. Together with a TABLE of the Lunar | | 
[ | and Solar Cycles, Golden Number, and Dominical Ler- 
| rers for 532 Years: Shewin that the Full Moon is | | 
the Fourteenth, not the 55 eenth Day Incluſive | 
from the New Moon. And a PREFAC E, giving | | 
ſ | an Hiftorical Account of the ſaid Rule, — the |- 

[ ſeveral Obje#ions made againf it. 


. -Together with 


An APPEN DIX; concerning the 


1 


True TIME of keeping St. Matthinfy 
Day in Leap-Years. : 


| Shewing, Thar it is to be kept on the 9 and apt | 
on the 25th of "February, as ſome Almanaels place it. 


| Wherein are inſerted A.B. Sancroft's ORDER, 
do the Clergy of his Province; And Dr. MY 


| Letter to Bp: Fel concerning the ſame, 4D. — | f 
1 bes Ihe Second \Editzon Cerretted. = F 
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LONDON 2 Printed for 7. Knapton at the Crews ; J. Hole: 


* land at the Bible and Ball, in St. Paul's Church-Yards 
and J. Downing in Bartholomem Cleſe, IF Me k 1 
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Advertiſement. 
| HE following Treatiſes were 
. publiſh'd ſeparately at different 
Times, and in the Year 1722 all to- 
gether, when the RULE for Finding 
EASTER in the Common- Pr ayer- Book, 
(the Subject of the firſt Treatiſe) as it 
is generally underſtood, ſeemed to 
fail. as I have ſhewn in the Aadver- 
riſement at the End of the Preface. 
They are now ſent abroad all to- 
gether this Year, when the RULE 
| ſeems to fail again, as it did then: 
The firſt ASTRONOMICAL Full- 
Moon, (viz. that fet 'down in the 
ALMANACKS) next after the One 
and Twentieth of March, falling on A- 
pril 18. and the Sunday following, VIZ. 
April 25. being the qth Sunday after 
EASTER. Whereas the ECCLE- 
SIASTIC AL Full Moon, meant in the 
RULE, (viz. the 14th day incluſtve 
from the New-4400n found by the 
Column of Golden Numbers to fall on 
March 9. the Golden Number of this 
Year being 5.) falls on March 22. and 
Dee tie 
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Advertiſement. 


me 2800 being the Sunday ſollowing, 
is EASTER-DAY, as it is placed in 


all the Almanacks of this Yeat, in the 


TABLE of Moveable Feaſts for Forty 


Years, and that for finding EASTER 
for ter. = $ih4 1 ny | 
- have nothing more to Avertiſe 


here, than that I have comprized the 


main Subſtance of the flow ing 
Treatiſes, in 2 Small Half. Peny A. 


bridgment i, fitted to be paſted into 


the Calendar of any Common. Prayer 


Beok * And that (God willing) in 


due Time, I (hall make bold to 
trouble the World, in a Second Part 
of this Work, with what I bave pro- 


mis'd at the End of my Preface to the | 
Firſt. Treatiſe, p. LX, &c. together 


with ſome Remarks on Dr. Nichols's 
Explication of the Rule for finding 


EASTER, and his Account of the true 


Time of keeping St. MATTHIAS Day 
in Leap-Tears, and a ſhort Diſcourſe 
concerning the Beginning of our Tear, 
which has occaſion'd no ſmall Confu- 
ſion amongſt us ; wherein I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew, that (according to 
the Conſtitution both of Church and 
State,) the Firſt Day of January, and 
not the Twenty Fifth Day of March, is 
the Firſt Day of the Britiſh Year. E 
THE 
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The PREFACE. 
GIVING. 


ty Hiſtorical Account of the 
Rule for finding Eaſter, Cc. 
Aud the ſcveralobjeclinns made 


againſt it. 


HIS Rule, which has been made 
: 1 of late Years ſuch a Bone of 
F Contention amongſt us, was not 
printed in the Bopk- of Common- Prayer till 
1662. when (together with the Tebles 
and Rules for the Moveable and Immoweable 
Feaſts, together with the Days of Fating and 
Abſtinence through the whole Year, ) it was 
| taken - la Bp. Coſfn's. Devotions , printed 
in 1627. 120. * and inſerted into the Li- 


* 


In fome Tee Editions of 1 Biſhop ce 8 Oeuori- 
ons, 1 rticulariy the 6th in 1672, and the gth in 
1 this Rule is thus expreſ''d: EASTER. 
D A always the Sunday after the Day which 2 
called, The Eaſter- Limit; which is found for any 
Year by the Help of its Golden Number iz the Table 


*#forz; for which Pur 0 there is a Table of 
5 IMI 


, 4 | eurgy; 


11 PREFACE. 


turgy ; probably out of Reſpect to the 
Biſhop ; for ABp. Sancroft and Dr. Pell, to 


whom the Reviſion of the Calendar was! 


committed, | were at that time his Chap- 
lains: But there is a ſmall Difference be- 
tween them. For that in the Biſhop's 
Devotions, is in theſe Words: © EASTER- 
© DAY, (on which the reſt depend) ts al: 


© ways the Firit Sunday afier the FullPoon, 


© hich beginnech next the Equinoctial of the 
Spring in March. Whereas ABp. -San- 
croft and Dr. Pell, that they might make 
it the more plain and intelligible, put it in 
the Words which now ſtand in the Calen- 
dar, viz. © BASPTER-DAY (on 
© which the reſt depend) is always the firſt 
* Sunday after the firſt Full Boon, that hay- 
A peas nert after the One and Twentieth 
< Dayof March, And ik the Full Poon 
© happens upon a Dunday, EASTER-DAY 
is the Sunday after. en 


I have not obſerv'd, either in the 1. or 
2. Book of K. Edw. VI. nor that of Q. Elix. 
nor thoſe of K. James I. or K. Char. I. or even 
the Scotch one any other Direction given 
for finding EASTER, than the Table to 
find EASTER for ever; which I believe is 
of greatAntiquity(as well as the Col. f Gol- 


2 


at 


N. 
E 
in 


: VA 


ſo 


7 
to 


den Numbers) ſince I have ſeen it in 2 Mi 


+ See Synogius Anglicans, p. 8 9. 


(als 


28 


e Er ocin dic. am. AS * 


P R E F A C E. iii 


ſali in Uſum Sarum, printed on Parchment 


9 
18 


with the Rule in the Calendar, as will ear by 
3 Calculating Eafter, the 21ſt of March , fign 
A ore ann ay 1 


at Roan, in 4to; 1506. and 1521. and Al- 
manac bi, of the ſame Nature withthe Table 
of * Moveable Feaſts calculated for 40 Years, 
in the preſent Book of Common=Prayer, tho 
varying very much from one another ; 
ſome having fewer, ſome more Columns. 
In a Miſſale ad uſum Eecleſ. Sarisburienſis, 


| Lond. 1555. 4to, are theſe Verſes relating 


to this Subject: 


Carmina Docentia per Novi Lunia inven ire Paſchs, 
Poſt Regum Fe ſta, quere Novi Lunia trina W239 
Poſt Dominica Tertia, Paſcha Sacrum celebra. 
Aliud, poſt Veris Aquinottium, quere Pleni Lunium. 
Et Dominica Proxima ſacrum celebra Paſcha. 
Non verins invenies, ſi mille legas Codices. 


But excepring the Rubrick afore-menti- 


oned in Bp. Coſins Devotiom, I Have not 
met with any other than ti e follow- 
ing ones. The Firſt, is in the Preces priva- 
tæ in Studioſorum Gratiam collectæ, & Regia 
Authoritate approbatæ, & quibuſdam in locis 


— —— 


N. 3 The ſame Verſes are cited in Dr. Pell's 
Faſter not me timed: MH an Explication of them. 
The Firſt Dire#ion is what we do not -uſually 
make uſe of; and the latter is in Effect the\ſame 
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the Yerns Equine, 2 5 
l etiam 
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iv PREFACE. 


etiam auctæ, 1573. in 1660. The Second, 
before a Bible in ſmall Fol. printed at Lon- 
don, in 1576. which tho' it has no Con- e 
mon- Prayer before it, has, notwithſtanding, 7 5 
(as ſeveral other Editions of the Bible prin- | 
ted about that Time have) the Calendar 
before it. tt 
In the Firft of theſe, viz. the Preces pri- 
vat æ, &c. There are near the Beginning of 
it, amongſt other things relating to the 
Calendar, theſe Verſes relating to this Point. 


„ 


A X 
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Peſt Martis Nones ubi fit nova Luna requiras 
Moxque Dies Domini Tertia, Paſchs tenet. + 


A 


In the Second, wiz. The Bible before- 
mentioned, at the End of the Almanack, 
( which has, as I ſaid before, in all Editi- 
ons of the Book of Common-Prayer, ſince 


1662. „„ nE lame of a Table of the 
Moveable Fe and has been calculated 
conſtantly for 40 Nears , ) there is among 
other things relating to the Calendar, 4 


I The Reaſon why we are here directed to be- 
gin after the None | or 4 ay ] of March, is 
becauſe the 14th Day Inelufrue (which is. the Full 
Moon). from any Day before it, would fall before the 
Perngl Equinex, [ or the 2 1ſt of March, J Whereas 
the Fr Full Moon after the Yernal Equinox ,, | 
ſor ain of. March] was appointed, by the Nicene, 
Coxncil to regulate EA S TER. 1 
Nut | WH ule 
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Farne v 
Rule to find out EASTER for ever, in theſe 
Words, Being in the 12. Chap. of Exodus, 
F commanded by God to the Iſraelites, w 
hold Eaſter, | which à to ſay the Paſſo- 
ver | in Remembrance of their Deliverancg 
out of Egypt, upon tbe fourteenth Day of the 
F firſt Month, to wit, at the full of the 
© Moon, many and ſundry Opinions have af- 
' © terwards riſen concerning the keeping of the 
© ſame; Hereupon in the Near 324, Con- 

ſtantine then reigning, in the Council of 
Nice, emongeſt other things it was decreed, 

That Eaſter ſhould be kept the fourteenth or 

© fifteenth Moon, to wit, the full Moon in 

March, which . « ibe fir Moneth of the 

re, the Sun then entring the tenth Day 

thereof into Aries ; the Spring there begin- 
neth, and the Year alſo, after the Manner 
of the Fews, Aſtrolagers, and many otbegs. 

To find it owte, it i 70 be underſtood, that 

'Eafter 4 ever the fir# Sunday after the full 

Moon in March. But this is te be noted, 
* that you muſt return no higher than the. 
twenty ſecond of March, nor yet aſcend nb 
further than the twenty fifth of April. 
„ 14 nab hh 
7 In: Common.Prayer Book, printed 2 
4 W. Wer nb 8 NN e 
t Oxford, and in which the Golden Numbers are 
plac fl in different Order than uſually, US; 
1 A Des 
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vi PREFACE. 


At the Reviſion of the Book of Common- [ 
Prayer, in 1661. there was inſerted into 


— — 


4 Days higher ; ſo that in March, the Golden Number 


—— 
2 


19 is plac'd over againſt the 1ſt Day, 8 againſt the 


29, 16 againſt the th, & ( as they ate are like - 


wiſe in a Com mon- Prayer- Book, 1634. Fol, The | 


Common=-Prayer-Eook for the Church of Scotland, 
Eaingburgh, 1637. Fol, and the great Church-Bible, 


Lond'n, 1640. Fol.) at the Bottom of the Table to 
find Eaft:y for ever, are theſe MSS Notes. 
K. 1. Paſcha celebretur poſt Equinoctium vern. 


Concil. 1. e. poſt 21 Martij. 
Nicent a. Paſch. celebr. poſt decimum quartum 
tres re gu- Lune qui eft poſt 20. Martij. 
le. 3. Paſch. celebr, Die Dominico poſt illum 
R. 14 Lung. 8 | 
To u cut E AS TER is this following Alma. 
wack, 45 the Golden Number u now ſet in it, you muſt 
0 thus: TORI | 
' Obſerve againſt what Day in March the Golden 
Wamber of tha: Year, whoſe EASTFR you would know, 
1 iplac'd; and from that Day incluſive, reckon to the 
th downward, and that 5th Day, if it fall after the 
ones of March, « the Day of che New Moon, f- 
ter which the 14th Day incluſive i the full Moon; 
and then the Dominical Letter of the ſame Year 
which followeth that Day of the full Moon, ſbeweth 
you the EASTER-DAY, according to the Old Ac- 
count which is flill obſerv;d.inthe Church of England. 
The Reaſon why you reckon now from the Place of the 
Golden Number to the 5th Day dewnward, # be- 
cauſt the Golden Numbers rhemſelues are in this Al- 
manack #emov'd all higher rowards the Head of each 
Minth 57 Days, han they were placed before anciently. 
bi New Moon, | frim whence you learn the Full 
Moon, muſt follow the Nones of Marth, and may 
fat into April. the 
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PREFACE Vi 
the Calendar, (as I ſaid before) together 
with the Tables of Moveable and Raw, Habe 
Feaſts, &c. this Rule which has deen ſince 
made ſuch a Bone of Contention amongſt 
us. 

In the Year 1664 , the Aﬀronoical 
Moon, viz. the Moon in the Heavens; and 


| che Eceleſiaſtical one, wiz. that found by 
the Column of Golden Numbers, happening 


to differ from each other, this Rule be- 
came Matter of great Diſſention : The 
conformiſts, in order to juſtify” their 
Non- compliance with the Liturgy, laid 


hold of this Difference between the Aſtro- 


nomical and the Eccleſiaſtical Moon, as an 
Objection againſt the Book of Common - Pray. 


er, as having i in it A Falſe Rule for finding 


Eaſter; and became a very plauſtble Obje- 
dion againſt Mini Herial Conformity; one 
Condition of which was, ( and is ſtill) 


the giving an Unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 


to all and every thing contained in the Book 
of Common⸗Pꝛaper. 

There were Some indeed at this time, 
thought the Almanack- Makers only to 
blame, as if they had miſplaced Eaſfer- 
Day; of which Mr. Gadbury has given 
this Account. 1 1 well remember, fays 


„ 1 —_— 


. See his Feſtum Feforum, p. 38. 9 7 
he, 


* 


—— 2 _ PEE 


1 2 
« * WY 6 

% * 

* 


be, what. a great Buſtle, Anno 1664. 


vii PR RNA GNA 


*\ there was in this Nation, , about he vigbt 
© obſerving of this Holy Feaſt. - Zþe King 
and Council Fad with Ci laints 
© about it. And it was alledged to the King's 


« Majeſty, that all the Almanack-Makers 


a Fer that Year, were miſtaken in the r 5 
timing of this Feaſt, and had impoſe 
c wrong Eaſter upon the World. Upon 3 
* noiſy 0 Char e, - Learned Dr. 70, Ch. 
2 . 
0 lain ta the then Ae of Canterbury 5 
rote an ingenious Diſcourſe in 4 Letter to 
c 4 © Friend in London; which was ofter- 
* mardi Printed, learing ti TDitle: 
5 .EASTER not n In which thi⸗ 
© worthy Gentleman plainly proved, ere 
© the Error lay ; and. tbe rologers ar 
£ n were alſo juſtly defen- 


2 


| c ded, as well in re petit of the Truck, of 46837 


Art, as from an Impoſſibili: 2 of their genf 
* derating together to delude the World witii a 
c falſe Eaſter ; whereag.many of tbem lied 
remote from London, and from aacb orb 
© and the .moſt of them unknown one to t 

a other, And the next Year, VIZ. 1665. fe- 
© eral of them that wrote Almanacks, '« 
© Mr. Wharton, Mr. Wing, Mr. Booker, 
J and. my ſelf, as ſenſible of the Injuſt ices as 

< well as 4. Unreaſonableneſs of 1 bat _ ridiculous 

I Clamour, wrote."s Porvicwtar Defenc# of 
tbe 


gx» 


PREF A £E- 
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ar 45 12 Aunter, in deere? 

| acks of zhas Teer, an m be-Jeer 
* Tee to-fexuſe 


: dM dg Hegiontig 
„Had it een ingtie 84% ghat 
dhe Full Mogn nieant therein 7 £0 
» 7 8 2 the T le 
ty Column. df 0 pr may — 
Calendar: of the. Book of Commom re; ergy 
Would have been no qm for any Gef 
en agginſt it; but the Want ob fach n Bi- 
recti 1 „s well as fine, (gu 
. r6afier when this Treck 
forgatten,. if no ſuch Nire#iov-be 
Siren, 2. great, Handle ox: 2. Cla- 

mout agaiy .the Rula. 01 28 v 
71 Rr GA r, this unreaſonable Clemanr 
255 fly. enge by this. Learned 
580 af; Dr. Poll d, and by chef 
webe eee hat. it 


9 \ aldsT g Th A 26% 21 0h 86 A 91% \ 


As to | the 7 neck Makers, ch 10 H 

-+ bis mentioned}; I have not 928 deen 12 
rte ich the #1} Hbf wich ſeveral öther P 
which have been wrote on this Subje&X}, ,whichT 
_would gladly have conſulted .on.. this. Qccafion; 
dener the Be . 
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fs Feet 9 
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he, <what a great Buſtle, Anno 1664. 


* there was in this Nation, . about the vigbt 
obſerving of this Holy Feaſt. The King 


about it. And it was alledged to the King's 
Majeſty, that all the Almanack-Makers 
for that Year, were miſtaken in the right 
timing of this Feaſt, and had impoſed a 
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noz(y Charge, the Learned Dr. Pell, Cbap- 
lain to the then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
wrote an ingenious Diſcourſe in à Letter to 
4 Friend in London; which was efier- 
wards Printed, bearing this Title: 
EASTER not miſ- timed. In which t bi- 
worthy Gentleman plainly. proved, where 
* the Error lay; and the Aſtrologers ar 
© Almanack- Makers were al/o juſtly defen- 
© ded, as well in reſpe& of the Truth of tbeir 
Art, 4 from an Impoſſibility of their conf e- 
© derating together to delude the World with a 
© falſe Eaſter ; whereas many of them lived 
remote from London, and from each ot ber, 
© and the moſt of them unknown one to the 
© other. And the next Tear, VIZ. 1665. fe- 
© weral of them that wrote Almanacks, 4. 
© Mr. Wharton, Mr. Wing, Mr. Booker, 
© and my (elf, as ſenſible of the Injuſtice, as 
© well as Unreaſonableneſs of that . ridiculows 
* Clamour, wrote 4 particular Defence of 
| the 
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and Council were troubled with Complaints | 


wrong Eaſter upon the World. . Upun which | 
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; Matter, J 
F N 155 3 Ro 2 

wy that wie io poke the Nu, to-feruſe 


Had it been n in BY Rule, that 
N Full Moon meant therein, was not to 
be found in the Common Almpnagks , 
| but by the. Cal umn. Golden Nambns ſin the 
Calendar of 5 40 Book of Common- Pray ers hee 
would have been no room for any 2 
en again it; but the Want of ſuch à Di- 
rection, Gag her, as well as ſence „ (aud 
probably will Lerezfter, when this Trac 
ſhall be forgotten, jf no ſuch, Piredſ iam be 
given, J 2 12 great Handle for A Ga 
mont againſt che R Ale. 
a however, this unreaſonable 2 
Was Q. perfectly ſilenced by. this Learned 
Tract of Dr. 500 $,and by theſe d{ypnget- 
RF ON arr Mr nnn hat it 
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FI Nit to the Almanack- Makers, which Mr, Gedhy- 
-+y his mentioned; 1 have not yet been able to 
met with the not with ſeveral other Pieces 
which have been wrote on this Subject, &hich T 
_would gladly have conſulted on- xchis Uccaſian; 
ET Br OY» An Han 400arss the Refirrhavion uf the 


4 r 716665: : d:{bavJd:atbnow- 
a gest Faru ä bb has 


th e 
Na 75 * nd 
le 3 N bay not evfiradion'thein 
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here, 
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_: "Me 
lar Anſwar was ever made to ĩt I know not. Mr. 


lay Dormant, as far as I can find, till Ofos. 
1675. when a little Book was publiſhed , 
in 120. by ſeveral Nonconformiff Mini flert, 
pe rincipally Mr. Jobn Humphrey, with this 

itle, The Paal, Deſign: Being a modeſt 
Account of the Nonconformiſts Mettio 1, with 


Jome Reaſons for their Nonconformity. 
Theſe Authors, after Recital of the 
Rule, ſpeak thus : Now examine this Rule 


for the laſt Tear 1674, and you will find 
= 1 Full Moon after the 21ff of March, 
as upon the 10th of April, and conſe- 
cs if this Rule hold good „ the next 
ar: oh which was April the 12th ſhould 
have been Eaſter- Day; but Eaſter-Day, was 
on the 19th of April, as the Table for 40 
Tears does tell you, as well as our Almanacks 
did. And Forks then ſhall we declare an Aſſent 
and Conſent to all and every thing con- 


tained in this Book? TheTable i, in rheBook, 


and the Rule is in the Book. If the Table be 
true, the Rule is falſe. I is a grievous Caſe 
that we muſt be turned out of our Livings, le- 


cauſe we cannot give an Aſſent and Conſent 
to botb. X 


— as I — ; athers Books of this Daa, 2 85. 
-Cauſe I intend to publiſn them entice with Notes, 
if E iven me to dwell on 
bbjeC& any longer. 

Dur whether any Particu- 


-, ce nt... e Why 3 = _ -« 23 Amr td ac 2 rus; iv» a4, ,, n 


_ 


Mr. Baxter in his Non-Conformiſts Plea 
. far Peace, 89 1679. ,p.160. &c. having reci- 
„ ted the Rale ſays immediately, I i falſe; as, 
„1 Every Almanack will ſhew. 2. The Table 
15 following to find out Eafter for ever. 3. And 
FY The Practice of our Church tha: keepetb Eafter 


5 on another Day: And to conſent to uſe this 
' | Rule, he ſays, is to conſent to keep Eafter- 
Hay (contrary to all Chriſtian Churches, and 
le contrary to another Rule in the ſame Book; and 
E conſent to uſe both Rules, is to conſent to 
, keep 2 Eaſter- Days in one Year, and ſo of 


Eaſter- Term. He immediately adds, That 
* 8 ſome Conformiſts ſay, That Aſſenting to, Ap- 
proving of, and conſenting to all things 
contained and. preſcribed, ec, /ipnifieth 
bys Cas to humane fallible Writing, ſo far 
as there is ao, miſtakę] or aſſenting and 
conſenting to be peaceable. But that o- 
. *bers ſay, that it is but to aſſent that it is 
3 | True where it is not falſe; and approve it 
as good where it is not bad; and to con- 
ſent to uſe it where I have no Cauſe to 
the contrary.] And they ak, ſays he, 
ay x. Hhether this be the uſual or proper Signiſt- 
cation of ſuch Words ? 2. Whether any Non- 
conformiſts woy'd refuſe it in that Senſe? 
3. Whether they will give leave to the Papiſts 
and all other Subjects to take the Oath of Al- 
legiance in /uch kind of Senſe and Expoliti 
en. a But 
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But adds he, p. 161. There 3s one ther bath 
defth did this as true; | meaning the Author 1 
F ny not mif-timed, whom in p. 162. el. 
he calls Dr. Pell] and tells us, that by the Hot 
Full Moon is not meant that 'wbich we call fad 
the Full Moon, or the ſamt that's meant inthe Hal 
other parts of the Book ; but by the Full Moon Rb: 
2 [rH * Conjunction] and [the Bn! 
th of April that Near, 1664 or. | 14 Days vod 
aer we ancient New Yoon Duda e Gt 
Golden Number the 14th day of the Ec- Bb 
cleſſaſtical Cyclic Month: | For an Old | # 
V Book faith, © Poſt veris Fquinoftium Þ| ts 
© Quere Plenilunium, & Dominica proxima | 
ſacrum celebra Paſcha, non verius inve- Mer 
Ines, fi mille legas Codices. After tis, 1 
Mr. Baxter propoſes theſe 8Queries; f. Are | 7 
we ſure this Maſs Book ment or Plenfiphi- B 
um as we' do properly ? 2. And are we ſure they II 
erred not that wrote this? 3. And er art % 
ſure >vhat they meant? 4. Will you perfwide | 0 
ur that our Convocation niw burrowed their. % 9 
Direction from this Maſs Book? 5. Are Jr 


fare this Maſs Book ſboulil be our Rule Bertin 


” 
f 
of [peaking or interpreting? 6. And yet wot in M7 
the Calendar, and other Paſſages in our Li- W/ 
turgy ? 7. Did the Convocation intend thar |? 
we hond not here underſtand the Full Moon 


properly, nor as in all the reſt of the Book? |}! 


8. If this Defender be in the right, was there 


ever 


J ²˙¹q ̃ v. w 
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ver A pleiner min Tnads' to bring 4. Me Yoon 
mplicit Faith, 1d believe as theConvocatiot 
cheveth, even in Calendars, when e Ino 


mt what they beljeve themſelves : And the 


all h Dr. (Pell they ſay) bath ſaid of ane. 
ther Seuſe f the Nerd (Full Moon] I know 


dds,” For my part, I muſt confeſs, that after 


not yet What he means.” Qu. Whether the Con- 
vocation meant that none Bond preachC ri 7 


Ge that under ſtocd not bis ſt run e Senſe o 
rhe [Full Moon] that 3s, [no Fu nd 
and yet wou's not by one Line expound it to ws, 
to Beep as from being caſt out and ruined 2 Or 
»hethtr they meant, that all Men fhiu'd bt H. 


| crd ind Taught to ſubſcribe er declare Aſſènt 1 


that which they never underſtood? When 1 Bad 
never Jet the d vantage of ſpeaking with, one 
Bifhsp »}Conformable Dr. ther underſtood the 
Mord Full Moon] this Dr. taugbt them, 
(whether in good earneft I know not.). And if 
ont Conformity muſt. be thus performed, by" E 
quivocation implicitely, contrary to the c. 
mon J's of Mankind; we [b.ll yet ſuſpead it, 
rill e Know bow much farther we have to go; 
if it be Vlindfold, that we muſt be led; and Fe- 
Je? 411 God our Ken Age hole IRR 
We are near. | FN , a. 

In 1680, Mr. Baxter publiſhed in 88. N 
Defence of the Non Conformifts Plea far 
Pegce, or an Account of their Nencbnformit) 

n | againſt 
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1 againſt Mr. F. Cheny's Anſwer, called, 7h 
" Conforming Non-Conformiſts, and the Nt 


47 
il Conforming Conformiſt; and therein, in. pi. 


* 8x, is much more confident than before 
a Bur it was becauſe his Adverſary Mr. Che 
1 ny had in his Book, Sect. 22. ſo weakly 
. vindicated the Rule, by ſaying, in Sect 
| 22. p. 67. no more than, (I.) That if it be" 
an Error, he did not aſſent to it. (2.) Thath 
Multitudes of Conforiniſts andNon-Confor- 
4 miſts little obſerved any ſuch Thing. (3.) That 
| it is like the Compoſers of the Liturgy, did 
| not know it to be an Error. (4..) That ſome 
ſay ſtil it is not. (5.) That it was Mat- fe 
ter be was not ſtudied in. (6.) That if it c 


1 was an an Error, it is not properly an Error in © © 
q Divinity, ht belonging to another Science. 8 
1 (7.) That if it were an Error, be was glad it 1 
| | was found out. (8.) That thoſe who knew it 
1 to be anErcor, and yet Aſſented to it, did il, 

˖ 


(9.) That it being an Error, alien from the 
Road of Divinity, not diſcerned by Multitudes - 
of either Side, never uſed in Church Services, 
fitreſs for a Fury of Almanaeck Makers to de- 
cide, not known to our Governors, not much 
Material whether it be ſo or no, were it not 
for theDeclaration of Aſſent; and being nei- 
tber Doctrine Diſcipline, Worſhip,Ceremo- 
ny nor any part of the Government; and ſome 
do yet continue to affirm that it is no Error; be 


ſuppoſes, 


g - 
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uppoſes, for what is paſt, none will lay much 
to pee to of the Conformitſts upon this Ace 
count; and for the time to come, if indeed it 
be an Error, it will be abated , to thoſe that 

all ſubſcribe and conform. And again, at 
the cloſe of his Book, he ſays, p. 160. 
8 Mil. tranſlations & the Calendarabout Eaſter, 
2 hat Errors are in theſe, I approve not, ſave 
oniy to read and uſe the Tranſlation of the Li- 
turgy. Mr. Baxter in anſwer. to his, (1.) 
ſays, Nor I; nor will I ſay I do ben I do 
not: . And to what purpoſe then do you write 
forConformity,when one Lie muſt not be told 
to ſave our Liberty. To his Sea. (6.) What 
fl then may I lie about any other Things ? To his 
e. Sed. (4.) And what will not ſome Men N= 
ie i firm ? You ſee how bard it is for a Non- Con- 
„ ſormiſt to be juſtified with ſome Men, . when 
3. all the Almanacks in England cannot do it 
pf in ſuch a Point. I am too'weak to deal with 
„ Men, that will not take ſuch Evidence as 
$ rb;s. To his Sect. (8.) It is ſad, that when 
fich a Convocation,which is the Repreſenta- 
4 tive of the Church of England, ſhall ali con- 
ie ſent ta draw up ſuch Things to be impoſed 
en a Kingdom, and ſo great a Parliament re- 
_ = quzre Aſſent to it, on the Penalties enacted and 
„executed on ſo many ; they ſhou d bave no more 
. bencurable « Pęfence, ben you mali for them. 


Nes The 
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The, aforemgntion'd. Mr. Cheny. ,M-,, 
'in bis 7. Full ene Queſt iont, in bat 192 
tbe AY of England? Wich a Defence and 
Continuation of 1heCopformingNop- Cop- 
fotmiſts, Kc. 9 1680. p.214. lays, As for 5 | 
Rule aboutEaſter,it is 4 pardonableQuer ſighs 
i not to be charg { a1 4Falſhoed; theC; 175 
a Conformityand Non. Confotmity POE 
| Criticiſm in Mathemaricks. It FA | 
#3, that the Parliament ever dream'd of 
y ſuch Miſtake ; Ba they known, it; $14 yh 
det 4 Bade 22 tt. From the LE 0 K. 
Edward VI. the lime of Eaſter bath Veen 
rightly obſerved. It was never the Intention 
of theParliament #0 cr. Jth the receiv'd Uſe and 
nmon Computation: , Commion Equity : will 
$73.7: with this Miſtike: k. - 
- Tn 168r. Mr. GN his Shar 
fer tbe N chiſmaticks; wherein, 
| [2 17. he a edges as 4 Reaſon for Na 
| . © that they were obliged 7, 4 
© Have Aſſent to a falſe. Rule for findin rite 
"A Day, and Con ent 10 er . EA 
* ten, yea though it ht cee 118 "lt 5 
e d y ro the Conceſſiods which th 
| beny had made thro! "Si . Miſynd et- F 
ſtanding. of the Rule. 75 
To ttlis the late Pean 0] e Lr. 2 
Sberlock] 1 K a'ver RCA nſwer,.: Sam- 
ing, that t e Rule « A ' ſorhetimes , 04105 not 
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„en fail: * And aſſerting, that we do not 
Five our Aſſent and Conſent to it, becauſe 
Wi, are not confined to the Uſe of it, the 
hurch having given anther Rule, which 
„ever fails; [ meaning the Table to find 
aſter for ever ]: And we may uſe which 
I pleaſe The Thing to be done is to find 
put Eaſter Day; and if we have a certain 
Nule for that, which is always true, and 


there be any Defett in it, it was not diſcover d 
ill of late Days, that is a mighty [queamiſh 
Conſcience that ſtruins at ſuch Gnats as theſe; 
and Mr. Baxter ſhall have the Glory of ma- 
king a Second Paſchal Schiſm in the Church, 
upon much more trifling Reaſons than occaſion'd 
rhe firſt. We do not give our Aﬀent #6 
every ſaying in the Common-Prayer-Book, 
but to every thing which is Contained in, 
and preſcribed by it, that is, what we are 
bound to uſe, and there being Two Rules gi- 
ven 4s for the finding Eaſter, wi:bout confi- 
"ſing us to. the Uſe of either, we may uſe 
* B2vbich we will, and ſo are not bound to uſe 
hat hich happens to he falſe, but that which 
i true. But to aſſent, as Mr. Baxter, if 


there be any Force in this Exception, bat 


We are bound to uſe them both, ard hence 
als and gait Blk {of gag; | 
See his Diſcourſe about Church Unity, p. 185. 

D Cori- 


& = 


LS 


another which is ſo generally true, that if 


4 
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conclude , tbat we give our Conſent to keep 
Two Eaſters often, when the Church's Deſign 
in both the * ules, is to find out but one Eaſter, 
( or elſe neither of the Rules can ever be | 
falſe) is an Argument of great Ingenuity, 
and great Modeſty, and a very peaceable De- 
ſign: And yet if this be the worſt of it, I 
would rather keep Ten Eaſters every Year, 
than be a Schiſmatick ; wnleſs the Church F' 
ſhou'd command me to believe, that Chriſt | 
2who role from the dead but once, roſe on 
Two or Three ſeveral Days : And there is no 
Danger of this, for we do not obſerve Eaſter 
as the preciſe Time of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
no more than the Jews did the Feaſt of the, 
Paſſover. And now I think of it, I can | 
tell Mr. B. a more material Objection than 7 
this from the Difference of the Old and RYE 
New Stile, by which Means all the Churches 5 
Which follow the New Stile, as Holland, II! 
France, Spain, Italy, &. Proteſtants, as 
well as Papiſts, obſerve Eaſter Ten Days * | 
before our Engliſh Eaſter, and many Me- 
chants 
It is exceeding ſtrange , that ſo confiderable a 


Perſon as Dr- Sherlock ſhould be guilty of ſuch a 
Miſtake as this, which a Novice in Chronology and 


—— — — 


- 
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Calculation ( of which it becomes every Scholar to 
have ſome Knowledge ) could ſcarce have fallen 
into, by reaſon 'tis well known, that ſuch as fol- 
low the New, as well as ſuch as follow the 0/4 * 
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Chant, who hawe come out of | France and | 
olland after their Eaſter, bawe come time 
enough 


do conſtantly keep their E ASTER on a Sunday; ſo 
that when there is a Difference between theE 4STER 
of the one and the other, (which by Reaſon of 
their different Manner of ca culating it, the one 
being govern'd therein by the EpaF,.. he other by 
the Golden Number) the Difference cannot be by 
lo, bur 7 Days or Weeks only, ,And ſometimes, as 
I have obſerv'd from Mr- Booker, I ſve the Conference, 

p- 10. ] it is ſometimes no leſs than 35 Days 


N. B. The fame Miſtake was committed by 
ſome that objected againſt this Rule, as if it was 
falſe, in 1664: who did not (as the Learned Dr- Pell 
well obſerves in his EASTER not miſ-rimed, p. 29 
know the DifSence between Fixed and Moveable Feaſts; 
but imagin'd, that France, becauſe it łceps Chriſtmaſs 
Ten Days before us m England, muſt alſo keep 
EASTER ſo tee. And bids his Friend to whom 
that Treatiſe is addreſs'd by way of Letter, ell 
thoſe Ignoramus's, that if the French will keep 
EASTER Ten Days before us, they muſt keep it on 4 
Thurſday. The Difference, adds he, of Old and 
New Stile was introduced by skipping over Ten Days 
of the Month of October 1582. but keeping the 
Names of the Week Days unchanged And therefore 
both Stiles calling the ſ»me Day Sunday, and keeping 
EASTER wpon Sunday, muft needs differ a juſt Num- 
ber of Weeks, or not at all- Of the Fourſcore 
E ASTERS, adds he, kept ſiace 1583, 36 differed not 
at all, 26 Roman EASTERS were 1 erk, 5 were 
4 Weeks, and 13 were 5 Weeks before thoſe that were 
obſer ved in England. In al Roman Catholick Coun- 
tries, except Valeſia, EAS TER. DA wil be kept 

5 2 005 
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enough into England to be puilty of that hoy 

rid Sin of keeping Two Eaſters in a Year 

If Mr. B. will but ſet his Wits to work abou 

"this, he may improve it into at n toble 
Controverſy, as that of old was of the Quar. 
to-decimani; and then let him alone to tur 

it into a Schiſm. 

This lame and imperfet Anſwer bein 

made by a Perſon of ſuch a Figure by, 
Repute in the Church with the Silence of 
all others, as far as I can find for above 7 
Years together, gave Mr. Baxter Occaſion 
to triumph, and to be much more poſitive 
in his Engliſh Non- Conformity as under X. 


— —— 


upon their April 13: which we call April 3. and fo 2 
Week before us this Nar 1664+ But in the reſt of 
Chriſtendom, Holland a Zealand excepred, and 


ſeveral Places of Germany, which ſince 17 o. have | 


receiv'd the New Stile] this Nar the Tenth of 
April will be obſerved for an EAS TER-DAY even in 
the remoteſt Parts of Aſia and africa, becauſe they, as 
well as we, fad EASTER=- DAY by the Rul-s which 
were generally receiv'd by all Chriſtians 1132 Years 
ago; and were obſrry'd by all Chriſtians ever ſince; 
t A. D. 1583. when in Obedience to a Bull of Pope 
Gregory XIII. many Countries celebrated EASTER 
a Fortnight ſooner zhan the ref of Chriſtendom, 
and ever ſince that Year they have followed new Rules 
for the finding of E 4STER-D AY, viz by the Epact 
which has uſurp'd the place of the Golden Numbers 
in the preſent Koman Calendar; which Rules 773 
Years hence wil give them a EASTER-DAY 
6 Weeks Before ours, but till then none myre than 3 
Weeks before us. FE Charles 
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Charles II. and K. James II. truly fated 
and argued. 4. 1689. wherein at p. 81. 
he ſays, That the Rule to find Eaſter is ma- 
terially a Trifle, but formally /o palpable an 
Untruth. thut we cannot deliberately declare, 
that we aſſent to it. They tell us, ſays he, 
in their Calendar, truly how to find Eaſter- 
Day; and they add another Rule to find it al- 
ways; which is frequently falle, as every Al- 
manack will tell you, Viz, That it always the 
fir#t>unday,8&c By way of Reply to the Vin- 
dicator of the Rule, | for this Point is ma- 
naged by way of Dialogue] ſaying, it « 
true for the moſt part, tho not always: He 
anſwers, And we will aſſent, that it is 
true for the moſt part, but not always : And 
again, in Anſwer to the Vindicator's Say- 
ing, it is but a meer Miſtake, and can you 


ſeruple Conformity for ſuch a Trifle ; He ſays, 


Is it lawful deliberately to lie in a Trifle ? Is 
them it was but an Untruth, for they wrote 


A hat they thought bad been true. But it wou'd 
be a wilful Lying in me, who know it to be 


falſe. And after he has made the Vindicator 
to ſay, But you may in ſubſcribing, or decla- 
ring, except that which you know the Authors 
would have excepted, bad they. known em 10 
be falſe. And you know theſe two moſt 
Knowing Men, Grotius (de jure Belli) 2 
Biſhop Jer. Taylor, (DuR. Dubit,) main: 


tain 
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tain, that uſeful Lying, which hurts 10 ane, 


no Sin: A Man's Life may be ſaved by a 
Lie, and anſwered em: He makes the 
Vindicator again ſay, It's a wonder to me, 


that all the Biſhops, Doctors, and Church of 


England ſhould publiſh ſuch a Miſftake, and 
never a Man of them examine it, and detect 
it; and yet a preater wonder, that the Lords, 
and Biſhops, and Commons, in Parliament, 
ſhould paſs and impoſe it without Examinati- 
on: And again, I marvel what they ſay to 
this, who expound their Aſſent and Conſent as 
to the Uſe: If they uſe this Rule we muſt 
keep two Eaſters oft, one at a right Time, 
and another at a wrong: Which he anſwers 
in a moſt inſulting Manner. $72 
No one, as I can find, thought it worth 
their while at this Time, to write an An- 
ſwer to this Peeviſh Book. And the Act 
of Indulgence ſoon aſter paſſing, the Con- 
troverſy aboutConformity Was happily huſh'd 
aſleep, particularly the Di/pure about 


this Rule, till, without any Manner of Pro-. ; 
vocation 5 Mr. Calamy 5 in his Abridgement of os - 


Mr. Baxter's Life and Times, | Chap. x. J re- 
new d it, by repeating what had been ſaid 
by Mr. Baxter and Mr. Humphreys &, in the 
| Books 


elt is ſtrange that Mr.Calamy ſhou d put theſe Ob. 


jections inthexthchj of his 4briagement of Mr. Baxter? 


Life 


PREFACE xxii 
Books before mentioned. His it An- 
ſwerer Mr. Ollyffe, following Dr. Sherlock, 
gave an imperfet Anſwer: (See Ollyffe's 
Defence of Miniſter ial Conformity, &c p.70 * 
Of which I need only ſay, what Mr. Old- 
He has ſaid of it in his ſecond De- 
fence, p. 213. * As to the Rule about 
© Eaſter, we will not ſtick to own, that 
we did not ſtate the Matter with that 
Evidence and Clearneſs that we ſhould 
have done. It is the only thing, (as to 
the Subſtance of our Defence) that after 
© Two Years for Us to Review, and Mr. 


* Calamy to pick Holes in, that we find our 
© ſelves ſhort and miſtaken in. 


La) 


Life and Times, among The Reaſons of the Ejected 
Piniſters foꝛ Non-Confozmity ; when the an- 
cienteſt of the Books to which he there refers his 
Readers for a fuller Account of this Matter, is 
the Peaceable Deſign. (which I have already taken 
notice of, p. 10.) which was not publiſhed till 

1675. and when it plainly appears, that this Fal. 
ſity was not pretended to be in the Rule till 
1664. A Year and a Half after the BARTH O- 
LOMEW. AC T, by which;they were Ejt#ed; and 
is not in the leaſt mention'd in Mr. HICKMAN's 
Apologia pro Miniſtris in Anglia Non conformiſtis; 
120+ 1662, nor the Apologie des Puritains d' Angleterre 
120. 1663. which are the only Books , as far as I 
can learn, which were then wrote in their behalf, 


* See the following'Conference p*27, N. (1) | 
By 


ore. 
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By this it appears, that Mr. O!lyfe did I wi 
not rightly underſtand the Rule, when he If it, 
wrote his firſ# Defence. Mr. Hoadly quick- N NM 
ly after publiſh'd likewiſe an» Anſwer to . 
Mr. Calamy, Entitled, The Reaſonableneſs 7a 
of Conformity, &c. wherein, p. 112. he 7. 


gives the true Account of this Matter; but I or 


ſo ſhort, that ſuch as were not acquainted Ml ay 
with the Meaning thereof before, were b. 
not thereby made to underſtand it; and || 
therefore Mr. Calamy ſoon after renew'd h. 
bis Charge againſt the Rule, by appealing I h 
to the Moon in the HEAVENS, ſaying, 
That he would and by that, and let the ſp > 
Moon in the CALENDAR ſhift for it f. 
ſelf. | See his Defence of moderate Non- 1 
Conformity. Part 2. p. 238, | 
Mr. Ollie, in his Second Defence, p. 214. 
made ample Amends for his Mi gate in the 
former one; and gave a full Anſwer to 
what Mr. Calamy had urg'd againſt the 
Rule; and clearly Explained, and Vindica- 
ted, and Confirmed it, to the ſatisfying the 
Generality of ſuch , as thro' a Miſunder- 
ffanding of it, had been led into an Opt 
nion of its being falſe. Mr. Hoadly in his 
Defence of the Re:ſonableneſs of Conformity, 
p. 90. argues for the Reaſonableneſs of un- 
derftanding the Rule (as he had ſaid it 
muſt )- by the firſt Column in the Calendar, 
As without 


ws . — ww 9 ry 
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without giving any further Explanation of 
it, ſince it had been fo fully explain d by 
Mr. Ollyfe. Some time after this, Mr. 
Calamy publiſh'd his Third Defence of mode- 
rate Non Conformity; to which he added 
Two Letters, one to Mr. Ollyffe, and the 
other to Mr. Hoadly ; in which, at p. 324, 
and 407. he juſt hints his Diſſatii faction a- 
bout the Rule, notwithſtanding the Expli- 
cation, and Vindication thereof, which they 
had given. In Anſwer to this Mr.O/lyfee ih 
his Third Defence, which is a Sort of Reca- 
7 * of what bad been ſaid on both ſides, 

riefly refers to what he had largely be- 
fore explain d: And thus ended this Con- 
trowerſy. 3 = : 
While Mr. Calamy, Mr. Hoad!y, and 
Mr. Ollyffe, were engag'd in Controverſy 
abour the Terms of Conformity, . one Mr. 
Wright, Rector of Rirton in Nottingham- 
ſhire, publiſh'd at the End of his Sbort 
View of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology of the 
Old Teftament, and his Harmony of the Four 
Evangeliſts, 4to. 1703. a Poſtſcript about 
the Rule for finding Eaſter, in Anſwer 
to the Diſſenters ; wherein he ſhews, that 
all the Diſſenters Grounds for thinkin 
the Rule was falſe, proceeded from their 
Ignorance of the Uſe of the Column of Gol- 


den Numbers in the Calendar. 
| E Mr. 
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Mr. Calamy ſoon after publiſhed an An-p;in 
ſwer to this Poſteript, communicated to 


ri 
him in a Letter from a Friend * ; the chief my 
End of which is to ſhew, That ſince the ty, l 
Moons in the Calendar, and in the Heavens, at 
are acknowledg'd to vary, they could not ¶ that 
ſolemnly aſſent :v it as a Rule for the finding ty 
out Eaſter fer ever, without opening a Dil 
Door, and giving too much Colour to Ap 
Men's making too bold with Truth on the 
many other Occaſions, where their Inte-  ,F; 


reft is concerned. Mr. Wright, in the I ag 
Second Edition of his ſhort View, added, A 
Reply to the Remarks of a Diſſenter upon our 
Rule for keeping Eaftfer, vix. the above- men- *x 
tion d, publifh'd by Mr.Calamy; ſince which, ſ 
as far as Icanlearn our Diſſenting Brethren 1 
have been entirely ſilent upon this Point. 1 
T muſt not here omit taking notice, 
that in the Year 1706. the Judiciqus and 
Learned Mr. Bingham publiſh'd his © French 
; Churches Apolog y for the Church of England, 
© or the Objectiont of Diſſeniers agaiuſt tbe © 
© Articles, Homilies, Liturgy and Canons of 
© che Engliſh Church conſider d and anſwer d 
© upon the Principles of the Reformed Church 
© of France ; Wherein he takes the Ob- 
PF jections, which he anſwers upon the 


* See Calamy's Defence of Moderate Non-Conformity, 
: Part 2, P. 241, Os. F 2 3 | 
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ſwer to this Poſtcript, communicated toc; 
him in a Letter from a Friend * ; the chief 
End of which is to ſhew, That ſince the 


ter's 


Moons in the Calendar, and in the Heavens, 230 
ate acknowledg'd to vary, they could not cha 
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have been entirely ſilent upon this Point. | 
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that in the Year 1706. the Judicious and 

Learned Mr. Bingham publiſh'd his © French 
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© or the Objetions of Diſſenters agaiuſt tbe ' 
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Pünciples and Grounds of the French 
| the moſt part from Mr. Bax- 
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Aſtronom) » that it is generally true; and is 


the French Proteſtants did © the Rules of 
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and more particularly to a Tranſlation © 
the Bible, which they acknowldg'd had 
Miſ-tranſlations in it. 

Some Perſons with Deſign to make the 
Rule more agreeable to the common and 
(ual way of reckoning amongſt us, have 
made uſe of the Four Quarters of the Moon 
taken notice of in every Almanack, making 
the New- Moon to laſt to the 8th Day of 
it, and thence to the 15th Day to be ano- 
Quarter, and again calling it from thence 
to the 22d Day Tull-Moon, or the Laff 
Quarter; and ſo that obſerving , that the 
Eccleſiaſtical New- Moon is only 4 Days and 
odd Hours later than the Aſtronomical Moon, 
they tell us it comes within that firſt Pe- 
riod that we call New-Moon ; and it ta- 
king up the Space of 1300 Years to have: 
this Variation of 4 Days and odd Hours, it 
will by conſequence be 1000 Years or 


thereabouts before it will loſe almoſt 3 


Days more, or get beyond the firſt 7 Days, 


which are called the. New-Moon. 


This made Mr. Wright, in his Poſtſcript 
to his Short View of Mir. Whiſton's Chrone-. 
ingy of the Old Teſtament, and bis Harmo- 
ny of the Four Evangeliſts, | wherein he. 


has vindicated the Rule in Anſwer to 
Mr Calamy and theDiſſenters ] ſay. © That 
© he ſhould not live to fee the Rule fail, 

E | nor 
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© nor any of his Contemporaries. This 
Acknowledgment of his, that in Courſe 
of Time the Rule will groſly fail, by rea- 
ſon the New-Moon in the Calendar wou'd 
in no Senſe be the ſame with the New 
Moan in the Heavens, but in about 2000 
Years will be the ſame with the Full Moon, 
Ge. This gave Occaſion to Mr. Calamy's 
Friend, in his Letter printed in the Second 
| Part of his Defence of Moderate Non- con- 

formity, p. 241. to ſay, It may bear a 
* Queſtion, whether we may aſſent to that 
| © as a true Rule for ever, which muſt fail, 
© if the World continue till the preſent 
* and growing- Error of Four Days and 
© odd Hours is enough advanc'd, or ſhould 
* unhappily ſo mi{-place the New, as to 
© carry its Full Moon Out of due Compaſs. 
Mr. Calamy truſting to this Anſwer of his 
Friend, (which Mr, Wright's Nicety oc- 
caſton'd) ſays in the Concluſion of all, 
in his Defence of Moderate Nom conformity, 
Part III. p. 324.] When never ſo much 
© Pains is taken to help People to under- 
© ftand the Rule, it is ſo but ſometimes, it 
© is not ſo always. To which, Mr. Olyfe 
anſwers thus, |. in his Third Defence of Mi- 
niſterial Conformity, p. 66.) The &ule. 
* muſt hold always and exactly anſwer to 
* EASTER-DAY, becauſe E ASER-DAY 

AF * is 
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is every Near ſet according to that Rule; 
which will for ever hold according to 
that Computation, viz. by the Golden 
Numbers placed in the fir i Column of the 
Calendar in the Common-Prayer-Book, to 
which the Rule refers; and tho' it will 
more and more differ from the vulgar 
Computation, as dhe Old Stile will more 
and more differ from the New; as the 
World grows older; yet where the Old 
Computation and Old Stile are kept, we 
muſt reckon according thereunto; as Mr. 
Ollyfe adds, We ſay the Queen came to 
© the Crown the 8th of March, tho ac- 
© cording to the more exat Account, 
© called New Stile, it was 11 Days ſooner, 
© viz. Feb. 25 yet we ſpeak properly when 
© we go aecording to our CommonComputa- 
tion: In like manner we (peak properly, 


© when we fix EASTER according to the. 


* Common Computation of New and Full 
* Moons always us'd in that Matter, and 
* ſet down expreſly in the Calendar where 
the Rule lies. | | 

Hitherto I have given a Hiffory of this 
Controverſy, as manag'd between Church- 
men and Diſſenters. I now come to give a 
Hiftory of it, as manag'd between Church- 
men only. | 


The 
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The Rule failing in the Year 1698. ac- 
cording to the YVu/gar way of looking for 
the Firif Full Moon after March 21. 
( which governs EASTER ) by the Com- 
mon Almanacks, which that Year fell on 
Friday, April 15. whereas EASTER ac- 
cording to the TABLE of Moveable Feats 
for 40 Tears, as alſo the TABLE for find- 
ing EASTER for ever, and even all that 
Year's Almanacks, was appointed, and 
accordingly kept on the 24th, and net 
on the 17th, which was the Sunday fol- 
lowing ; ſeveral Enquiries were made 
about this Point, and ſeveral Perſons 
yers'd in Chronology were conſulted on the 
Occaſion, and particularly the Learned 
Dr. Wallis, then Savilian Frofeſſor of Geo- 
metry in the Univerſity of Oxford, who 
wrote a Letter dated May 14. 1698. to 
Sir Fohn Blencow, then one of the Fu#ices 
of the Court of Common Pleas, now of 
the Queen Bench; who had, as is there 
ſaid, conſulted him oa this Point, at the 
N of the late Lord Chief Juſtice 
Holt. | 
In this Letter ( which was publiſh'd in 
the Philoſophical Tranſactions of the Royal 
Society for that Month, LN. 240. Vol. 20. J 
he informs him, that EASTER was obſerv'd 
that Year according to the Rules ſo underſtood, 

9 as 
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as was intended, (tho he confeſs'd that a 
Rubrick ſeem'd to be wanting to make it 
plain, And acquaints him, that the Fun- 
damental Rule of the NiceneCouncil (which 
we pretend to follow ) for the keeping of 
N EASTER, 3s to this Purpoſe: EASTER- 
1 DAY is to be that Sundo which falls y- 
I on or next after the Firſt Full Moon, which 
happens next after the Vernal Equinox. 
This Vernal Equinox, adds the Doctor, 
-2was then obſery'd to fall on the 2151 of 
March, th it does now fall on the 11th of 
March, or ſometimes on the Toth of March; 
and therefore inFtead of next after the Ver- 


of March. | 
But then (ſays the Doctor) it is ſaid by 

4 Miftake I ſuppoſe, After the Firſt Full 
Moon, in ſtead of upon oz next after the 
Firft Full Moon, (For ſo it is to be under food 
and added,) And if the Full Moon hap- 


on a Sunday, EASTER- DA is the 


Sunday after: Which , he ſays, mu#t needs 
be a Miſtake ; for in ſuch a Caſe it is to be 
chat Sunday, not the Sunday after. And ſo, 
adds the Doctor, the Tables agree (contrary 
to this Note) both that for 40 Years, and 
That to find EASTER for ever. And ſo 
it was obſerry'd in the Years 1668, 1678, 
and 1682. And ſo whenever the Caſe bap- 


pens, 


nal Equinox, we ſay next after the 21ſt 
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pens, that the Eecleſiaſtical Full Moon 


alls on a Sunday“. 
f. * 


* N. B According to Dr. Wallis Method of 
Calculation, viz. accounting the Full Moon the 15th 
Day Incluſive from the New Moon, (which the Au- 
thor of the Rule for finding EASTER explain'd and 
vindicated, takes no notice of) it fell in thoſe 
Years, (and likewiſe in thoſe in the TABLE calcu- 
lated for 532 Years, which have a W. in the Column 
of Dominical Letters) on a Sunday, which was the 

ccaſion of his making thoſe groundleſs Exceptions 
(as my TABLE ſhews hem to be) to the Rule, and 
of ſuggeſting. a Correction of the latter part of it; 
which Correction of the Rule, tho' it will make ic 
agree with the Table for finging EASTER for ever, 
ought not by any means to be admitted, becauſe it is 
contraty to. all (as far as I can learn) who have wrote 
on this Point, who have exprefly mention'd it as one 
of the Determinations of the Council of Nice" That, 
If the Full Moon ſhould happen on à Sunday, EA- 

TER-DAY ſhould not be that Sunday, but the Sun- 
day after: Nay, it was, as appears from Petavins my 
1. 2. c. 6; · Paulus de Middelburgo, I. 4+ and Bucherius, 
the Practice of the Church of Alexandria , when- 
ever the Haſchal Full Moon fell on a Saturday, not to 
keep EAS TER the next Day, but the Sundey Sd. 
venigbe following; which was imitated by ſuch of 
the Germon Churches as alter d their Stile, A · D. 
1699. as is telated in the Philoſophical Tranſaction 
N. 2800 p 459+ and Mr- Lowthoyp's Abridgment 
of them, Fol. 3. p. 408. which very 8 was 
their wonted Practice. Since in a little Trac, 
entitled, Regule Generates & perpetuæ de rebus a 
Calendarium ſpeFantibus citra Calendarium' #ogrio-' 
ſcendis ad Vita Uſum Bp. 120, Baſil. 
3 1579» 
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The only Doubt (as the Doctor goes on) 
remains on what Day we muſt reckon the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Full Moon to fall. For we are 
not to fudge, adds he, either the Equinox 
or the Full Moon, according as they happen 
in the Heavens, or in our Almanacks ; but 
according to the Paſchal Tables, fired to rhe 
Time of the Nicene Council, And accord; 
ingly we are to account. the Equinox to be 
now ( as then it wat) on March 21. The 


Golden Number { fitted to the Cycle of 


19 Years, after the End of which it begins 
again at 1, 2, 3, Ct.) S plac'd in the Firlt 
Column of our Calendar, 70 tell us on what 
Day (ef ſach a Near) the New Moon i: 


— — FEY Y 


— — — — — — —  —— 
1579. one of the Rules is this, 5, Plenilumum die 
Veneris aut Saturni aut Solis fuerit, in ſub ſequentum Do- 
minicam tranſferetur. + N 


N. 8. The Author of the Clergyman's Vade mec um, 
Ch. 22. declares himſelf of the ſame Opinion witli 
Dr. Wallis, as to the 15th Day incluſive from the 


New Moon being the Full Mom; and to the CorreFion = 


of the latter part thereof ſuggeſted by the Do#or ; 
faying, that in caſe the Rule ſbould be altered accord. 
ing to Dr. Wallis's Propofal in his Letter to the 
Biſhop of MWercefter, v/z-" that it ſhould be: alb ays the 
Fir Sunday after the fir Full Mon next after the Ver- 
v Equinox, ſays, it ſhou'd be conſidered, that 
when. it is made it be not proper to be added, that 
I the Full Moon fall en « Sunday it ſbal by that Sun- 
day, not the Sunday after. R 


C 


a 3 _— * 


= _ 


PREFACE xxo 


ſuppoſed te happen in each Month ; and the 
Fifteenth Day of that Moan 5s reputed the 
Full. And then he proceeds to illuſtrate 
it by an Example: For thus, fays he, the 
Golden Number for the Year 1698. 3s 8. 
And this Number 8 ſtands in the Calendar at 
March 6. which we muſt therefore ſuppoſe to 
be New Moon, ( tho the New Moon was 
indeed March 2.) Now March 6. being 
the New Moon or Firſt Day of the (Repu- 
ted) Lunar Month ( for ſuch Year) March 
20, will be the 15th Day, or the (Reputed) 
Full Moon for the Month of March this 
Mar; which happens to be Sunday, the Do- 
minical Letter for this Year being B. But 
this happening before March 21 (the ſuppoſed 
Equinox) cannot be the Paſchal Full Moon; 
but ue muſt wait for another. And we ſhall 
then find the Golden Number 8 ſtanding at 
April 5. far the New Moon of April the 
ſame Year. And therefore the Full Moon or 
15th Day of that (reputed) Lunar Month 
is ro be April 19th , which being Tueſday, 
tbe Sunday next folowing is April 24. 
(where ſtands B. the Sunday Letter for this 
Year ) which is therefore to be-EASTER- 
Day, according to the Intent of the/e Tables; 
and it was obſerved accordingly. _ - _- 
But it were to be wiſhed, adds he, there 
bad be ſomewhere 4 Rubrick to direct, bow 
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we are to find this (reputed) Full Moon, 
and what is the Uſe of the Golden Number, 
After this he proceeds to ſhew the Diffe- 
rence of the Eccleſiaſtick Account in the 
Paſchal Tables from that of the Heavens, 
(both as to the Equinox, and as to the Full 
Moon). Telling Sir Fohn, that it was then 
{ viz. at the Time of the Council of Nice] 
that in 19 Years (which is the Compaſs of the 
Golden Number) the Lunations (of New 
and Full Moon ) did return to the ſame Day 
and Hour as they were 19 Years before. But 
tho this, adds he, be pretty near the Truth, yet 
it comes ſhort by about an Hour and Half, 
which Hour and Half in every 19 Years doth 
ſence that Time amount to 4 or 5 Days, whence 
it comes to paſs that the Reputed Full Moon 
is later by 4 or 5 Days than that of the Hea- 
vens, ſ v. Conf. p.16, &c.] But our EASTER 
(adds he) isreckon'd according to the Reputed 
Full Moons (derived from the Golden Num- 
ber) not according to thoſe of the Heavens. 
This Account of the Rule gave, I pre- 
ſume, Satisfaction to ſuch as were at this 
Time inquiſitive about it: But it did not 
prevent Mr. Calamy from renewing, in 
his Abridgment of Mr. Baxter's Hiſtory of 
bis Life and Times, the trifling Objedions 
which He, and other Diſſenters had for- 
merly, thro' a Miſunderſtanding of the 
Rule, 


_— 
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Rule, urg'd againſt it, to which this Let- 
ter of Dr. Wallis's was a ſufficient Anſwer, 
( thoſe Obje#ions being form'd from the 
Difference between the Eccleſiaſtical Moon 
meant in the Rule found by the Column of 
Golden Numbers in the Calendar, and the 
Moon in the Heavens), But I paſs by this 
without taking any notice of ic, becauſe 
I have ſpoke of it already, p. xxii, xxiii, 
XXiv. | 
In the Year 1705, when by Reaſon of 
the afore-mentioned Difference between the 
Eccleſiaſtical and True Moon in the Heavens, the 
Rule again fail d. it the Fri Full Moon in 
the Heavens after March 21. ſhewn in the 
"Almanacks of that Year falling on March 
29th which was Thurſday, and EASTER- 
D AY not being appointed nor kept on April r. 
the Sunday following, but on April 8. 
agreeably to the Intent of the Rule; the 
Eccleſiaſtical New Moon for that Year found 
by the Column of Golden Numbers in the 
Calendar, (the Golden Number then be- 
ing 18, and the Dominical Letter G.) falling 
on March 19. and the Eull Moon, accord- 
ing to Dr. Wallis, | viz. the 15th Day 
after incluſtve] on Monday April 2. but 
according to the Generality of Writers 
on this Subject, (as I have ſhewn in the 
Conference, p. 2 I. N. 2. and the Compilers of 
i mY the 


. 
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the Table for finding EASTER for ever, as 


J have ſhewn in the TABLE of Golden 


Numbers, &c. for 532 Years,) is on Sundoy | 
April 1. | viz. the 14th Day after In. 
eluſive , | and agreeably to the latter Para | 
of the Rule adjourn'd to the Sunday follow= 


ing, one Richard Thornton Eſq; commus= 
nicated to the Royal Society the following 


ſhort Explanation of this Rule, [which was 


publiſh'd in the Ph;loſophical Tranſactiems of 
the Society for March 1705. Vol. 24. p.1902. 


© Rightly to under tand the Rule for finding 
© EASTER in our Common-Prayer- 
© Book. 25 


Note, r. That the 21ſt of March in 


© all but Leap-Years, and in Leap-Years, 
© the 20th of March, was at the Time of the. 
© Council of Nice , when this Rule was 
© made, the Vernal Equinox. 

2. That the 20th of March in Leap - 


© Years, is the ſame as the 21ſt of March 


in Common Years. | 

© 3. That the Full Moon meant in this 
©-Rule, 5s not to be found in our Almanacks, 
© but by the Calendar of our Common- 


© Prayer-Books ; where, in the Firſt Co- 


* lumn, the Golden Number of ever Kor 


| 
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is plac d over againft the Day of the New 
Moon in every Month f the Tear. : 
k * 4. That the Fourteenth Day, including 
| © che Firſt Day of the Moon, 5s the Pull 
Moon, and not the Fifteenth, as Dr. 
© Wallis would have it in bis Letter. 


This conciſe - Explanation tho clear, 


plain, and juſt, as to the Days of the 


Full Moon and the Veynal Equinox, not fully 
clearing the Difficulty arifing from 
EASTER-DAY's falling ſometimes on 
March 22, (as is ſhewn in the following 
Conference, p. 28. &c.) there was publiſhd 
in the Ph;loſophical Tranſa#ions for the 
Months of September and October following, 
a fuller and indeed a True and Juſt Expla- 
nation of the Rule, communicated from the 
# Reverend Mr. Fackman, dated from Stone - 
leigb Houſe in Somerſetſhire, October 13. 
1705. wherein he takes notice of the Ex- 
1 #lanations of the Rule given by Dr. Wallis, 


Mr. Thornton, and others, which he had 


read, and found falſe and inſufficient ; and 
ſays, that be bad undonbtedly collected the 
true Senſe of the Rule by comparing ir and 
the Table of EASTER is the Common- 

Prayer-Book together [wiz. that for finding 
EASTER. for ever.] Which you re: 


bably he had done by ſuch a TABLE as 
I have annex'd to the following Conference. 


For the right Underſtanding of the Rule, 


he ſays, it is ſufficient to obſerve, 

Firſt, That the Full Moon meant is the 
Fourteenth Day of the Moon, according to 
the Calendar in the Common-Prayer- | 
Book: Which, he ſays, may be called the | 
Church Calendar, counting that Day of 
the Month for the Firſt, which has the | 
Golden Number of the Near collateral to it 
in the Firſt Column of the ſaid Calendar. 
And, 

Secondly, That theſe Words | next after 
March 2 1. are meant incluſively, as if it had 
been [aid | next after the Commencement 
of March 21.] So that if the Full Moon 
bnppens on March 21. the ſame muſt be the 
Paſchal Full Moon. BY 
Theſe Obſervations he proves right and | 

ſufficient for the Underſtandigg of the: | 
Rule, by reaſon he proves them NECES- - 
SARY. and SUFFICIENT 70 reconcile it 
with the Authentick Table for finding EA- 
STER for ever, from which the Practice 
of the Church never varies, T 58 
.. He proves his Fir Obſervation neceſſary. 
to tbat End, becauſe, as he ſays, ' if - the 
Paſchal Full Moon be any Day before ; or 
| alter 
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after the Fourteenth of the Moon by the 

Church Calendar, then the Rule and the 

Table will claſh, which he clearly and fully 
® ſhews by his Inſtances of BASTER- 
{ DAY for the Years 1702 and 1705. and 
thence ſhews, that the Full Moon meant 
in the Rule can neither. be the True Full 
Moon ſhewn in the Atmanacks, as the 
Diſſenters 1imagin'd, nor yet the Fifteenth * 
Day incluſive om the New Moon, as Dr. 
Wallis Lin his Letter to Sr. John Blencow] 
Mr. Wright [in his Poſt ſtſcript to his Short 
View of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology] and the 
Author of the Introductio ad Chronologiam, 
_ Reprinted at Oxford, A. D. 1704. p. 37. 
did aſſert it was. 

As to his Second Obſervation, he proves 
that. neceſſary to the ſame End, becauſe a 
| Full Moon, in the Senſe of the Rule, (viz. 
the Fourteenth Day incluſive from the New 
oon, as he had proy'd before, and as 
1 - have clearly. ſhewn in my TABLE of 

Golden N os for 532 Tears, annex d 

to the following Conference) does often hap- 

pen on March 21. in which Caſe the Sun- 

ty day following is always EASTER-DAY 

able and Practice; whereas (as he 

Cots ſays) it muſt be a Month after by 

7 the Rule, unleſs. ive underſtand theſe Words 
a. 
* 


8 | [next 
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[next after March 21.X7] as he explain'd 
them [viz. next after the Commence- 
ment (or Beginning) of March 21.7] be- 
cauſe, ſays he, Count you the Full Moon how 
you will, March 22. can never be EASTER- 
DAY by the Rule, unleſs March 21. may 
be the Paſchal Full Moon by the ſame; 
and yet, adds he, March 22. is EASTER- | 
'DAY by the Table and Practice as often as | 
the Golden Number zs 16. and the Domi- 
nical Letter D. Lwhich, as I have ſhewn 
in the following Conference, p- 29. happens 
Four- times within the Period of 532 Years, 
v iz. Three times in Common Tears, and Once 
in a Leap-Tear.J 1 

This Obſervation, he owns, may ſeem to | 
many Forc'd and Unnatural ; and that, 
he thinks, might induce ſome to count the 


* N.B. It muſt be own'd chat the Word After is 
underſtood in this Rule in two Senſes. In this place 
incluſively, ſo that it means on the 2 1; but in the 
latter part, viz [if the Full Moon ha upon « Sun - 
day, EASTER-Day is the Sunday of: Mi is to be 
undetſtood excluſivehh, ſo as to mean the Sunday fa 
lowing. So imaiediately after this Rule, where it 
is ſaid, that Aſcenſion Day is Forty Days after 
EASTER, it muſt be underſtood | as including both 
E ASTER-DAY and Aſcenſion- Day, fot there ave bur 
23 Da; s between, ] Whereas in the other Inſtances | 
the Word After. is underſtood excluſively, an Dr. 
Watlis has nightly oblery'd in bis Letter to Biſhop ! 
tell. Pp 4 7. it 

Fifteenth 
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Fifteenth Day of the Moon for the Full 


Moon in the Rule, and Mr. Thornton 
to ſubſtitute March 20. in Leap-Vears for 
March 27. Neither of which Hypothe- 
ſes however, ſays he, do any Service, all 
Things conſider d. The former indeed, 
['viz. that the Fifteenth Day incluſive 
from the New Moon, is the Full Moon 
meant in the Rule] ſays he, would vacate 
my Second Obſervation, March 21. never 
being the Fifteenth Day of the Moon by 
the Church Calendar. But then Das he 
rightly obſerves, and clearly appears by 
the TABLE. of Golden Numbers, &c. for 


532 Tears, annex'd to the following Con- 


ference, at thoſe Years, where a IV. is ſet 
in the Column of Dominical Letters] it 
would make the Rule notoriouſly Irrecon- 
cileable with the Table [Lviz. that for 
finding EASTER for ever] and Practice 
as he had ſhewn. 

As to Mr. Thornton's Hypotheſis, he 
ſays, I. That the only Colour for it, 
Cviz. , That at the Time of the Council 
of Nice, the Vernal Equinox was March 
20. in Leap-Vears] is, for any thing that 
he knows, more likely to be falſe than true, 
and_doth by no means follow from the In- 
tercalation. 2. That if this Colour were 
true, it was too great a Nicety to have been 


"7 | probably 


n. 
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probably regarded by the.Church. 3. That 
this n puts more Force upon 
the Words of the Rule than by. And 
laſtly, ſays he, If it were admitted it would 
fete the Difficulty only in Leap-Years : 
And my Second Obſervation would ſtill re- 
main neceſſary, becauſe the Cafe happens 
as well in Common 4s in Leap-Years, 

whereof we have an Example in the next 
Year (1706.) [and at all Years, which 
have 16 for their Golden Number. J Af. 
ter this he proceeds to vindicate his Ex- 
plaining the Words of the Rule [next 
after March 21.7] by ſaying, they mean 
[next after the Commencement 'of March 
21.7] from the Practice of the Romans, in 
that Paſſage which I have cited in the 
following Conference, p- 30, 31. | 


( 

5 
' 
Some time after, viz. in the Tear 1709. | 
when the Rule, according to the method | 
of finding the Full Moon by the, Ama- 
nac ls, again fail'd &; the firſt Full Moon 
after March 21. found by them, falling | 
on April 13. Whereas EASTER-DAY 
was not appointed or kept on the Sunday 
following, iz. April 13. but on Sunday 
April 24. according to the Latter Part b 


1 


* N. B. This Failure: will always happeh wheh 
2 Sunday comes betwess the Aflrononical and Eccle- 
fiaftical Full Mom that goveros EASTER. © h 
| * TY ig the 
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the Rule, by Reaſon the Eccleſiaſtical Full 
Moon (viz. the 14th Day Incluſive from 
the Eccleſiaſtical New Moon found by the 
Column of Golden Numbers in the Calendar 
to be then on Monday April 4. the Golden 
Number of that Year being 19. and the 
Dominical Letter BJ) fell upon a Sunday. 
There was publiſh'd a little Treatiſe of 
8 Pages in 82 for Henry Clements, Enti- 
tuled, The Rule for finding BASTER EY. 

aind and Vindicated, wherein is fhew'd 
the Rubrick's Agreement with the Council of 
Nice, and that Dr. Wallis's | Exceptions 
are miſtaken and groundleſs: In the Pre- 
face whereof he ſays, It is the leſs to be 
wonder d, that Mr. Baxter ſhould have oh- 
jected againſt the Rubrick (or Rule) for find- 
ing BASTER, when many of our own Me m- 
bers have tightly taken up Prejudices againſt 
it, as if it were Falſe and Erroneous, and 
ſuch as the Church do not adhere to, in fix- 
ung the Seat of BASTER [as is ſufficient- 
& 1y ſhewn in the preceding part of this 
Pre face. ] To what Mr. Baxter objetts, ſays 
he, it is (uffitient to Reply, That it is the 
Eccleſia ſtat Full Moon which governs 
EASTERN Mind not the Celeſtial; and 
there fore the Com mon Almanacks are not 
to be conſulted in this Caſe (the Diſſenters 
not having, as J can find any Where, 
. | entred 
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entred into a deeper Conſideration of the 
Rule. But, adds he, what our own Mem- 
bers have remark'd, carries a greater fhew 
of Force, becauſe they have entred into 4 
deeper Conſideration of the Rule, comparing 
it more artificially with the Tables, in order 
to Reconcile it with the Prattice of the 
Church; but finding ſome Difficulties there- 
in, they likewiſe have fallen foul upon the 
Rule, and charg'd it with Uncertainty and 
Error. He mentions no other but Dr. 
Wallis, who, he ſays, has imputed two groſs 
Miſtakes (to this ſhort Rubrick) v1, 
I. That EASTER-DAY is to be the Sun- 
day after the firſt Full Moon which hap- 
pens next after the One and Twentieth Day 
of March; which the Doctor ſays ſhoulc 

be the Sunday which falls vox or NEXT 
AFTER the firſt Full Moon, &c. And 
2. That if the Full Moon happens upon 4 
Sunday, EASTER-DAY #« to be the 
Sunday after, whereas the Doctor ſays 
it ſhould be that very Sunday, agree - 
ably to the Tables, both that for For- 
ty Tears, and that to find EASTER for 
ever, and to the Practice Church 


in the Years 1668, 78, and nd when- 
ever the Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon, falls 
on a Sunday. And therefore, ſays he, 
his Reflect ions ſhall be here Examined, as 


Tell 
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well for the Boldneſs of bis Charge, as leſt 
the Authority of ſo great a Man ſhould binder 
others from ever looking into, or ſuſpefting 
his Reaſons. 2 

Theſe Exceptions of Dr. Wallis, to- 
gether with his Account of the Fundamental 
Rules of the Nicene Council (mention'd 
before in this Preface, p. 32.) after a ſhort 
Explication of the method of finding the 
Full Moon meant in the Rule, by the Co- 
luma of Golden Numbers, tho' without 
any Directions either for finding out 
the Golden Number, or Dominical Letter; 
he fully and clearly anſwers, ſhewing, 
1. That the Doctor's Account of the 
Fundamental Rule of the Council of Nice, 
for the keeping of EASTER, was quite 
different from the Account given of it by 
Clavins, and Biſhop Beveridge, (and 
indeed all that I have read on this 
Point, except before the Bible in 1576. 
-mention'd before p. 5.) who ſay, That 
that Council determin'd EASTER ſhould 
be, 1. After the Vernal Equinox, i. e. the 
24% of March. 2. After the 14th Moon 
neareſt that Equinox, i. e. next after it. 
3 171 dad, following: that 14th 
Moon. From the Second of which Rules, he 
I ſays, it is manifeſt, that EASTER-DAY 
cannot be upon the 14# of the Moon, or 
1 | Day 


nee 


an 
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. Day of the Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon, as the 
Doctor ſuppoſes it may be; ſo that the 
{ormer part of the Rubrick is only this Se- 
cond Nicene Rule in other Words: And 
the Third Rule, he ſays, ſhews that it muſt 
bz adjourn'd as often as the 14th Moon 
falls on a Sunday, in the very ſame manner 
as the Rubrick does, in its laſt Words. 
And The Reaſons, ſays he, which Euſebius, 
Athanaſius, St. Ambroſe, and Proterius 
give, wby in caſe the Paſchal Full Moon 
fell on 4 Sunday, EASTER-DAY was 
adjourrn'd to the Sunday following, are, 
Becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour roſe on the 17th 
of the 7oon, not upon the 14th; and for a- 
voiding & Concurrence in Point of Time with 
the Jewiſh Paſſover, which are ſo many Ar- 
guments, that our Rubrick in this Point 
(touching the Adjournment of EASTER+ 
Day for a Week, as often as the Paſchal 
Full Moon falls on 4Sunday ).isConformable 
to the Rule in their Times, and moſt proba. 
bly was deriued from the Council of Nice. 
Whereas by the Doctor's Definition and 
Notes, there never could ſince the Coungil 
of Nice, have happen d any ſuch Adjourn- 
ment of EAS I ER, from the Sunday that 
the Paſchal Full Moon fell on, to the Su- 
day following. After this he ſhews, 
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the Temporary and Perpetual Tal 
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vize that of the moveable Feaſts for Forty, 
Tears, and that for finding EASTER for 
ever, do not claſh with the Rule ia this 
part, as the Doctor inſinuates, and par- 
ticularly in the Years 1668, 78, and 82. 
which the Dottor inſtances for that pur- 
poſe ; in which Tears, ſays he, the Eccle- 
ſtaſtical Full Moon fell not on Sunday, as 
Dr. Wallis imagines, but upon Saturday 
in every one of them f. Upon the whole, 
ſays this Author, The Tables agree in 
every Inſtance with the Rubrick ; and the 
Rubrick throughout, but particularly in the 
Places which the Doctor notes for Faulty, 
is moſt Authentick and Carrect; nor is 
there any Difficulty in reconciling it with 
the Tables, unleſs it be in theſe Words 
[next after the 21ſt of March] &c. which 
Paſſage is cited in the following Confe- 
rence, in a Note on p. 29. * 

Here Ended, I thi:k, the Controverſie 
about this Point, as manag'd by Church- 
men only; no one, as I can find, having 
thought fit to vindicate Dr. Wallz's Ex- 
ceptions to, and Corrections of the Rule. 


See a Note on the Groundleſneſs of Dr. Wallis's 
Excep:ians to this Rule, in this Preface, p. xxxiii. 
* . B. He has not here taken ary notice of 
Mr. 0!1yffes manrer of Solviog this Difficulty, men- 
tion'd in the Conference, P · 27. N. I. nor of Mr. 


Beſides 


If 


by 7rorntofs, p. 28. 
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Beſides the abovemention'd Citations 
concerning this Rule, there is a very large 
Explication of it given by Dr. Newton, in 
his Coſmographia, Part II. Ch. 2. where he 
gives a large Account of the Cycle of the 
Aſoon, what it is, how placed in the Calen- 
dar, and to what purpoſe, [but not exact- 
ly true;] and in Ch.3. where he gives 
a large Account likewiſe of its Uſe, in 
finding the Feaſt of EASTER. There is 
likewiſe ſome Account of it in the Feſta 
Anglo-Romana, p. 46, &c. The Clavis Ca- 
lendaria, p. 49, &c. and The Church of 
England Man's Companion, Ch. IV. Sect. 17. 
wherein the Rule is charg'd as Errone- 
ous on Account of the Difference be- 
tween the Aſtronomical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Aloons. | 

But notwithſtanding this Difference 
between the Aſtronomical (or True Moon 
in the Heavens, ſhewn in the Alman#ecks ) 
and the Eccleſiaſtical One (ſhewa by the , 
Cotumn of Golden Numbers in the Calen- 
dar) the Almanack-makers have conſtant- 
ly follow'd the Eccleſiaſtical One, meant 
in the Rule, in their Calculations of 
EASTER-DAY, in which I have not 
obſerv'd any to vary, as they have. in 
the placing of St. Matthi ass Day in Leap- | 
Years; and therefore it is very range, } 

that 
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that Mr. Partridge ſhould ſay, * that As 
to the. Rules preſcribed in the Common» 
Prayer-Book for the Time of BASTER, 
upon which the Moveable: Feaſts depend, 
neither He, nor any Almanack-maker, nor 
even the Church, nor the Lawyers go by 
it; and chat BASTER-DAY was not only 
ſer down in the Almanacks, but actually kept 
in the Year 1705, as well as in the Five pre- 
ceding Years, on Days quite different from 
what ie muſt have been according to that 
Rule, and that the two Terms dependent 
thereupon were kept accordingly. © 
Il 1 might here proceed to give an Ac- 

count of the ſeveral Engliſh Rules that 
have been given for finding of EASTER, 
different from this; but as the Limits of 
this Preface will not permit it, I ſhall only 
beg leave to obſer ve, that from the many 
Exceptions made to his, as well by our 
Diſſenting Brethren, ꝶ as by many of our 
Rech E own 

* Sce his Letter to a Member of Parliament touch- 
ing his Almanack for the Tear 1710, and the In- 
junction, whereby the Publiſhing of it is ftaid for the 
r dated Dec. 10. 1709. in one Sheet. 

+ Notwithſtanding the Diſſenzers amor gſt us have 
keen the chief Cavillers againft this Ryle, yet it 
ſeems the Papiſts have Fiſh'd in this, as well 2s 
other Troubled Wafers amongſt u:. For it appears 
in Dr. Pes EASTER not miſtim di p. V. that his 
TD BIA H 3 | Frieng 


own Communion, and the many Falſe, 
or at beſt Imper fett Explications and Vin- 
dications that have been made of it; It 
ſeems a fuller Treatiſe on this Subject was 
ſtill neceſſary : And how far I have in 
this.exceeded ſuch as have wrote an this 
Subject before me, is humbly ſubmitted. 
to the judgment of the Candid Reader, 
who I doubt not will readily acknow- 
ledge, that I have taken no ſmall Pains 
to ſet this Point in a true Light; how⸗- 
ever, I have good Reafon to think, that 
notwithſtanding the great Pains I have 
taken in the compiling of this Treatiſe, 
there will be ſome Miſtakes diſcover'd' 
in it, but I hope they will not be found 
to be of a groſs Nature, and therefore 
the more excuſable in me, ſince ſuch 
Great and Learned Perſons, as Bp. Beve- 
riage, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Sherlock, &c: have 
fallen into Miſtakes in writing upon 
this Point, eſpecially if (as I hope) I ſhall 
be found to have put it in à clearer 


— — 


Friend (whoſe Objections againſt the Rule in the 
1664. he thercia anſwers) had teld him, that di- 
vers Roman Catholics and Prieſts were eager Pleaders 
for the 3d of April | the Day on which it ought ro 
have been kep', according to the Computation of 
the Full Moon by the Almanacks |] Whereas by the 
Rule by the Kue it was fix d to the 10th, | 


Light 
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Light than others who have gone: CA 
me have done. 

The Principal End 1 ropos d i in 1 ſet= 
ting down the Rules for finding the 
Golden Number and the Domanical Letter, 
is, that thereby (by the help of the Ca- 
lendar) it may eaſily be know a when 
EAST ER, or any Moveable Feaſt, or 

even EASTER and Trinity Terms, and 
their Returns, Which have à De penda ce 
upon EASTER; have at any time paſt 
| happen'd, and may therefore prove © 

Uſe in the ſettling of Chronology, wv 1120. 
they. cannot be known any other w:; 
and it may happen, that the true Date 
of Wenn Facts and Writings,, relating 
| as well to the State as to the Church, may 

be difcover'd hereby. For when, the 

Golden Number and Dominical Eetters dt 
any Vear are found ĩt is preſently know a 
by the Table to find EASTER for ever, hen 
EASTER happen'd that Year; and when 
That's known, it is caſily known when the 
other Moveable Feaſts happen by the other 
Rules in the Calendar, which ſnew the Vis 
ſtance between them and EASTER: 

As to the FABLE: of Golden — 
aud Dominical Letters, &c. calculatet for 3A 
Tears; or in other Ferm the Dionyſan 
Period, found ſt neceſſar to make ſuch 
a oue, 
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a one, in order to find how the Compiler: 
thereof calculated their Full Moon, whe- 
ther on the Fourteenth or Fifteenth Day, 


Incluſive from the New Moon, ſince ſuch as | 
have wrote concerning Eccleſiaſtical Com- 


putation vary ſo much about it, as I have 
ſhewn in the following Conference, in my 
Notes on Pag. 21, 22. And in the making 


this TABLE, I calculated EASTER by 
the Column of Golden Numbers, accounting | 
the Fourteenth Day incluſive from the New | 
Moon for the Full Moon, and compar'd this 


Calculation with the TABLE for finding 
EASTER for ever, and found the Rule 
and the Table, according to this Method, 
conſtantly to agree throughout the whole , 
Period of 532 Tears. 

Atthe ſame time likewiſe I calculated 
EASTER, after Dr. Walls's Method of 
Reckoning the F 1 Day inclufive from 
the New Moon for the Full Moon, and 
whereſdever I found the Rule, according 


to this Calculation, and the Table to. 
Claſh, I ſet down in the Column of the. 


Dominical Letters for thoſe Years a CW] 
which happens no leſs than 67 times in 


this Period (which, being all Sundays, 
made his Correction of the Rule neceſſa- 
ry, in order to make it agree with the 
Table for finding EAST ER far ever! 


which 


ud 
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which he made, from an Unwillingneſs 
to admit (as I have ſhewn, even from his 
own Authority in another caſe, he fairly 
might *) that [the Full Moon next after 


FS 


the One and Twenticth of March] means 
[The Full Moon on the One and Twentieth.” 

I have done the ſame likewiſe with 
Relation to Mr. Thornton's Method, by 


'F ſetting a [Ti in the Column of Dominical 
Letters for thoſe' Years, wherein his 


pretended Solution of the Difficulty fails, 
as it does three times within this Period. 

It was printed before laſt EASTER, 
together with the Firſt Sheet of the Pre- 
face, and the Firſt Sheer of the Conference; 


and therefore has a new Set of Pages: And 


to make it the more Intelligible, and 
Plain, the Reader is deſired to Corrett 
the Titles of the Firſt and Laſt Column, 
by changing Lunar into Solar; and to 
add to Sect. III. [in the Notes on p. 35.] 


- 21. and to Sect. III. Lin the Note on 
p- 36. p. 28. 


I rather choſe to begin this TA- 
BLE with the Year 1549. the eAra of 
our happy Reformation, when K. Edward 
the VI's Firſt Common Prayer Book was . 
printed, than with the Year 1672. (tho 
the Dionyſian Period begins there, both the 


* Sce Oe Conference, p. 33, Kc || 1b. IM 
* ” unar 


n 88 — 3 


PREFACE? 
Lunar and Solar Cycles beginning that Year) 


that it may be the more caſily ſeen by 
the © Almanacks, in that and the follow- 


Iv1i 


ing Editions of the Common Prayer, that 
I have not erred either in the placing 
the Dominical Letter, or in my Calcu- | 
lation of EASTE R, and hope it will | 


from thence ſufficiently appear, that 


the Compilers of our Paſchal Rules, eſpe- 
cially of the Table for finding EASTER 
for ever, (of which this Rule, that has 
been made ſuch a Bone of Contention, by | 
reaſon it is not ſo clearly expreſs'd, 


as it is to be wiſhd it were) did in 
their Calculations account the Paſchal 


Full Moon to be the Fourteenth, and” 


not the Fifteenth Day incluſive from the 
Paſchal New Moons, and that the latter 


Part of the Rule needs not that Cor- 


reftion which Dr. Wallis has ſuggeſted 
it does. Though after all, it muſt be 
own'd, that it is ſo expreſs'd, as to be. 
very liable to be miſunderſtood, it not be- 
ing obvious to every common Capacity, 
that the Words [next after the One and 
Twentieth Day of March] ſhould (as I 
have clearly ſhewa they may and do &) 


et. ttt. A... Ai Sens, —_— 


* Sec the Conf. p. 30, &c. This it was that oc- 
cafion'd Dr. Wallis ror only to condemn the Rule 
as Falſe, but even the Table to find EASTER for 
ever... | See his Letagr fo Bp. Fell, p. 35.] 


mean 
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mean Con] as well as [ after the One and 

Twentieth Day of March] not to men- 
tion the Impropriety of the Word After, 
being underſtood in this Rule in two 
Senſes, in this place Incluſively, as In- 
cluding the Beginning of the 218 of March; 
and in the latter part Excluſively, as Ex- 
cluding the whole Sunday on which the Full 


| Moon ſhould happen F, which would be 


ſolv'd, 


* So lkewiſe, as Dr Wallis has obſery'd | in hi; 
Letter to Bp. Fell, p. 41.] in the Account given of 
the Diſtarce of ſome of the Moveable Feaſts from 
EASTER-DAY, with Re'ation to Aſcenſion Day, 


— 


which is ſaid to be Forty Days after EAST ER; the 


Word After muſt be under ſtood as Inclaſive of 
EASTER-DAY, though as Excluffve of it, with 
Reſp*@ to Rogation Sunday, &. (NB. In Sacro 
Biſco's Comput. Eerleſiaſticus, where the fame thing 
is ſaid of Aſcenſiin- Day, it is added Incluſs Utroqus 
Die.] Beſides this Inſtance, there are ſeveral o- 
thers, which do ſufficiently ſhew, that the Calen- 
dar needs a further Review, on Account of ſome 
* Miftahes and Defefts ; which, without Doubt, 
wou'd hive been Corrected and Supplied in 1661, by 
the Rewſſers thereof, hid they rot been hurried by 
te Parliament, as Archbiſhop S-ncroft frequently 
own'd they were. Of the tormer ſort, are, r. 
The many Miſwritings in the Cycle of Golden Num- 
bers, as Dr. Wallis has juſtly obſerv'd Cin his Letter 10 
Bp. Fell, p. 36. ] bt ſides ſeveral others, which he 
has taken no notice of. 2. The Mie at the Battom of 
the Table of Moveable Feaſts fir Forty Tears; which 
deciares, that the Supputation of the Tear of our Lord 

I : 


in 
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ſolv'd, as well as the Difficulty which 
ſtagger d both Dr. Wallis, and Mr. Thorn- 
ton, ariſing from EASTER-DAY's falling 
ſometimes on March 22. if the Rule were 
expreſs'd as it is in the Rubrick, de Feſtis 
Mobilibus, before the Roman Calendar ||, 
from 


— OY 


* 


tieth Day of March; whereas the Doctor rightly ob- 
ſerves Ib. p. 42.] it is not true with Relation to 
thoſe Feaſts which precede March 25. neither in that 
Table, nor in that to find EASTER for ever. As to 
Defefts ia the Calendar, the Doctor has rightly ob- 
{erv'd; 1. That a Rubrick is wanting, to tell us 
which are the Forty Days of Lent [ Ib. p. 42.] 2. That 
a Rubrick is wan ing. to let us know the Difference 
between the True and Putative New and Full Moon 
{ 15. p. 35] Ard even Dr. Pell has ound [in his 
EASTER not miſtimd ] that a Rubrich is want- 
ing, to let us know the uſe of the Golden Number; 
which, very probably, was intended, but thro' haſt 
omitted; becauſe a Kubrick, which was ſet in the 0Jd 
Calendar at the Bottom of the Alnauachs, or Table of 
the Moveable Feafts, was left out in 1661. 

_ || Quoniam ex decreto ſacri Concilii Nicent Paſcba. 
ex quo reliqaa feſta mabilia pendent, celebrari debet 
die Dominico qui proxime ſucceait XIV, Lune primi 
menſis, (is vero apud Hebre?s vecatur primus menſis, 
Cujus XIV. Luna vel cadit in diem Verni Æhuinoctii, 
quod die 21 menſis Martii contingit, vel propius ipſun 
ſ:quitur ) afficitur ut fi Ezatta Cujuſuis anni invenia- 


tur & ab erin Kalendario notata inter diem octauum 


Martii incluſrve & quintum Aprilis incluſive (hujus 
eriin Epactæ XIV. Luna cadit in diem Æuinoctii 
ver ni id eſt in diem 21 Martit, vel eum propius ſequitur) 

un 


in the Church of Englard beginneth the Five and Twen- | 
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from whence Bp. Coſin very probably 
took it, viz. EASTER-DAY, &c. is al- 
ways the Firſt Sunday after the Firſt Full 
Moon, which happens on, or next after the 
21 of March, &c. And it were to be 
wiſh'd, that ſome Acconat was given of 
the Full Moon meant. in the Rule, and 
how it is to be found, as was given in 
the Old Calendars *. 


I choſe 


— — 


nume rentur incluſive deorſum verſus dies quaturdecim, 
proximus dies Dominicus diem hunc XIV. ſequence (ne 
cum Fudæis conveniamus, fi forte dies XIV. Lune ca- 
deret in diem Dominicum) fit dies Paſche. 

N. B. It is likewiſe fo expreſs'd by ſeveral Au- 
thors that have given an Account of the Detet- 
minatiom of the Council of Nice abcut it. 

* N.B. Itave before in this Preface, p. 5. given 
2 Paſſage, put before a Bible, printed in Folio 1576, 
wherein a Direction is givea for fi:ding the Golden 
Number; ſince which I have ſeen the ſo'l»wing Ru- 
brick to the ſame Purpoſe in ſeveral old Common pray- 
er Books and Bibles that have the Calendar before 
them, left our at the Reviſing thzreat in 1661. 
" when I preſume a ful'er Acc>unt was intended 
to hare been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, but thro! haft 
omitted, It is at the Bottom of the Almanach, &o: 
which is of the \ me' Nature with the Table of 
Moveable Feaſts for Forty Tears in thre Words: 

The Golden Number is ſo called, b:cauſe it was 
b written in the Calendar with Letters of Gold right at 
© that Day whereon the Moon cha ged. and it is the 
* ſpace of 19 Years 1a the which the Moon returns to 
* the ſelf ſame Day as the Sun, and therefore it is alſo 

| 12 Faalled 
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EF 
I choſe to put this Treatiſe into the 
Form of A Conference between a Church- 
man and a Diſſenter 1. That I might 
thereby make it the more plain and eaſie 
to be underſtood. 2. Becauſe, though it 
has of late been made a Matter of Diſ- 
pute between Churchmen, it was at firſt 
Objected againſt by Diſſenters, and has 

(as I have ſhewn in this Preface) been 
very frequently urg'd by them as an Ar- 

gument (though, as I hope I have ſuf- V 

ficiently prov'd *) very Groundleſly, a- t 

gainſt Miniſterial Conformity; and I have 

Confirm'd, as near as I could, almoſt ] 

L 

[ 

7 


all 1 have ſaid by the Authority of o- 
thers, who have wrote on theſe Points 
before me. : 

I intended to have annex'd, by way 
of Poſtſcript to the following Treatiſe, 
after p. 36- An Account of the Lunar 
and Solar Cycles, with an Exact Cycle of | 
the Golden Numbers, which having re- 


called the Cycle of the Moon, in the which the Sol- 
© ftic:s and Equinocfials do return to one point in 
* the Zodiack. | | | | 
To find it every Year, vou muſt add one to the 
Year of Chriſt, for Chr'ft was born one Year of the 
19 already paſt ; then divide the whole by 19, and 
that which rem-:neth is the Golden Number for that 
Year, if (here be ro Surpluſa!, it is then 19. 
* See th: Conference, p. 31 KC. | 


ceived 


eee 1 


ceived Corruptions in many places in a 
long Tract of Time, (by reaſon when 
Aſtronomers began to compile Tables for 
ſhewing the Mean Motions of the Sun 
and Moon, this Cycle grew out of Uſe, 
except ſo much of it as related to the 
finding of EAST ER, viz. from March d. 
to April 5. incluſive, as I have ſhewn in the 
following Treatiſe, p. 18, &. which has 
been kept entire and free from Error) 
was, Without Correction, continued in 
the Book of Common Prayer, by the Re- 
viſers of the Calendar in 1661. and tho” 
pretended to be Corrected by ſeveral Mo- 
dern Writers, has (I have good Reaſon 
to fear) been truly Regulated by none; 
which I purpoſe to give the Reader, to- 
gether with a large Explication of the 
Manner and Method of its being plac'd 
in the Calendar, in a Second Explication 
and. Vindication of this Rule, if ſuitable 
Encouragement be given me to. purſue 
this Subject any farther, and to correct 
any Miſtakes, or ſupply any Defects, which 
ſhall be obſerv'd in this; of which I ſhall 


+ Bp. Beveridge in his Inflitutioncs Chronolog icæ and 
the Abridgement of it. viz. Introductio ad Chronola- 
gfam. Blon el, in his Hiſtoire du Calendrier Romain; 
and Dr. Nichols, in his Cement on the Book of Com- 


won Prayer. wt 
| thank- 
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thankfully receive any Notice, in a 


Letter to Mr. Downing in Bartholome w- 


Cloſe. 

I had Thoughts likewiſe of annexing 
hereto a large Examination of Dr. Walliss 
Letter to Biſhop Fell, concerning the True 
Time of Keeping St. Matthias's Day in Leap- 
Tears; and therein to have ſhewn, 1.That 
it is very clear, that the Reviſers of the 


Calendar in 1661, did intend to make an 


Alteration in this Point, and that from 
the Doctor himſelf, who in that very Let- 
ter, wherein he contends that the Feſti- 
val of St. Matthias is to be Regulated ac- 
cording to the Column of Calends, Nones 


and Ides, (which, though printed in the 


Book of Common- Prayer, Eſtabliſn'd by the 
Act of Uniformity, has yet in ſeveral late 
Editions been left out, as being thought 
to be of no Uſe) does yet grant in the 
ſame Letter, p. 22. I. 9, 10, 11.) that the 
Leſſons are to be guided not by that Cy- 


lumn] but by the Column of Days. And: 


in p. 18. 1. 14. that 29 ſtandsat the Bot- 
tom of February, to direct what Leſſons are 
to be read when February ſhall have a 29th 
Day; and wiſhes that that Column [in- 
ſtead of that of Calends, Nones and Ides] 
had ſtood next before that of the Leſſons, which 
8 tage thereby 
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thereby had been leſs ſubject to Miſtake [as 
indeed it does in moſt Editions, ſince the 
other is left out.] | 

Secondly, That the ſtanding Rule of all 
the Computiſts, for more than Four Hundred 
Tears paſt, none excepted | as he ſays, p. 13.1 
has not been contain'd in thoſe Verſes 
Biſextum Sexte, &c. declaring that this 
Feaſt was in Leap-Tears to be kept on 
the Natural Sixth Calends, and not on the 
Preternatural or Inſititious One; ſince it is 
not agreed, which Day in ſuch Years is 
the Natural Sixth Calends, and which the 
Preternatural One; but I wave inſiſting 
any farther on this Point now, except that 
| ſince both our Church and State account 
the 29th Day of February to be the Inf- 
titious Day, I conceive the ancient Cuſtom 
of doubling the Letter F. at February 24, 
and 25. ſhould be aboliſh'd; and the Ler- 
ter C. henceforth doubled at February 28. 
and 29. * | 

'A muſt. here add, that (as I have been 
Inform'd) for want of Underſtanding 
this Rule, At Sea, and in our Factories 
and Plantations abroad, the Feaſt of 
EASTER, has been found out and kept 
according to Rules different from this, 
by the Help of the Epatt. | 


Adver- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


J HE Reader is deſired to take Notice; 
that in the following Treatiſe the 
Objection againſt the Rule, taken from the 
Difference between the Aſtrenomical and 
Eccleſiaſtical Moon, is adapted to the Vear 
1771. by reaſon it was deſign'd to have 
been Publiſh'd before the laſt EASTER, 
when the two firſt half Sheets of the Pre- 
face, and the two firſt half Sheets of the 
Conference, and the TAB LE were work'd 
off; but it will equally ſerve for this Tear 
1712. by reaſon of the ſame Difference be- 
tween the Aſtronomical and Eccleſiaſtical: 
Moon. The firſt Aſtronomical Full Moon 
after March21. falling this Year on April 
10. and the Sunday following, viz. April 
13. [being Palm Sunday] and the Sunday 
lowing EASTER-DAY : Whereas the 
Eccleſiaſtical Full Moon meant in the Rule 
[viz. the 14th Day incluſive from the 
New Moon, found by the Calumn of Golden 
Numbers, to fall on Marchg1. the G. N. 
of this Year being 3.7] falls on April vg. 
which being Sunday, EASTER-DAY (8. 
cording to the latter part of the Rule) is 
not that Sunday, but the Sunday after; Viz. 
April 20. as it is plac'd in all the Alma- 
nacks of this Year, and in the TABLE of 
Moveable Feaſts for Forty Tears, and that for 
finding EASTER for ever in the Calendar. 

| THE 
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The Rule for fnding EASTER in 
the Book of Common-Prayer, 
explain d, and vindicated,in a 
familiar Conference, between 


a Church man and a Diſſenter. 
Ch. Eighbour, This is kindly done of 
You : I aſſure You, I am heartily 

glad to ſee You, 

Di. Sir, I am very much oblig'd to You 
upon many Accounts, but particularly for 
the Trouble You lately gave your ſelf to 
reconcile me to Your Way of Keeping Chriſt- 
mat, tho' at the ſame Time I have {till 
ſome other Dzfficulties on that Subjecł. 

C. Prithee Neighbour, what are they? J 

D. You ſhall have them another Time 
at preſent, I am come to talk with You 
upon another Subject, if You are willing, 
and at Leiſure. 6 

C. With all my Heart; Pray what is it? 

D. It is concerning the Rule for find; 
EASTER in Your Common-Prayer-Hoo 
which You know has been frequently 


found to fail, and does notoriouſly ſo 1018 
Ti car . A - C. 
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C. Prithee, Sous Neighbour, fit down a. 


little: Tis Poſſible I may ſatisfy You : Tis 
a Point I have formerly taken ſome Pains 
about. | | 

D. And ha'nt You obſerv'd Your ſelf 
that the Rule does notoriouſly fail 75¹6 
Year ? According to that, EASTER-DAY 
7s always the firſt Sunday after the firſt Full 
Moon which happens next after the one and 
twentieth Day of March, and if ihe Full 
Moon happens upon a Sunday, EASTER- 
DAY is tbe Sunday after. Now all the 
Almanacks of this Tear make the Full. Moon 
to fall on the zwenzy-third Day of March 
which is Friday, and yet EASTER-DAY 


is not the next Sunday, viz. the #wenty- * 


fifth Day, as the Rule ſays it 2 but 
the Sunday following, viz. April the firſt. 
6 Wen! And what do you gather from 
that! * X 


D. Why? is not this a plain Proof then 


that the Rae fails, and are we to be blam'd . 


for refuſing to give our A/ent and Conſent 
Zo all and every Thing contain'd in the Book 
of Common-Prayer, when this Rule is fo 
manifeſtly erroneons ? | 


EAT II. 8 
C. Hold a little, Sir: Are Vou ſure Vou 
don't niſtałe the Rule? Probably I may 
ſhew Lou by and by that it does not fail, 
tho You are ſo confident it beg. But 


Ly — 0 
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But ſince You except againſt The Decla- 
ration of AM ent and Conſent, &c, I muſt 
beg leave firſt to ſay, that this 1s nothing at 
all as to 70s, ſince it is not requir'd in order 
to Lay Conformity, tho' it be to Miniſterial 
Conformity. It has been ſufficiently proy'd 
by Two learned and judicious Authors, ( 1 ) 
that Mr. Calamy has ſtrain'd theſe Fords 
w a much Higher Senſe than ever the 
Church intended to put upon them. (2) 
They have ſhewn, and ſo have, as far as 
I can find, All other Members of our Church; 
and even the moſt Strenuous Defenders of 
it, that nothing more is meant by this De- 
claration of Heut and Conſent, than Aſſent- 
ing to the Lawfulneſs of the Book of Common- 
Prayer, and Conſenting to uſe it (3). 

A late Learned Author, ſpeaking of this 
Declaration of Mient and Conſent, has theſe 

(1) See Mr. Hoadley's Reaſonableneſs of Conformity 
toe the Ch. of Engl. &c. Part 1. 2d. Edit. p. 105. &c. 
and his Defence of it, Ch. 2. Mr. Ollyffe's Defence of 
Miniſterial Conformity to the Ch. of Engl. p. 19. &c. 
and his 2d Defence, p. 103. VS | 

(2) See his Abridgment of Baxter's Life, and his 

Three Defences of Moderate Non-conformity. 
. (3) See Dr, Falkner's Libertas Ecclefiaſtica, p.gr. 
Cc. Bp.Stillingfleer's Miſchief of Separation. Durel's 
Vindicie Eccleſie Anglicane, Cap. XVI. p. 161, &c. 
Fullwood's Grand Caſe, p. 13. Sherlock's Diſcourſe of 
Church Unity, p. 105. A Letter to Mr. John Olly ffe 
touching the Declaration of Aſent and Conſent. 


2 Words. 


1 


. of uy 4 ar. n * „ 


[4] 
Words (1). * The ſtraining of this too high 
and putting too rigid a Senſe upon it ſeems to 
mini fler the chief Occaſion of ObjefFions a- 
6 2ainſt it. Now it is to be obſerv'd, that Aſſent 
© and Conſent areHord's of the very ſame Im- 
por tante, as Dr. Falkner proves from many 
« Inflances in our Statute Law, and mean no 
* more when applied to T hings to be prafticed, 
© order d or uſed, ſave only an Allowance that 
© they may lawfully be uſed or prattiſed. Thus 
© awe give our we — Aſſent and Conſent 
*toall and every Thing contained and pre- 
© ſcribed in the Book of Common-Prayer &c. 
j. e. Me allow it to be « Book that has no- 
thing contrary to God's Holy Ordinances in 
iti but is ſuch as may Lawfully and Piouſly 
© be uſed in all the Offices preſcribed therein; 
© and that as ſuch we our ſelues will uſe it to 
© the Edification of his Church, To which 
let me add the Words of the learned Dr. 
« Falkner (2), who ſays, that Even ſach Per- 
© [ons who concerve ſome Things or Expreſſions 
* preſcribed, either in the Phraſes of the Com- 
© mon Prayer, or in the Pointing of the Pſalms, 
*or in the Tranſlation of the Pſalms or other 
* Scriptares, not to be ſuitable to their ownDe- 
« fires or Apprebenſious, (yet to be free from 


* 


(1) See Mr. Bingham's French Churches Apology for 
the Church of England, Book 34, Chap. 34. 
(2) See his Libertas Eceleſiaſtica, p. ga. 


Siu, 


| [s] 

' Sin, and of ſuch a Nature as that the whole 
©remarneth uſeful, to guide the Exerciſes of 
Piet] thoſe Perſons may ſafely, and with a 
0 N Conſcience, make this Declaration of 
© Aſſent with reſpect to other weighty Con- 
© figderations of Submiſſion to Authority, Pro- 
* moting Peace, Order, Unity, and the Edi. 
© fication of the Church in the united Exerciſe 
6 7 a rigbt Religious Worſhip. Even as ſuch 
© learned Men who may judge even our lat 
Tranſlation of the Bible, not to have fitly 
6 expgeſſed the Senſe of ſome difficult Places, 
© ay yet both unfeignedly Aſſent and earneſtly 
t perſuade to the diligent Uſe thereof, as knows 
© ing it to be of excellent Advantage 10 prous 
and humble Readers for their 455 table 
bra ts the Goſpel Doctrine, and the Mill 
* of Goa. 

D. Pray ſay no more on thts Point for 
whatever be the Senſe of the Declaration of 
Aſjent and wy it Signifies little or no- 
thing 70 me, ſince I am not obliged to make 
it. But to your Promiſe: Pray, ſhew me 
that the Rule does not fail this Tear. 

C. In Order to that, We will firſt con- 
ſider the Occaſion of the making it, and 
when it was ficſt made, and by whom. 

D. I ſhall be glad to hear it. 

C. You mult know then, that in the 
early Times of Chriſtianiiy, there were 
es | a great 


- was as much wanted formerly as it is now. 
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great Differences in the Chriſtian Church, I T. 
concerning the Time when EASTER, I th 
or the Feaſt of our bleſſed Saviour's Reſur- an 
rection, ſhould be obſerved, and there were IPI 
different Cuſtoms as to that Point: The or 
Chriſtians in the Eg, keeping it in Imita- 3 
1 

ra 

th 

te 

P 

2 


tion of the 7ews, on the 14th day of the 


oon, what Day of the Week ſoever it 
happen'd; pleading the Practice of St. John 
for fo doing, and thoſe of the Yet, ne ver 
on that Day, but on the Sunday following, 
as they ſaid, by the Direction of St Peter. 
The ſe Differences at length grew ſo great, 
that Efforts were made ſeveral Times to 
bring the Chriſtians of the Eaſt to Agree in 
this Point, with thoſe of the Feſt, but 
without Effect; tho' about the Tear of Cbriſi 
200, Hictor, Biſhop of Rome, call'd a Synod 
of Biſhops, in which it was unanimouſly 
agreed, except by the Biſhops of Aſia, that 
the Solemnity of our Saviour s Reſurrection 
was not to be ceſebrated on any other Day but 
the Lord's-Day ; and becauſe they would 
not ſubmit, Excommunicated them, 
D. Well: What was the Conſequence of 
this? Perſecution and Prolence, certainly, 
could do but little Good: Moderation, I ſee, 


— 


C. It was indeed ſeverely cenſur'd by 
feyeral Perſons of great Judgment and 
E Tem- 


171 
Temper (1), and indeed it did wore Hur: 
than Good : For the Breach grew wider 
and wider, til] about the Year 325, the 
Pious Emperor Conſtantine the Great, (in 
order to put an End to that, and ſome other 
Differences, which had then very much 
diſturb'd the Chriſtian Church,] call'da Gene- 
ral Council of the ſeveral h iian Churches 
then in being, and appointed the Meeting 
to beat a little Town call'd Nice: At this 
Place there hben met no leſs than 318 


Biſhops (2). _ | 
) See Suiceri Theſaurus Eccleſiaſticus ſub Voce 
Nd aa. And Bp. Hooper's Diſc. of Lent, Ch. r. 

(2) Any one that is minded to have: a full Ac- 
count of theſe Differences may conſul Euſel. Hift, 
Ecdl, I. 5. c. 23, 24. Theodoret Hiſt. Eccleſiaſt. lib. 1. 
c. 9, 10. Vit. Conſtantin. I. 3. c. 14. 18, 19, 20. 
Socrat. H:ft Eccl, lib. r. c.g. Sozomen, Hiſt. Eccl. lib. 
r. c. 21. Dupin's Eccleſiaſt. Hiſt. Cent. 4. p. 252. 
Suiceri Theſaurus Eccleſſaſt. ſub Voce Ila g. Beve- 
ridge Inſtitut. Chronoleg. lib. 2 c. 4. Reg. 5. Set. 3. 
Dr. Pell“: EASTER not miſ-tim'd, a Letter written out 
of the Country to a Friend in London, concerning EASTER- 
DAT. Booker's Tractatus Paſchalis, Dr. Wallis“ 
Letter to Sr. John Blencow, in the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions, No. 240 Vol 23 p. 18 5. EY. Hooper's Diſcourſe 
of Lent, p. 61. Collier's Dictionary under the Word 
Quartodecimans. Mr. Wright's Poſtſcript to his ſhort 
View of Mr. Whiſton's Chronology of the Old Teſtament. 
Mr. Ollyffe's Second Defence of Miniſterial Conftrmity 
ro the Church of Engl. p. 217. Dr. Wille's Juagm. of 
the Foreign Reformed Churches concerning the Church of 
England. And Mr: Gadbury's F:tum Feſtorum. 
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D. Well, Waden done at this mighty 
Meeting ? r 
C. I was at this Time that theſe Differ- 
ences were in a manner happily compoſed, 
by ſeveral prudent Canons, which were then 
made for the Keeping of EASTER, at 
one and the ſame Time, in all Parts of 
the Chriitian Church. 

D. An Excellent Emperor Indeed! No 
one ſurely will commend his #7ſdom, what- 
ever they may ſay or think of his Piety, 
who could imagine ſuch a Trifle as bis 
worthy the Serzous Con/ideration of ſuch a 
Namerons and Penerable Aſlembly. | 

C. You may think whatever You pleaſe 


of him, and call his Wiſdom and Prudence 


into Queſtion as much as You think fit, 
But I aſſure You, The Chri ian Church in 
abmoſt off Apes has approv'd of what he did 
on this Occaſion, by following the Tales 
and Cent which were made in his Synod 
for that Parpoſe. | 

D. Since You have talk'd ſo much of 
the Rules and Canons made in this Synod for 
tar Exd, I deſite You would tell me what 
they were, and what Succeſs attended them. 
I know not how to give them You 
better, than in the Wordt of the Learned 
Dr. Nechols. 


D. Pray let me hear them then, 


8 
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C. The Doctor in his Excellent Comment 
on the Boot of Common Prayer, in Note on 
the Rule for finding R AST ER, ſpeaking 
of the Determinations of this Synod, ſays, 
that. they decreed two Things. Firſt, 
* That EAS TER ſhould be obſerv'd, 

„ according to the Romans (1) and other 
« Weſtern Churches. Secondly, That the 
« Chriſt ins ſhould have — in common 
« with the hateful People of the Jews, 3. e. 
te that they ſhould never celebrate their 
« EASTER upon the ſame Day on which 
= „ The Fews celebrated their Paſſover, as ap- 

“% pears by .Conſtantine's Letter to the 
« Churches upon the Occaſion of the 
4 n Determination in this Affair. 

2 

D. What was the Effect of theſe Grave 
Determinations ol this venerable Body? Did 
they put an End ro theſe Differences? 

C. Ves: they did to theſe, but there ſoon 
aroſe new ones: (3) For it being referr'd 
'to the Church of Rnd, wherein were 

B more 


— eo — 
=> 7 as Poaaiolt, ry Cone: Nic. 
Theod. Lib. 1. cap. 9. 
(2) Euſeb. de Vita C 4453 cap: 16. 
(3) See Gadbury's Fe p. 21, 22s 
optons Concordancie of Fears „ Chap. XXXIX. 
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more and better Aſtronomers than in any o- 
ther Part of the World, to calculate E A- 
STER, and it being agreed that the Biſhop 


thereof ſhould every Year give Notice by 
Letter to all other Churches, when they 
ſnould begin their Lent, and when their 
EASTER, and he either neglecting to do 
it in due time, or his Letters miſcarrying: 
Other Churches began to invent Cycles for 
the finding EASTER themſelves, and 
this bred ſome Confuſion for a pretty con- 
ſiderable Time, till A. D. 532- One Dio- 
ny ſius Exiguus, a Roman Abbot, from a Cy- 
cle of 532 Years, made a 7. able for finding 
EASTER for ever, which ſoon receiv 
a General Approbation, and has been ever 
ſince follow'd by all Churches till A.D.1 583. 
when Pope Gregory XIII. not only alter'd 
the Stile, but alſo the manner of Calculatin; 
EASTER, directing it ro be found by the 
Epatt, by; which means there is ſometimes 
7, ſometimes 28, and ſometimes even 35 


dayr difference between our EASTER and 
that of the Church of Rome, as a very judi- 


cious and learned Writer has ſhewn by. a 
Table for that Purpoſe. (1)... - 

B. Pray Sir be pleas'd to put an End to 
this long digreſſion, and come to the Point 


X N — ard 3 3 N | 
* 7) See r Booker 7. 5 Pager, Paſchaliry p.43. 
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which I mention d to you at my firſt. com- 
ing in, vic. How you could clear The Rule 
in your Cammon-Prayer-Boot, which ſays, 
that EAS TERDO AV i always the firſt 
Sunday after the Firſt Full Moon which hap- 
pens next after the One and Twentieth of 
March, when all the Almanacks of this Year 
| make the Ful Moon to fall on bo Twenty 

Third Day. of March, which is Frida, and 
yet EAS IER-DAV is not the net Sunday, 
viz. the Twenty Fifth Day, but the Sonny 
falawung, vizundprilthe Firſt. - > ; : 

C. L:come'now. then to the Point, and 
þ-mulſt beg dea ve to toll you that yon think 
the. Rxle is falſe, neous yen don' t tightly 
undefſtent it. : 1 

D. Pray: wan ſa, is it not main enough! ? 
What, part of- it pray is it that ] don't 
rightly underſtand ? 

ci Kon ate miſtaben in chat bart of it 
that relates to the Moon, Which, you 
imagine is to he,dound by the Almanecks, 
whereas it iso nt. „lic 


21D. Why pray how is it to be found \ 
elſe; I am rekt there is no Direction gi - 
ven in your: Comman- u for find- 
10git/'elſewherei? +7... 
C. Ves; there ig, tho! it he got ſo plainly 
Expreſyd hoy vou d wilh it were 
D. Pray Where is this Niraſtionꝰ/ 
AWA B 2 c. It 


* 
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C. It is in the Calendar where there is 
in mot, and ought to be in «ll. Editions of 
the Common Prayer Book, a Column of F. 
gures call'd the Golden Number, plac'd even 


with certain Days in every , as os 
Example : - - 


lo A {ct againſt _ 555 F 


and fo on; and by this Colunin of of Golden 
Numbers you muſt find the Ful. ion. 

D. Pray let me into this mighty Secret. 

C. It is no ſuch Secret, any one that is 
but diſpos'd to ſpend a very little Time 
this NN may aſdy find it out. 3 

hen pray Sir give wy a little * 
rection for that End. = . 

c. The Way is, Fir#, To find out the 
Golden Number for the Tear whoſe . 
STER you deſire to know. 

D. Pray Sir, before yon go any anden 
let me know the Acauing «pp Uſe of this 
Golden Number, © 

C. That I will do if you pleaſe ice 
Time; but at preſent, if you will have 
the Patience, I would ſhew you how they 
are to be made iſe of, with relation 0 


the Knie for Nane EASTER, 
4 D. Well 


1 
D. Well Sir, go on then · | 

C. To find x... the Fall Moor then, you | 
muſt, a8 l ſaid before, Fir find out the 
Golden Number of the Tewr whoſe EASTER 
you deſire to know. 

D. You will- pardon tne, Sir, if I am 
a little Impertinent in Tuterruptin you z 
for I love go go ſtep by ſtep, a there+ 
— before yon go any farther, I would 
beg you to tell me hom 1 may find out 
this Golden Number. 

C. Why there are ſeveral Ways for that, 
as e You may — it 5 every Alma- 
aim 

D. But ſuppoſe my Curioſity ſhould in- 

cline me to know when EASTER will fall 
Js or 6 Years hence; how (ſhall I know it 
then ſince the Alnanack ſhew the Golden 
Number for no more than once Tear. 

C. You may then look into the Commons 

ayer-Book , and you will find it in the 
T able ble of the Auna Feat, calculated for 
40 Tears. 

D. But what if 1 Mould, when this fit 
of Cutioſity comes upon me, not be able 
to meet with a Common. Pr er- Bool, that 
would iſhew me this; for in all the Edirions 
of it from 1662 to 1700 that Table be- 
gifs at 166 1 and ends with 1700, fo thar 
none but the Editions Printed ſince 1700 
can 


[14] 
can ſhew this, and even ãn ſeveral '6f.theſe 
later Editions, either thro' the "NeFligance 
= Jgnorance of the Printers, the Chluxin of 

Numbers is left aut in th Tabl. 
* Why then | will give yon thei Shi for 
finding the Golden Number for t ver; and that 
is this, You muſt add to the Tb whoſe 
Golden Number you. deart, TJ» oel I 20! 
51 D. pray why. fo fas Ch GOT 4910 310 
C. Becauſe Our Saviour Chriſe:c<from 
whath Birth we begin our Account) was 
Born when the Golden Number was v. 
D. Well, what muſt be done nextꝰ s 
C After you have added the Number 
to the Lear. you muſt divide the Prũduti by 
T9; and the Quotient ſhews the Number of 
Lunar Cycles, r Revolutions oſ Golden Num- 
bert, which have paſs d ſince our aviour's 
Birth, and the remaind er is the Gallen Num · ¶ 
bern deſir d; bun if o remains, the Gulden 
Numlier is 19: For, Example, 1 bein added 
to, this Year 1771. makes 1712, which be⸗ 
ing Divided by 19, the Quotient being 98. 
ſhews that 99 Lunar Cytles have paſs'd. inc 
our Sæviour's Birth and the remainder be- 
ing 25 ſhews that 4 the Golden Number 
40 f til Vear, as does the Table of the la- 
veable Feaſta, calculated ſor 40 Tears, in che q 
Com mon- . and 2 En LEI ears} 


roads (Nd, „ ind gnon Mw! 
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P. Sir ol: thank you; ; this has fatisfy'd 
Ine as to this Point: Well, when 1 have 
ound out the Col den Number, what muſt I 
40 next? 
C. Vou muſt then look into the Book of 
ommon Prayer, and in the Calendar before 
he Days of every Menth, you will find a 
olummn'of Figures, not exceeding the Num- 
ver of 19, which are calFd the Golden Nam- 
bers, and the Day againſt which the Golders 
Number of any Tear is plac'd, is the New 
Moon of that Month of that Year 

D. Nay, Sir, that is falſe, as may be 
aſily ſeen by comparing the New Moons, 
found out according to this Method, with 
hoſe mention'd in the Almanacks, As for | 
Example. 0 

C. You need not produce me any E. 
amples, for I know what you ſay to be true, 
and the Reaſon of it. | 
D. Pray let me know the Reaſon of it. 
C. It is becauſe the State of the Moon, ag 
well as of the Sun, is alter'd now from 
what it was at the Council of Nice, ot at 
leaſt in the Time of Dionyſius Eæiguus, when 
chi Rur was firſt made, and the Cyole of 
olden Numbers invented to find it out: Ac- 
ording-to-the Judgment of the beſt Aſtro- 
vemers of theſe Times, the Yernal Equinox, 
uy dhe Jime when the Pays and Nights 


are 


a * 


are equal in the Spring, was obſerv'd to 
fall on the 21ſt of Marcb, tho? now it falls 
on the ioth; and the true New Afoons 
do now fall between 4 and 5 Days ſooner 
than they did then, and for this End the 
Golden Numbers are in ſome Calendars ſet 4 
Days higher. (t) 8 1 | 
D. Why pray, whence comes this Dif- 
ference? w" 
C. The Reaſon of it is this: The Julian 
Tear contains 365 Days and 6 Hours, which 
being multiply'd by the. Lunar Cycle 1 9,makes 
6939 Days and 18 Hours; but the Lunar 
Tear being multiply'd by the ſame Number, 
and its Embol:/mical Months added to it, 


produce only 6939 Days Hours and a half, 


ſo that there is the Difference of 1 Haur 
and a half between the Lunar Cyele and 19 
Julian Tears; and therefore, after the Revo- 
lition of 19 Tears, there is not an eat 
Equation of the Motions of the Luminaries : 
Now this Difference being long neglected 
by the Writers of Calendars, did produce 
Errors in the Computation of New and Full 
Moons, ſo that now the Difference is no 
leſs than 4 Days, and if you reckon. but 5 

. 


* — — — — — — — 

(3) As in the Calendar of a Commen+Prayer-Reok, 
Lond. 1627. fol. The Scotch Common-Prayer-Book. 
| Edingburgh, 1637. fol, and the Great Church Bible, 
Lond. 1640. fol. 


L171 
Days Excluſive above the Day againſt Sbich 


the Golden Number is 1et, yon will gzncrally 
have the True New: Mon. (1.) 

D. I ſhall not trouble my felf about a- 
ny other New Moon than that which gewernt 
EASTER; pray how is That to be found 
out? 
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(1 Dr. Pell, in his Faſter not ET js ** vi. — 
ing cited ſome old Verſes containing Rules for 
finding Eaſter ( vlũch arè in the Profs f. lit. --- 
Says, The Mow Moon meunt in theſe Verſes, 3; 11 
ſuch. as our Almanacks now profeſs to give de, name= 
ly the Hour and Minute of the true Comun8i 7727 gf. the 
Sun and Moon; but it ® only the Dq af 00Ns 
mean Conjunct ion, as it was about 1300 Lehr! 7 
9 at the Time of the Council'of Nie, When th 

ernal Æquinox was obſery'd to fallion March 

| 21] and wu there (viz, in the Calendars of the Mi 
ſals which have the Column of Golden Numbers in 
them] found meerly by taking the Day. ain 1 5 
the propoſed Years Golden Number 5 191 45 1 07 

gm of each Month. For that ae 

enough, that that Day wonld be four 7 
New Moon o 2 own Time, and 55e ds 1 
gin at the 0 found, and tell upwards a & 11 
to each Day, 7 ing, in celis eſt hic; The Syllable 
hic will fal I} our Days above your Gol Uniher a1 
there ſhew wh the Day o — New Moon for your J Tone. 

In the Prymer of Salisbury Uſe liked if 120 URS 

(herein is the ſame 5 Golden WP 
the Calendar of the Common-Prayer + 2 
The Newe Mone 16 comphty evety; 
in the fyft Dap before the 8 
renneth kor che rere. * as . The Real 
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are equal in the Spring, was obſerv'd to 
fall on the 21ſt of March, tho' now it falls 
on the 18th; and the true New Afoons 
do now fall between 4 and 5 Days ſooner 
than they did then, and for this End the 
Golden Numbers are in ſome Calendars (et 4 
Days higher. (1) | 

D. Why pray, whence comes this Dif- 


erexce? | in 
C. The Reaſon of it is this: The Julian — 


Tear Contains 365 Days and 6 Hours, which ſu 
being multiph d by the Lunar Cycle 19,makes % 
6939 Days and 18 Hours; but the Lunar Si 
Tear being multiply'd by the fame Number, m. 
and its Embol:/mical Months added to it, 5 
produce only 6939 Daysſ6 Hours and a half, ,, 
ſo that there is the Difference of 1 Hour 
and a half between the Lunar Cyele and 19 
Julian Tears; and therefore, after the Revo- 
lution of 19 Tears, there is not an exact 
Equation of the Motions of the Luminaries : 
No this Difference being long negleQed 
by the Writers of Calendars, did produce *2 
Errors in the Computation of New and Full 
Moons, ſo that now the Difference is no 
leſs than 4 Days, and if you reckon but 5 (4 
| Days th 


(1) As in the Calendar of a Commen-Prayer-Book, 
ö Lond. 1627. fol. The Scorch Common -Prayer- Book. 

Edingburgh, 1637. fol, and the Great Church Bible, 
f Lond, 1640. fol. 


11 
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Days Excluſive above the Day agdinſt which 
the Golden Number is ſet, you will generally 
have the True New Moon. (1.) 9 
D. I ſhall not trouble my ſelf about a- 
ny other New Moon than that which governs 
EASTER, pray how is That to be found 


out? 


— — ——— — 
(J.) Dr. Pell, in his Eaſter not miſetin'd, p. vi. hav- 
ing cited ſome old Verſes containing Rules for 
finding Eaſter 4 are in the Preface 5. iii.] --- 
Says, The Mew Moon meunt in thoſe Verſes, 1; not 
ſuch as our Almanacks'now profeſs to give ts, name= 
ly the Hour and Minute of the true Conjunct in of the 
Sun and Moon; hut it j only the Day of the Moons 
mean Con junction, as it was about 1300 Tears agoe; 
(vis. at the Time of the Council of 'Nice, When the 
ernal Zquinox was obſerv'd to fall on March 
| 21] and u there (viz, in the Calendars of the Miſ- 
as which have the Column of Golden Numbers in 
them] found meerly by taking the Day. againſt which 
the propoſed Years Golden Number ſtands in the Mar- 
gin of each Month. For that Coniputiſt knew we 
enough, that that Day would be four Days after the 
New Moon of his own Time, and therefore Vids us be- 
gin at the Day ſo found, and tell upwards a Syllable 
to each Day, ſaying, in celis eſt hic; The Syſlable 
hic will fall, aur Days above your Golden Number aud 
there ſhew you the Day of the New Moon for your Time. 
In the Prymer of Salisbury Uſe likewiſe 120 1534 
(wherein is the Came Columnof Golden Numper) as ua 
the Calendar of the COmmon- Prayer Book) tig Cata, 
The Newe Mone is compnlyp everp Woutt 
in the kyft Dap before the Golden Monde th 
renneth for the pere. N. Z. The Rea{on of the 
C 


c. The 


» ww r= wo 


LO FR lee 


* 
1 
| 
K 
j 


18 ] 


againſt what Day the Golden Number is placd 
berween March the 8th and April the 5ch 
Incluſive Ci. e. accounting March 8th the Fiſt, 
and April 5th the Laſt of ſuch Days] and 


that is the New Moon which govern:E ASTER: 
D. Pray why muſt I not look for the 


Golden Number before March 8th? 


C. Becauſe the Firſt Council of Nice fix'd 
the Vernal Equinox on March 21ſt, and ap- 
pointed the Firſt Sunday after the firſt Fall 
Moon Which ſhould happen on or next after. 
this Vernal Equinox to be EASTER-DAY(1,) 
ſo that the Full Moon which governs EAS- 
TER, muſt fall either on or ſome Days after 
the 21ſt of March, and conſequently the 


ſceming Difference between Dr. Pell and the Pry- 
me, as to the Place of the True New Moon in the 
Calendar, is that the 4th Day in the former is 


reckon'd Excluſively and the 35 in the latter In- 


cluſively; tho' now the True New-Moon muſt be 


reckon'd the 5th Excluſive, by reaſon the Differ-" 
ence between the Aftronomical and Eccleſiaſtical * 


New- Moon, which was then but about 4 Days 1s 
nom become almoſt 5. 


(1.) This was grounded on their following the 
Uſage of the Jews, who began their Year with the 
New Moon which happen'd neareſt the Vernal Equi- 
no, or the Time of the Sun's entring into Ai ies, 
whether before or after it; and keeping their Pal-. 


New 


* 
"» 


C. The Method of finding it out, is this; 
You muſt look into the Calendar, and mark 


. 
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New Moon which governs EASTER cannot 
happen before March $th. (1.) 

BD. But why when J am finding E ASTER 
according, to this Method, muſt I not look 
for the Golden Number after April the fifth ? 

C. Becauſe otherwiſe the Full Moon would 
fall after the 25th of April, which is the ut- 
moſt Limit of EAS TER, according to the 
Rule, which ſays, that it 1s always the firſt 
Sunday after the firſt Full Moon that happens 
next after the one and Twentieth Day of 


March, which ſaid Sunday cannot fall after 
April the 25th ? 


ſover on the Fourteenth Day Incluſive, after this 

New Moon. | | 
(r.) I muſt confeſs, it does not appear from 

the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, particularly Euſebius 


and Theodoret, that the Council of Nice did expli- 


citely decree any. thing more about this ir, 
than 1ſf. That the Chriſtians ſhou'd not keep their 
EASTER on the ſame Day the Jews kept their PASS- 
OVER, and 2diy. That they ſhould follow the Rules 
of the Romans [and conſequently not of the A- 
aticks or Quartodecimans] in kee ing it. Which 
| Rules I take to be, what Modern Writers on this 
Subject, as Petavius J. 2. c. 66. The Rubrick de 2 
Mobilibus in the Roman Breviaries and Miſſals. Be- 
veridge J. 1. c. 9. Sea. 8. and 9. Booker t: 5. The 
Rule for finding Eaſter Explain'd and indicated, p. 
7. the Reform'd Calendar p. 12. Blondel, Pars 
. Spanhemij Introd. ad Chronolog. et Hiſt 
Sacr. p. 15 call the Determinations of the Council 


of Nice about this Point. 
C2 D. Is 


200 

D. Is then the whole Cycle of the Golden 
Numberscomprehended berween theſe two days 
viz. Masch $th and April 5th Incluſive ! 

C. Yes; You may eaſily ſee it to be ſo 
by looking into the Calendar; 

I. 

D. Well; when 1 have found out the 
New Moon according to this Method, How 
moſt I find out the Full Moon ? 

C. You muſt reckon Fourteen Days from 
thence Incluſive, i. e. accounting the Day of 
the New Moon for the Firſt, and ſtopping at 
the Fourteenth, and calling rhat the Full Moon. 

H. b the Full Moon then always the four- 
teenth Day incluſive, from the New Aeon? 

a5 bY is never ſo in Aſtronomic al Reality 

t in Eccleſiaſtical Computation as It 


rſs this Rule for finding EASTER, it 


D. You fay ſo, but ſeveral learned Per- 
ſons, that ſeem to have ſtudied this Point 


Ce JV. B. According to the Aſtronomical Tables 

us mean Period is about 29 Days and 12 

Bouge, that conſequently the mean Full Moon muſt 

Ab about 85 : 5 and 18 hours after the mean New 

For wh aſon, in the Calendar the Got- ¶ gi 

den 2 Ni a * 5 fame e Denqmination are generally 15 
plag d tetnately at 29 and 30 Days Diſtance 

trom each other; Except where thro* the Error of II 

the Printers they are m Vyritten. 8 


— 1 { very 


* 4. 
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„ 
rery accurately and carefully, have aſſerted 
hat the Full Moon is not the Fourteentb, but 
he Hiſieenth Day Incliſive from the New 

oon. (I.)) 

C. 1 know it, there are ſo; but yet there 
are others as learned and judicious as they, 
and I may ſay better skill'd in Calendar 
Learning, at leaſt ſuch as have ſtudied chis 
Rule better, that are of the contrary Opini- 
on, and ſay that it is not he Fiſteemth Day 
Incluſive but the Fourteenth ( 2.) Nay it muſt 


(1.) See Bp. Beveridges Iuſtitut. Chronolog. Lib. 2. 
cap. 4. reg. 5. Sec, 3 in his Example for the Year 
1667, where he calls April 2. (tho' it be the 15th 
mcluſive,) the Quarta Decima, 1. e. the Fourteenth 
from March 19, the Piſchal New Moon of that Year, 
tho? in Sect. 1 and 2, he grants that the Council of 
Nice did decree [to which the latter Part of out 
Rule agrees] that EAs TER ſhou'd not be celebrat- 
ed on the Fourteenth Day of the Moon, but on the 
R after, and that theſe Rules are moſt ſtrict- 
ly ee! obſerv'd by our Church. Dr. 

alls Letter to Sr. ohn Blencow' in the Miloſo- 

phical Tranſactions of May 1698. No.240.and' to Bp. 
Fell in the True Time of keeping St. Matthias Da 
in Leap Years, p. 35. I. 21. &c, Mr. Wri ts. Poſt 
ſeript to his ſbort View of Mr. Whiſton's Chrono- 
of the Old Teſtament, The Introd. ad Chronolo- 
Siam, p. 37. The Clergy-Man's. Wade Mecum. @ 
22. p. 199. | 

(2.) See Iſidori Hiſpalenſis Origines Lib. 6 Ds 
Cycls Paſchali. Petavius de Doch. Temp. paſſint Scali- 
ger de Emendatione Temporum and Elenchus Calen- 


be 
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be conſider'd that in all the Books wrote a· ¶ boſ 
bout the Calendar and Eccleſiaſtical Compura- im 
tion the Full ſoon bears no other Name than 
the Fourteenth Moon, and from thence came 
the Name of Quarto Deci mans, which was hat 
given in the Primitive Times to ſuch Chriſ- % 
tians as celebrated EASTER on the Day of 
the Full Moon, on which the Jews celebrated 
their Paſſover and not on the Sunday after Fe 
it. But this TABLE of the Golden Numbers 
and Domunical Letters Calculated for 532 
Years, which I have in my Hand, I hope 
will convince you, that Dr. Wallis and 


- 


dary Gregorian paſim. Dr. Nichols in his Comment 
on the Book of Common Prayer in his Note on thu 
Rule. Newton's Coſmographia, Part 2. Clap. 2. 
Pauli de Middelburgo de 1ef#a Piſche Celebrativne, c 
&c. paſſim. Bucherius iz /f0rij Canonem Paſcha- Pl. 
lem, paſſm. Spanhemij ad Introd. Chron & Hiſt. Sacr. ni. 
p. 66. Colliers Diionny, under the Article WE a 
Luarto-Decimani, Dr. Pell's Eſter nat miſ<tim'd, Whj 
p- 7. and 10. Mr. Booker's Tractatus Paſchals, p. 

4. Mr. Thornton's Letter 20 Dr. Sloan, publiſh'd 
in the Philoſophical TranſaFions, of March, 170g. ( 
Vol. 24. p. 1902. Mr. ju. kman's Letter to Dr. Nur 
Sloan, of Of. 13. 1705. obliſped 11 the Philoſoph. .* 
Tranſact. of Oct. 1705. Vol. 24. p. 21 23. Ku- MW? 
lendarium Gregorianum perretuum, paſſim. Blon- ( 
dePs-Hiftorre. du Calendrier Romain, Part 2, Liv. 1. O 
Cl. 4. Mr. Ollyffes Second Defence of Miniſterial be 
Conformity to the Church of England, p. 217. The E 
Rule for finding Eafter explain'd and vindicated, | 
c. p. 2. Clavia paſpm, beda';aſſin. 


thoſe 


9 
ä 1 


31 
hoſe that are of che ſame Opinion with 
„im in this Point, are miſtaken. (I.) 

n D. Pray lay it aſide now, we will conſi- 
e Her it by and by. Taking it for granted, 
That as you ſay, the Full Moon is The Four- 
- Weenth Day Incluſive from the New Moon, I 
fFvou'd fain know why it was fix'd to this 
! 
* 
5 


ayſince the Lunar Months contain ſometimes 
Twenty nine and ſometimes Thirty Days? 
C. Becauſe the Jewiſh Paſſover (at which f 
ime our bleſſed Saviour was crucihed) | 
vas appointed to be kept on the 14th Day 
df the Moon [ſee Exod. xii. 6.7] which was 
he Rale of the Chriſtians EASTER (2.) 
D. Why then do you not keep EASTER 
n the Day of the Fall Moon? 

C. I have already given you an Account 
f the Differences which aroſe in the Pri- 
nitive Times, between the Chriſtians of the 
*aſtern and of the Weſtern Churches about 
his, which I will not repeat; and | gave you 


1 — 
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(I.) See this TABLE after p. 40. with different 
unning Pages, becauſe it was printed by it felt 
or the greater Expedition, before the preceding 
art. | | 

(2.) The Occaſion of the 14th Moon being ac- I 
ounted the Full Moon by the Fews,was owing to | 
heir taking the New Alon trom the $4; or Ap- 
earance of it, which did not happen *tur above 3 

iy after the Mean Conju uctiou. V. Ixtav. I. 3. C. 1. 


ail - 
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[24 ] 
an Anſwer to this Queſtion from Dr. Ni- 
chols's Account of the Determinations of iſ 
the firſt General Council of Nice, about I g 
this Aﬀair, one of which was, that The 
Chriſtians ſhould have nothing in common with 
the hateful: Pecple of the Jews, (1.) and there- 
fore after they had fix'd tne Vernal Equi- 
nox, (2) they ordain'd, as is ſaid in our 
Rale, that Eaſter Day ſhou'd be the Sunday 
following the Firſ Full Moon next after the 
One and Twentieth of March, [the Day on 
which the Yernal Equinox was then obſerv'd 
to happen] and it that Full Aoon ſhou'd 
happen upon a Sunday, that EASTER day 
ſhould be the Sunday atter. (3.) 


— 


——— 


(r.) See this Conference, p. 9. N. B. The Words 
f Conſtant ines Letter to the Council of - Nice, 
{which is in Theodoret': Eccl. Hiſt. Lib. 1. Ch. 10. J 
relating to this, are as follow, Ilg@Ty ui avd- 
* Lion ENdZev exveu Tv daa m exeivny ep Th Ty 
Jad Ai &. on eig mhnper of mes d Xa” 
eas dNulrTo ονννs iu Xodverres & 10Tws TH 
Togu o rickegs TYPAQ v. Muc Torvuy 
E5W UMILY N ware Ty is Ia u b 4 

(2.) See Page 19. Note (m.) f | 

(3.) This G.oltion to the Practice of the 

uartodecimans, ſeems to be grounded, not only 
on the Indignation which they conceiv'd agaiuft 
the Jews, expreſs'd in the Emperours Letter Cited 
above; but on the Impropriety of keeping the 
Day ot our Saviours Pſion before the Fourteenth 
D. Sup- 
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IV. 
D. Suppoſe that the Paſchal New Aeon, 
ſhould fall on March 8th which is the earlieſt 
that it can fall upon, which then is the Full 
Moon? 

C. Why, March 21 fl that being the Four- 
teenth Day Incluſive after. 

D. Wien then is EASTER-DAY ? 

C. Why the next Sunday after, yea tho? 
it ſhould be the next Day, viz. March 22d. 

D. But how I pray does that agree with 
your Rule, which ſaith it muſt be the Firſt 
Sunday after the firſt Full Moon whith happens 
next after the one and Twentieth Day of March, 


and the Day of his Reſurrefion on the Fourteenth 
Day of the Moon, when he roſe from the Dead 
on the Seventeenth, as is declar'd by ſeveral of 
the Antient Fathers, and particularly by St. 
Ambroſe in his 83d. Epiſtle to the Biſhops off Æmilia, 
where he gives ſeveral Inſtances of the Practice 
of the Church in that Reſpe&, by which he re- 
ſolves the Scruple propos'd to him. See Faul u de 
Midgelburgo, I. 5. Rule for finding EASTER Ex- 


plain'd, &c. p. 8 


N. B. This is a further Argument that the Full 
Moon which was appointed to govern EASTER» 
was the . Fourteenth, and not the Fifteenth, as Dr. 
Walls and the reft, cited in page 20. note 1. con- 
tend; by Reaſon, according to their Calculati- 
on, there never could ſince the Council of Nice 
have happen'd ſuch an Adjournment of EAST ER 
from the Sunday that the Paſchal Full Moon fell on 
to the Sunday following. 5 

D whereas 


. 283 


V...,reas this tul 74007 happens on the one 
and Twentieth. (1.) 422 

C. All your former Objections with Sub- 
miſſion Sir, were but meer Cavils againſt 
the Rule; this does indeed look like a good 
one, and as it ſeems, convinc'd Dr. Walls 
and Mr. Thornton, that the Rule was not 


rightly expreſs'd, becauſe they could not 


ger over this Difficulcy, and therefore Dr. 
Wallis in his Letter to Sir John Blencow, of 
May 14. 1698, [pabliſh'd ia the Philoſophi- 
cal Tranſations of May 1698. p No. 240. 
Vol. 23. p. 186. J has, contrary to all others 
that have wrote on this Subject, as I can 
find ſaid that © The Fundamental Rule of 
© the Nicene Council, which we pretend to 

follow in the keeping of EASTER, is to 
this Purpoſe, EASTER-DAY 7s to be that 
Sunday which falls upon or net after the firſt 
Full Moon which happens next after the Ver- 
nal Equinox, which Yernal Equinox was 
then obſerv'd to fall on the 21ſt of March 
and in the Paſchal Tables is yet reputed 
ſo to fall, tho? it, do now fall on the 117 


(I.) I have not been able to meet with one Diſ- 
_ ſenter that has in print mention'd this Objection, 

nay not Mr.Calamy or his Friend, tho Dr. Vallis had 
put it for them in a very good Light, in his Let- 
ter to Sir J. Blencow ; 7 I have put it into the 


Mouth of a Diſſenter here, that I might take 
Occaſion to anſwer it, See alſo. his Letter to Bp · 
Fel, p. 397 40. "1 


ot 
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4. # 
© of March, and frlnettite on the 10th of 
* March, and therefore inſtead of, next after 
© the Vernal Equinox, we ſaynext after the 21 ft 
© of March, But then i it is ſaid (by a Miſ- 
© take I ſuppoſe) Next after the firſt Full 
* Moon, inſtead of Upon oz Next after the 
© firſt Full Moon, for o ĩt is to be under- 
© ſtood and added. | 

D. You juſt now aid, that, Mr. yg IN 
as well as Dr. Wallis thought the Rule to 
be falſe; pray be pleas to tell me what 
were his Reaſons for thinking ſo ? | 
C. He differ'd from Dr. Wallis, in that 
he ſaid that the Full Moon, was the Fur- 
teenth Day incluſive,” from the New 7oon 
whereas the Doctor faid, it was the Fifteenth, 
But the Reaſon why. he. thought the Rule 
was falſe, was becauſe it ſometimes hap- 
pen'd, that March 224 was EAS TER. DAV 
whenas the Rule ſays, that EAST ER- DA 
is alwaps (1+) che firſt Sunday after th the firſt 1 Full | 


(r.) Mr. Oly fe not underſtanding the true me Ah 4 
ing of the Rule, when he wrote his Firſt Defence of 
Miniſterial Confor mity to the Church of England | a- 
gainſt Mr. Calamy's Abriggment of Baxter's Hiſtory, 
8vo. 1702 | tho' he 708158 d it afterwards, {ays, 
P. 71. That the Word "Lip 8 18 = er, if the 


* Rule genetally be trüe, tho it ſhowd fail ſome- 
times; Tbe Word wars being applyed to 
b Things of a perpetual or long. Cont inuance, as 2 
Cam. ix. 10. 90 


J. xviii. 20. Ads x. 2. 


D 2 Moon, 
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(28) 
Moon, which happens next after the one and 
Twentieth Day of March, And therefore in 
order to ſolve thisDifficulty, he explaias the 
Rule another Way, viz. by aſſerting, (1.) 

© 1. That the 21ſt of March in all but 
© Leap-Years, and in Leapi Years the 20th 
* of March, was at the Time of the Council 
* of Nice, when this Rule was made, the 
© Vernal Equinox. 1. 

© 2. That the 20h of March in Leap- 
© Years, is the ſame as| the 21ſt of March 
© In common Tears. | 

D. Well, is not thisa right Explanation ? 

C. No, he has not by theſe Notes ſolv d 
this Diſſiulty. Becauſe he went upon the Sup- 
poſition, that, according to his Computa- 
tion of the Full Moon's being the 14th Day 
Incluſive from the New Moon, it would never 
happen on March 21ſt, but in Leap- Tears, 
as it did in the Year 1668, When EASTER- 
DAY fell on March 22, and by Con- 
ſequence that EASTER DAY would ne- 
ver fall on March 22 but in Leap-LTears, 
Whereas the Full- Moon happens on March 
21. as often as the Gelden- Number is 16 ahd 
the Dominica! Letter D. as you may ſee in 
Table for finding EASTER for ever in the 
Common=-Prayer Book, and this as you will 
very clearly fee in my TABLE happens 


- — — — — 
(1.) See the Philoſophical Tranſactions tor March 


1705 Vol. 24 p. 152, 
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( 29 ) 
n Common Years, three Times within the 

ourle of 532 Years, viz. in 1573, 1915, 
ind 2010, whereas it happens but once ſo in 
hat Period on a Leap- Tear, viz. in 1668. 

D. And do you ſay now, that the Rule 
true and needs not to be corrected? 

C. Ves [ do indeed think ſo. 

D. For what Reaſon I pray? 
oC. Becauſe I think there is no need of 
any ſuch Alteration or Explanation as they 
uggeſt, if we but underſtand, as one who 
formerly vindicated the Rule ſuggeſts (1.) 
that * Theſe Words [next after March 21.] 
© are meant incluſively, as if it had been 


. 
ä — —— _ 
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(r.) See An Explanation of thu Rule in a Letter 
rom the Reverend Mr. Jackman, to Dr. Hans 
Sloan, F. S. S. in the Philoſophical Tranſations of 
Octob. 1705. abridg'd in the Preface. 

NM. B. The Author of The Rule for finding EAs- 
TER, explain'd and vindicated, &c. in p. 10. ſays 
that“ That there is no Difficulty in reconciling 
the Rule with the Tables as Dr. Vallis ſuggeſts 
* there was] unleſs it be in theſe Words, next af- 
ter the 21it of March | when by the Tables it ap- 
* pears, that a Full Moon even upon the 21ſt ſhall 
* govern EASTER, and give it ſometimes upon 
© the 22d. of March] which are yet very intelligi- 
* ble, to all who conſider, that as by Full Moon 
in the Kubrick, is meant the reputed Full Moon, 
* counted upon the Fcclefiaſtical Tables, (or the 
* firſt Column in the Kalendar of the Common 
* Prayer Book) and limited to the 14th Day pre- 
ciſely [viz. incluſive] ſo by the one and * 

a1 


(30 ) 
© ſaid [| next. after the Commencement of 
March 21] fo that if the Full Moon hap- 
© pens On March 21, the fame muſt be the 
* Paſchal Full Moon. 

D. This is a very odd way of ſpeaking 
methinks, I fancy you will not find many 
that will believe the Words will bear this 
Senſe, you put upon them. | A 

C. Give me Leave to give an Anſwer to 
your Objection, from the Author whoſe Ex- 
planation it was; (1.) © It will not be much 
boggled.at (ſays he) by thoſe that know 


* 


particularly that of England: For tis as 
proper to ſay [ext af ter March 217 with 
the meaning I contend for, as to ſay Ter- 


-: parted. a 


(as our Church does, a little after the Rule: 


* 


eth Day of Much is here underſtood the reputed 
* ed Vernal Equinox, tied in Eccleſiaſtical Ac- 
* count, to the Beginning of that Day, ſo that 
g 


the Full Moons! which happen upon that Day, as 


well as on the following Days to the 5th of April 'Þ 
incluſiveh, are all reckon'd Full Moons after the 


* Fernal Equinox, or ſuch as govern EASTER, 
* whereby the» Paſchal Bounds were. fix'd at the 
© Council of Nice, to the 22d of: March for the 
© Earlieſt a: *the Ich; We 51 be a the ing, 


"OV 4 32 
[ «© for 


and conſider the Incluſive Way of reckon- 
ing uſed by the Romans, and from them 
deriv'd to all the Latin. Churches, and 


tio ( ante) Calendus, Nonas vel. Idus in the 
Senſe, of the Roman Calendar, or, as to fay, | 


* * 
a cas 


for 
ty D 
TEE 
And 
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for EASTER) that Aſcenſion Day is For- 
ty Days after EASTER, intending E AS- 

TER-DAY it ſelf to be one of thoſe Fort). 

And 'tis obſervable in this very Rule, 

that after it had been ſaid, that EAS- 

TER-DAY is always the firſt Sunday af- 

the Full Moon, &c. tis added, that if 
the Full Moon happens on a Sunday, E AS- 

TER-DA is the Sunday after, which 

had been a groſs Tautology, if by the 

furſt Sunday after the firſt Full Moon might 
not be underſtood, the Day of rhe Full 

Moon, it ſelf, when happening to be Sun 

day. And if the Sunday of the Full Moon 

may be ſignified by the firſt Sunday after 
* the Full Moon, then the Full Moon of 
March 21 may be ſignified by the Full 
Moon next after March 21. 

D. But Sir, with Submiſſion, this An- 
ſwer is not ſatisfactory, for why muſt we 
de influenc'd in our Manner of Speech by 
Zeathens, for your Argument is fetch'd 
hiefly from the Manner of Speech us'd by 
ne Old Romans ? 

C. And very juſtly too, becauſe our Stile 
and Way of Reckoning which is {till in Uſe 
amongſt us, is taken from them, it being at 
hrſt invented by Julius Caſar the firſt Ro- 

an Emperour, and ever ſince call'd the 
[ulian Stile. But you are perhaps for Re- 
ming this Rule, as well as the Diſcipline 
and 


( 32) 


and Worſhip of our Church, according to th 
Scriptural Model, as ſome in the Time of th 
Rebellion were, and for making Uſe of a Serip 
tural Almanack (1.): But let me tell you 
that this Way of ſpeaking may be juſtified 
from Scripture. 


Lord 
field, 

the S 
juſt if 
ture, 
tions. 


D. Prove that, and you will entirely ſa D. 
tisfy me. G 
C. To give you Satisfaction herein, I Sund. 
will beg Leave to read you a Paſſage out off that 
a Diſcourſe which Dr. Wallis publiſh'd inf © we 
Defence of the Chriſtian Sabbath [ viz. th © Sen 
— — — [o 
(I.) See a Tract entitule d, Scripture Motiues fo, — 
Calendat Reformation urged, from divers Miſtake c obs 
of the meaning of many Places in Holy Scripture, . and 
the meer Tanorance of the Litteral Meaning thereof, : Won 
and thereby of the Myſtical 3 beſides the Guilt, (m it ulf afte 


feared) of ſtrange Poſts ſet by the Lord's Poſts, 
5 the common. Uſe of the Vulgar Almanacks ch « py, 


from the Teſtimonies of ſundry Famous Authors, and 1 
from Preſidents both ancient and Modern. Parth ; 0 
2% formerly by Mr. I. B. renem'd and enlarg?d by Lat 
Jeſſe, who in Lieu thereof, preſents, commend} © and 
and preſſes to the Uſe of the 8 Calendar, © that 
which was uſed by the Anti ent Church of Gud, and by « 3 
re Apoſtles and ot ber Primitive Chriſtians, and , 2 
Chriſt himſelf. 12%. 1650. Which in 1602 receiv d. 7 
an 18th Edition with Enlargements. See alſo by the call 
fame Author, The Scripture Calendar in Uſe by th, (eig 
Prophets and Apoſtles, &c. Explaining the Accounts, 
Meaſures, Weights, Coyns, CH and Language of (I.) 
God's ancient People and of the Primitive Chriſtians, 1693. 
by H. J. viz. Henry Jeſſe,” a Stwant of Jeſus © Lz.) 
Chriſt, 122% 1654. . and & 


Lord 


En 
Lord's Day Sabbath] againſt one Mr. Bamp- 
field, who had wrote a Book pleading for 
the Saturday Sabbath; wherein he not only 
juſtifies this Manner of Speech from Scrip- 
ture, but from the Practice of almoſt all Na- 
10718, 

D. 1 ſhall gladly hear it. 

C. The Doctor having for Proof of the 
Sunday Sabbath, cited John xx. 26. and ſaid 
that the Words © After Eight daps, was, 46 
© we commonly ſpeak in Engliſh, on that Day 
© Sennight, adds (1.) the Cavil which here he 
* [viz, Mr. Bampfield in his Saturday Sab- 
* bath] makes to this Place, is ſo weak, 
* that | am ſorry to ſee it, from one who 
* would ſeem.to be ſerious, As if Eight Days 
* after or after Eight Days, were not the ſame 
© as what we would ſay a Week after or that 
Day Sennight after. For he muſt needs 
* know, that tis not only the common Scripture 
Language, but the general Language of Latin 
© and Greek Writers, to reckon Incluſively, 
* that is, to take in both the Extreams, And 
© fo it is even at this Day (I think) in moſt 
* Languages except the Engliſh, What. we 
call a Sennight the French call Huict Jours 
© (eight days) (2.) and what we ſay a Fort- 


(I.) See his Diſcourſe of the Chriſtian Sabath, qto 
1693. p. 20. &c. ö 

- (2.) So the old Engliſh word Utas, which Minſhen 

and Skinner in their Dictionaries, call the Octave or 


E night 


(.34 ) 
* night is with them Quinze Jours (fifteen 
Days); and fo in all manner of Reckoning : 
* Fourth, 4 Third, an Eighth, 4 Fif- 
© teenth, and other Intervals in Muſick, are 
© always ſo reckoned. What we call a third 
© Day Ague the Latins call a Quartan, and 
© what we call every other Day, they call a 
© Tertian, So they call Secundo Calendas 
© (1.) (i. e. Secundo ante Calendas) what 
© we would ſay one Day (not two Days) be- 
fore the Calends; and they call Tertio Ca- 
© Jendas what is with us two Days (not three 
© days) before the Calends. Ss Nudius 
Tertius is what we would ſay two days agoe, 
and Nudius Quartus is in our Language, 


Eighth Day. Likewiſe Odtabu mention'd ſeveral 
times, in the Statutes of 5 1 Hen. 3. Anno Dom. 1266, 
concerning General Days in Bank, in real Adions, and 
concerning General Days in a Writ of Dowey, denotes 
the Eighth Day Incluſive, ox that Day Senmght, as like- 
wiſe Quindena does that Day gt.. So in 
the Returns of the Terms, Octabis and Hrn ſig- 
nifie the Eighth and Fiſteentb Days Incluſive, or 
what we call thoſe Days Sevenight aud Fortnight, 
So in the Rubrick of the Old Miſſals, concernin 

St. Matthias's Day, viz. that it muſt in Biſſeatile 
Years be Nuarta die a Cathedra St. Petri, which 
was the viii. Cal. Mart. or Feb. 22. . Th 
j (I.) This ver ard 22 "Urs, — — oy 
ignification of t er wor m e $e- 
* is derived, is to lo, in Order of Time nat of 
Calculation, and therefore this Day was generally 

call'd Nidie. | 1 
' three 
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(35) 
| * Three Days ago (ne Four) ſo Mark viii - 

1. where Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf, that the 

a of Man ſhall be kill'd, and after three 
; « Do riſe again, that i on the Third Day 
* after (Incluſively taken) or after the third 
© Day is come; (Whereas according to the 
© Senſe this Author would put the 
© Words it foonld rather have been ſaid after 
© One Day, ( for threeDays were but) One 
© Day berween bis Death and Reſurrection) 
Land it is the ſame in Senſe with what he ſays, 
John xi. 19. Deſtroy this Temple ( ſpeakt- 
* ing of his Body) and in Three Days [ will 
* raiſe it UP, is rev jute, Or as Mat. xxvil. 
© 61, Nd Ter juquy that is the Third Day 
+ after (Incloſively. ) And Mat. xxvil. 63. 


G A — cw 


o likewiſe is Ante diem 2 and Poſt d dem to be un- 
derſtood, in antient Authors as well Chriſtian as 
Roman, as clearly ap 7 by the follow; . 

Paulus Lib. 3. em Juliam & as 
cited, H. de Verb. FT I. 132. 4nniculus e 
tus qui extremo anni die morituf; & Conſuetudo he 
Tong wen it id ita efſe declarat, Ante diem decimum 

oft diem decimum unter. 

negue ＋ enim Sermone Undecim dies 5 
The Sence of which Paſſage in E 1 take to 
ye being a 


be this; An Infant may be ſaid to d. 
Year old, that dyes Urox the laſt Day of the 1. 
that is the Day Bxronx 1 2255 2 8 


it 9 be horn ix. Kal. 

Kal. 4 4p. 1711. I fay Ts s In ale 
X. 29d is. K J. was t 
„Thus we e 


was 
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| (36) | 

they tell Pilate, this Deceiver ſaid after aft 
three Days I will riſe again, «er? 7peis jules ha 
(meaning thereby the third Day after In- Fi 
cluſively) and therefore they pray that the I to 
Sepulchre may be made ſure till the third Day, 1 ( 
whereas, if (as our Author would reckon 

upon his Fingers) by after three Days, 

© were to be underſtood when three whole Days 


"wwww_ vo Ez. 


—_c . w 


Kal. Apr. filius meus N 


2 


gu 
81 
CE 
7 
erit Anniculws. And E 
tho* Poſt diem x. might ſeem to ſignify the Day 
which in Order of Time follows the x. Kal. yet the a 
known Cuſtom of Speech, declares it to be that 
very x. Kal. it ſelf. So again we commonly ſay, V 
| Ante diem x. Kal. Apr. filius meus N—— exit Annicu- . 
Iw. And tho' Ante diem x. might ſeem to ſigni E 
the Day which in the order of reckoning PRECEEDS he 
x. Aal. viz. ix. Aal. yet the knownCuſtom of Speech [ 
| declares it to ſignify. that very x. Kal it ſelf. So that 
by neither of theſe Expreſſions is meant the Day 4 
Ar TER e x. Kal. but the x. Kal. it ſelf. This with- 5 
| out Queſtion is the true Meaning of that Sentence 0 
| of Paulws. The ſame is tranſlated into Greek, in 
3 Eclog. C. 132. at the End of Theoph. Inſtitut. in ] 
"theſe words, Eiabeꝰ - 1cl TrAdmv, 6 oy u- } 
e 7%. Lig nutps, Y Ire ae Able wes. K 
| ' Ning Ts v, n wile u Tl A NM, & 
| Iu, Tw Cν⁰νι nil nuzogy. But, to come to 
| other Examples. In Novella IVte. Epilag. Dat. An- 
te diem xv3i. Kalend. Ap. Indict. æiii. which is ex- 
Soon nh, in Words at length in Novella I1Itie Epi- 
lego, bat decimo ſeptimo Kalend. Aprils, So ante W-! 
eh viii; Thu Nod, Cic. is in oper Diction. in 4 
\voce Ante, explaiſ d to be, Ofavo Id Nov, So £'* 
Dante diem tertium Non. Novemb. ante diem tertium A. 
148 Wo, ante dier viñi. Kal. hæc ego ſeribebam, I 


5 we. 


© after 
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(37) 
after that ſhould be paſs'd, they need not 
have ſet their Match before the Fourth or 
Fifth Day. Thus Chriſt's Aſcenſion i ſaid 
to be Forty Days after his Reſurrection, 
, | (/peakingrof a Computation in Scripture Lan- 
| | guage) which in our ordinary Manner of 
Speech is but Nine and Thirty: For Aſ- 
\ || cenfion Thurſday (i Eaſter Day, be not 
recton'd for one) is but 39 Days after 
| | Eaſter. Upon à like Account that Chriſt 
rells us, Mat. xii. 40. That as Jonas was 
bree Dars and Three Nights in tne 
„ Whales Belly, ſo ſhall che Son of Man be 
Three Days aqd Three Nights in the 
Heart of the Earth. Not three whole 
© Days, ard three whole Nights, but ill 
F the third day was begun. For by Day 
Fand Night is here underſtood, the wyS1wepey 
or what we name the artificial Day, 
F conſiſting of 24 Hours Day and 
Night, an til ſuch Third Day (or 
WN Inueps? ) Was begun, Chriſt reſted in the 
Grave, otherwiſe tho* he were in the Grave 
Sc. Cic. ad Attic.” L. 4. Epiſt. 3. D. a. d. [id eſt 
dat. ante Diem] vi. Kalendat Decembru, ad Fam. L. 
Xvi. Ep. 1. 4. d. iii. Nonas Octob. Theſſalonica ibid. 
pi. 2. The ſame likewiſe occurs in LIV, Eo- 
dem anno Ante diem tertium Kalendas Januar ias Co- 
lomam eduxerunt. Liv. Lib. 37. C. 57. And again, 
Ante Diem guartum Idus Martias. Liv. Lib. 40. 


| Cap, 59. 


© (part 


6 
| (136) | 

© they tell Pilate, this Deceiver ſaid after 
three Days I will riſe again, «er? 7peis nu 
© (meaning thereby the third Day after In- 
* cluſively) and therefore they pray that the 
* Sepulchre may be made ſure till the third Day, 
© whereas, if (as our Author would reckon 
upon his Fingers) by after three Days, 
© were to be underſtood when three whole Days 
Kal. Apr. filius meus N erit Anniculus. And 
tho* Poſt diem x. might ſeem to ſignify the Day 
which in Order of Time follows the x. Aal. yet the 
known Cuſtom of Speech, declares it to be that 
very x. Kal, it ſelf. So again we commonly ſay, 
Ante diem x. Kal. Apr. filius meus N exit Annicu- 
Iw. And tho' Ante diem x. might ſeem to ſignify . 
the Day which in the order of reckoning PRECEE DS the 
Xx. Aal. viz. ix. Kal. yet the knownCuſtom of Speech 
declares it to ſignify that very x. Kal it ſelf. So that 
by neither of theſe Expreſſions is meant the Day 
AETER. zhe x. Kal. but the x. Kal. it ſelf. This with- 
out Queſtion is the true Meaning of that Sentence 
of aulus 2. The ſame is tranſlated into Greek, in 
3 Eclog. C. 132. at the End of Theoph. Inſtitut. in 
"theſe words, Ertaunei©- 1d TrAdbmv, & e d- 
er T L] nutps Tk mY 1 Gre Jae Abou awey 
S Tus v, N wile: Sexg.rlu oh xgAdvdev, & 
Mp, Th erderg iv nugegy. But, to come to 
other Examples. In Novella It. Epilog. Dat. An- & 
te diem xvii. Kalend. Ap. Tadif. xiti, which is ex- I 
2 in Words at length in Novella IIItiæ Epi- I 
"togo, pat decimo ſeptimo Kalend. April. So ante E. 
Ann viii; Thus Nov, Cic. is in Cooper's Diction. in 4 
'voce Ante, explaiſd to be, Ofavs Idu Nov, So If * 
"ante diem tertitem Non. Novemb. ante diem tertium A 
Ti "Noo. ante diet vin. Kal. hac ego ſcribebain, I} © 

* * © after 


(37) 
after that ſhould be pa ſs'd, they need not 
have ſet their Match before the Fourth or 
Fifth Day. Thus Chriſt's Aſcenſion is ſaid 
to be Forty Days after his ReſurreQion, 
( ſpeakingrof a Computation in Scripture Lan- 
guage) which in our ordinary Manner of 
Speech is but Nine and Thirty: For Aſ- 
cenſion Thurſday (if Eaſter Day, be not 
reckon'd for one) is but 39 Days after 
Eaſter. Upon a like Account that Chriſt 
tells us, Mat. xii. 40. That as Jonas was 
« Chree Dars and Three Nights in tne 
* Whales Belly, ſo ſhall che Son of Man be 
Three Days and Three Nights in the 
Heart of the Earth. Not three whole 
Days, and three whole Nights, but "till 
the third 'day was begun. For by Day 
and Night & here underſtood, the vx iueper 
or what we name the artificial Day, 
conſiſting of 24 Hours Day and 
Night, and till ſuch Third Day (or 
, Snuzpo?) was begun, Chriſt reſted in the 
Grave, otherwiſe tho" he were in the Grave 
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c. Cic. ad Attic. L. 4. Epiſt. 3. D. a. d. [id ef 
dat. ante Diem] vi. Kalendat Decembru, ad Fam. L. 
xvi. Ep. 1. a. d. iii. Nonas Octob. Theſſalonica ibid. 
Epi. 2. The ſame likewiſe occurs in LIV, Eo- 
dem anno Ante diem tertium Kalendas Fanuarias Co- 
lomam eduxerunt. Liv. Lib. 37. C. 57. And again, 
om Diem quartum Ids Martias. Liv. Lib. 40. 

ap. 59. 
n © (part 


(33) 
© (part of) three Days, yet L he was there Ire t 
© but two Nights. So Luk. xi. 21. When 
© eight Days were accompliſhed (for the c. 
* Circumciſion of the Child) they calledſy 
© his Name Jeſus, that is upon the eighth 
© Day (Incluſive) reckoning the Day of his 
© Birth for the Firſt, and the Day of his Cir- 
© cumciſion for the Laſt of the Eight Days, 
© which with Six whole Days between make 
Eight; whereas if eight whole Days had 
© been fully paſt, Chriſt bad been cercumciſed 
© the Tenth Day, the Senſe being the ſam: 
© with that concerning John the Baptiſt Luk. 
© i. 59. On the Eighth Day they came too re 
circumciſe the Child. So here after eight— 
© Days, that #4 on the eighth Day, or after ( 
© after the eighth Day was come. And A 
© this Ithink is the conſtant Language of Scrip - Nvhi 
© ture every where, And his C Mr. ampel e\ 
Objection needs no other Anſwer, but that St. Ina 
© John did not ſpeak Engliſh. (i.) an. 

D. have now done with what concern 
the New and Full Moon, you have fully ſatis. Di 


fied me as to that Point. I would now de. 0 
| er 
a . - 4 1 18 
VN. B. Dr. Walls has in his ſecond Defence VI 
the Chriſtian Sabbath Part the Second, p. 17. Kc. che 
further vindicated this Inclufive manner of Scrip- 
ture Speech, and ſhewn that Mat. xxvii. 3. Fobn xx. D. 
26. Acts X. 3. and XXIV. 1. and Revelat, XI. 1. by 
mult be underſtood in the like Manner. 


C. That 
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re to know, how I muſt find out the San- 
ag after the Full Moon.? 

e c. That you may ſee in every Almanack, 
dy the Dominical Letter. 

D. But I wou'd know how to find out 
this Dominical Letter? (1.) 
ci. Todo that you muſt Divide the Year 
by four, and add together the Dividend Di- 
eiſer and Qustient, and divide the Sam by 
even, and ſubſtract the Remainder thereof 
from Seven, after which Subſtraction the 
Remainder ſhews the Dominical Letter, 1 
denoting A. 2B. 3 C. 4 D. 5 E. 6 F. and if 
d remains he Dominical Letter is G. For, 


(I.) I cannot learn when the Column of Domini- 
al Letters firſt got into the Calendar. The Letters 
in the Roman Calendar were 4. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. 
hich ſhew'd their Nundine, and others which 
ſhew'd their Faſti, a hag and Comitiales Dies, as 
may be ſeen in the Calendar of Julius Ceſar, which 
Mr. Blondel has given in his Hiſt. du Calendrier Ro- 
main, Part. 1. liv. 3. c. 5. And in the Period of 
Vidorius which was compos'd on Occaſion of the 
Differences about the true Time of keeping EAs- 
TER, A. D. 455. as Bucherius tells us, Cap. 1. in- 
ſtead of the Column of Dominical Letters there 
is one wherein are inferted, Feria II. III. IV. V. 
I. Sabbat. Dominic. The Cycle of the Sun, as he 
ere ſays, not being then invented. | 
N. B. Petavius I. 2. c. 64. makes mention. of the 
Dominical Letter, when he {peaks of EAs TER - DAx 
but of the Feria when he mentions the Full-Moon. 


Example, 


(40 ) | | 
Example, 1711 being divided by 4. ha 
427 for its Quotient, which being, added te 
1711 and 4, makes 2142, Which being di 
vided by 7 has o for its Remainder and ſhews 
the Dominical Letter to be G. 


1 2 

D. Well, but how maſt. k know the Do. 
minical Letters, whe, It is B:jextile or Leap- 
Tear, for then | find there are Two. 

C. It is known by Dividing the Year (caſting a- 
way for the greater Eaſe, the Thouſands and Hun- 
dreds) by 4 whether the Year be Leap Year or no, 
Or it © remains then it is Hiſſextile or Leap Tear, 
and the Letter that Follows in the Order of the 
Alphabet, next after that Letter which by the 
foregoing Rule is found to be the Dominical Let- 
ter, as there plac'd, (tho? it be in the Order of the 
Alphabet the Latter of the two) ts the Dominical 
Letter, from Jun. the 1. till Feb. the 24th, from 
which Time to the End of the Year, the Latter Let. 
ter of the two is the Domimrcal Letter. As for 
Example, By dividing the Year 1712 by 4, vou 
will find that o remains, and by Conſequence that 
it is Biſſextile or Leap Var, and by the Rule I have 
before given you, you will find E to be the Domi- 
nical Letter, the next to which in the Order of the 
Alphabet, viz. F. being ſet before it, ſneus that F. E. 
are the Dominica! Letters for that Year, fo that 
F is the Dominical Letter from Fan. iſt to Feb. 24th, 
and E. for the remaining Part of the Year. ' _ 
D. Now Sit, if you pleaſe Iwill look upon the 
TABLE which you would have had me looK'd 
upon before. - 15 7012 ee FM 

C. Here it is. Tho 
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| D. Well, What do you propoſe by ſhe wing me 
his. Table ? Nes 
C. Thefame End I propos d to my felf when I 
cſt drew it up: Yiz. To ſhew you after what 
anner the Ancient Compytifts, (or rather Diony ſimu 
xiguus ) who co ed the Table for finding Eaſter 
ever, from which the Rule was gather d, cal- 
ulated the Fall ion; and as I ſaid before, it plainly 
ppears from hence that they accounted the Ful 
oon do be the Fourreenth Day, (and not the Fifreenth 
s Dr. Wallis would have it,) Incluſive from the New 


bon. 

D. Pray, How does that appear? | 

C. Why, by calculating Eaſter Day for every one 
f the Years in this Table, according to the Me- 
od J before told you was intended by the Rule, 
iz. by the Column of Golden Numbers in the Calen- 
ar of the Common-Prayer Book, by which Calcula- 
on J have found that if we account the Full Moog 
d be the Fourreenth Day incluſive from the New Mon, 
e Rule and the Table never claſh ; but that if we 
count the Full Moon, as Dr. Vallis, and ſome few 
thers would have it, (t) to be the Fifteenth Da 
wat from the New Moon, then they Claſh at a 
ole Years where you fiad a IF. ſet in the Column 
Dominical Letters. obj 
D. I intend to make the Calculation my ſelf, at 
y Leifore, to ſatisfy my Curioſity , not that I ſuſ- 
#- your Peracity. But pray what does the Letter 
ſigaify which is plac'd at fome Years in the Co- 
mn of Dominical Letters? 

C. It ſtands there to ſhew that in thoſe Years 
r. Thornton's Method of ſolving the Difficulry a- 
ling from Eaſter Day's falling ſometimes on March 


_— 


—— A ——_———— — „ tA. —_— —__ 4 
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Y) See the preceeding Trac, Sect. III. | 


(36) 
22d, by telling us as I ſaid before, () That ; 
Leap · Tears the 20th of March is the ſame as the 21 
of March in Common Years z and conſequently thi 

in Leap-Y-ars EASTER DAY muſt be accounted 
to be the firſt Sunday after the firſt Full Moon, whiti 
happens next after the 20th of March. Mr. Thornty 
thinking thereby to reconcile. the Rule: with the 
Table at the Year 1668, which was a Leap Year, no 
imagining that the Fourteenth Day incluſive after : 
New Moon would ever happen in. Common Years. 0 
March 21ff\ as it often does; viz. Whenever the 
Golden Number is 16, as you will ſee when yo 
make the Calculation you intend. N 

D. But. pray, Why did you make a Calculatic 
for 532 Nears, when perhaps a Calculation for 
Lie ſmaller Number of Years, might have ſerv'd 
well ? | * 
C. If you will look at the Cloſe of the Table, you 
will fee the Reaſon of my ſo doing ; for, you wil 
Tee that the Lunar and Solar Cycle, Golden Numbe 
and Dominical Letter of that Yar, are the ſame ui 
thoſe of the firſt of the Table; and if you will giv | 
your ſelf the trouble to continue the Table, ye 
will find that it will go on in the ſame Order agau | 
D. I would fain know theReaſon of that, as alſo th 
true Meaning and Uſe of the Lunar and Solar Cycle 
C. I will readily ſatisfy you as to any Point d 
this, or any other Nature very readily : But to de 
this now would take up more Time than I can, 
perhaps you would willingly ſpare now. 1 
D. I will then take my Leave of you. Sir, 'I ant 
your very humble Servant. 
C. Sir, I am yours with all my Heart. 
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LEAP-YEARS. 


24th, and not on the 25t» of February, 


as ſome Almanacks place It. 


 Whereia are inſerted, 

I. Dr. Wallis's Letter to Biſhop Fell, an this 
Subject, 4. D. 1684. printed from his 
original Manuſcript. b 

II. Arch-Biſhop Sancroſt's Order, ſent to 

the Clergy of his Province, on this 


Point, A. D. 1684. 


ſhewing the ancient Uſage of celebra- 
ting this Feſtival, and the Manner of 
Intercalating in Biſſextile or Leap Tears: 
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E Tibo'fOloihing Treati/es wert ſome- 


time finbe" px inted ſeparately, but very 
ew of the latter were diſper iu; , becauſe it 
was the Advice of ſome Friends, that Iſboula 
ade it public, ſmce. it ppb the Fudg - 
ent of ſo\canfider able a Perſon dr Dr. Wallis. 
Since this,” I habe ſhewn them to ſeveral 
erſons wel illi in this Sorg of Learning, 
ho have concurr d with me, that, atcording 
20 the Calendar g our preſent Book of 
Common- Paper, h. Feſtival cannot 
ow" be kept on the 25th, a5 antiently, and 
bat the Reviſers chureof in 166 f did Intend, 
hat ix ſuould from "that Time be kept on the 
4th; ac well in Leap- Tears as in Com- 
mon Years; becanſe they _ 4 29th 
Day to February, appointed Leſſons for 
25 On Pop e left a the old 
Rubrick u before the Table of proper 
eſſong, 3. When the Vearsgof our 
Cord may he divided into four even 
arts, hich is every. fourth Near, then 

the Sunday-Letter leapeth, and that Year 
Ihe Plalms, and Leſſons which ſerve for 
Mic 23d Day vf February, hall be read a- 
=... ; 4 2 gain 
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gain the Day following, except it be Sur 
day, which hath proper. Leſſons of thi 
Old Teſtament appointed in the Tab 
ſerving to that Purpoſe : And there is n 
.Daubt to be made, but that this was thei 
Intent; becauſe Archbiſhop Sancroft, wh 
was one of them, did ſo declare in the Or 
der which he publiſh'd on this Point in th 
Year 1684, notwithſtanding. what Dr. Wal 
lis is pleas d to ſuggeſt, to the contrary (1) 
Theſe Reviſers have no where, ſo far as 
can find, left their Reaſons fon making thi 
Change but 1 humbly conctive they were ej 
ther all, or ſome of thefe following One. 
viz, Firſt, Becauſe they might he of Opinion 
that this Feaſt was Firſt. kept on the 24th 
48 ſeems to be intimated by the Teſtimony 
man (2) who. flouriſid above. 100 
Tears before Durandus, who, a8 ſar 4: I ca 
fwd, was the firſt that made mention f th 
old Verſes: ay | 


Biſſextum ſextæ Martis tenuere Calendz; 
Poſteriore Die celebrantur Feſta Mat hia 


Secondly, 7. 0 prevent for the ſuture all Diſ: 
exe concerning the Intercalary Day, 4 
happen d between the Compilers of King Ed- 
1 ( Ser the Firſt Conference, p. 13, Cr. (2) See rhe 
Colleſions at the End ef the Seconi mana" 
War 
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ward VI. and Queen Elizabeth's Books, (f.) 
Thirdly;To make it more correſpondent with the 


Tabie of Moveable and Immoveable 


Feaſts' at the End of the Calendar, which 
places it amongſt the JmoveableFeafts; 
And Fourthly, and more eſpecially, that they 
miphbt hereby render the Performance of divine 
Worſhip on this Feaſt in Leap Years more 
eaſie and intelligible to the People, eſpecially 
to ſuch as were piouſly accuſtomed to read 
the holy Scriptures in Private, in that Order 
and Method which the Church has appointed 
them to he read in Publick. 

Tybeſe Reaſons are, I conceive, ſufficient td 
authorize this Alteration, ſo that we need not 
deſire our Superiours to make another Change; 
and reſtore the Intricate Uſage of keeping 
this Feſtival on the 25eb, as it is obſerv'd 
in dhe Church of Rome: The Ad of Uni- 
fozmity, by which the -preſent Book of 
Common- JD rayer, & conſequently the Ca- 
lendar therkin is eftabliſhtd, clearly enjoining 
the Uniform Obſervance thereof on the 24th, 
as well in Leap Years as in Common Years. 

And ſince Arch-Biſhop Sancroft thought 
this 4 Matter of ſo great Moment, as to Ned 
an Order about it to all the Clergy, of his 
Province”; and Dr. Wallis not only to write 


8 (1) See the Second Conference, 2. Go ta 6, . 
| /o 
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elaborate 4 Letter about it ty ſo con/lere 
le a Perſan as Biſhop Fell, but alſo to lollxe 
3 Copzes thereof in 3 ſeveral. Places, in or- 
der to be conſulted when, the Calendar m 
come to be review d: It'is bumbly . ſubmit: 
ted to the Judgment of our | Super inurt, 
whether it may not be proper, that ſome 
publick Direction be given for this Pur. 
poſe, Huce the Almanac h makers (heſe Pi- 
recon. alone in this Caſe i generally. obſerv- 
ed) have almoſt. every... Yer. ſince 
1661, differed in the. Placing this Feaſt. 
However. this Alteration in the Calendar 
does not, I conceive, at all affett our Ci- 
vil Account; becauſe. the: Letter f 
ſill to be doubled at February 24th ad 
25th (eho' the Almanack- Makers have not 
conſtantly obſervꝰd it.) ſo that the old Statute 
of 21 Hen. 3. Anno Dom. 1236, de Anno 
Billextili,declaring, that the 24th and'25tb 
of February in Leap- Years are o be ac- 
counted but for one Day, 4) oy Nel th : 
as full Force as ever... Pl 
7 have put at the End of the Sedan rob A 
ference, by. way ef Appendix, '/everal 
Collections out of Breviaries, . Millals, and 
Accon ats of Time, 10 ſew the ancient V/ags 


ne. Mn. AY 4 mad 


( OY See this Statute i in inthe Profuce. 4a he Tu 


Conference "2 Lac? amd: 
of 


1 


a MM 
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of keeping this Feſtival, and Manner of In- 
tercalating in Leap-Years 3 more of which- 
Nature may be ſeen in Newton's Coſmogra- 
phia, &c. 8* 1679, Part 2: p.313. Peravius 
de Doctrina Temporum, Fol. Vol. 1. I. . cap. 
2. Sigonii Calendarium Romanum ap. Au- 
cores Linguæ Latinæ, 4% 1585. G4 
ſendi Inftiturio Aſtronomica, cap. 26. 
Kalendarium Gregorianum perpetuum, 12“ 
Parisi 583. MacrobitSarurnalia' Lib. 1. Cary s 
Chronological Account of ancient Time, 
Fol. 1677. Book 1. c. 8. and 11. De Qheſitis 
per Epiſtolam, Libri 3. Aldi Manurii Pauli, 
F. Aldi N. 86. Venet. 1576. cap 3. De Rati- 
one interkalandi. Lyss Inſtitut io Aſtro- 
nomica, 4% Trajecti ad Rhenum, 1689, 
cap. 1. Clavis Calendaria : or the Liturgy 
Calendar of the Church of England W E. 
8* 17006. Seft. 1 &. Sir Gebrge W Harton'? 
Works' 8* 1683, p74. Ductor Hiſtoricus, 
2d Edit. 8˙ 1705, I. 1. Tirini Chronicon 
acrum, c. 44. before his Comment in S. S.Scri- 
pturam Fol. Lugd. 1674. Craſius de Epochis 
12% Baſil. 1578. | 92 
I have nothing more to add, but to ap 
e for handling this Subjelt, (which docs. 
ot much aſfect our Diſſenters, tho' ſome - _ 
imes urg d by them 8s un Inſt ance of the Dif-{ 
ormity of our Church, notmiiſiſtanding | the 
& of Uniformity, , but © 4 Controuerſie 
of FWereen, Church ien c)) - by: We of. 
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Conference between a Chnrchman and 
Diſſenter, which ] have done, partly to make 
it the more correſpondent with The Rule for 
Finding Eaſter in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, Explain'd and Vindicated, which is 
ſo handled, and will in a little Time be publiſhd, 
to which i was deſign'd as an Appendix, 
and at Firſt to have ended with p. 7. of 'the 
Firſt Conference. And 1 hope the Enlarge- 
ment of it ſo much beyond my firſt Intention 
will be pardon d,. h reaſon Archbiſhop 
Sancroit's D2Der, and the many curious 
Obſervations in Dr. Wallis's Letter, are 
perhaps hereby retriev'd from a perpetual 
Oblivion, which, they would otherwiſe have 
lain in; not to mention that it might probably 
| be a Means of putting an End to that Diffor- 
mity which has happen'd in the Church os 
this Account, and adjuſt Diſputes that might 
ariſe on this Occaſion in the Two Univerſi- 
Lies, and other Places where Sermons are 
wont to be preach d on Holy-Days, e/pecial- 
ly, when the 24th of February happens to fall 
(as it does this Leap Year) on 4 Sunday. 
London, Feb. 12. _ = 
1711, 12. | 
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N the Preface to the Fir/# Conference, p. 2. 
1 J. 4. for may, read Dax, and J. 1 5. for Tear, 
read Day; And in the Preface to the Second Con- 
ference, p. 1.1. 17. for as well in Cemmon Teers 
as in Leap Tears, read, at well in Leap Tars 
44 in Common Tears. © | | 
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THE 
True Time of Keeping 


H. Matthias - Day 
LEAP/ 7 EARS: 


Shewn in a 
FAMILIAR CONFERENCE 
Between a 
Church-man and a Diſſenter. 
Wherein is Inſerted Dr. Walli-'s Letter 


to Bp. Fell, written on that Subject 
A.D. 1684. Never Printed before. 


— 


Bifiextum, Sextæ Martis, tenuere, Calendæ: 
Poſteriore Die, Celebrantur fs] Mathiz. 
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printed by L. L. 1511. And are to be Sold by Joſeph 
Downing in Bartholomew.-Cloſe, J. Knapton, F.Wyat, 
J. Bonwick, H. Clements, IW.Carter, and V. Meadows, 
Bookſellers in St. Panl'”s Church-Y ard, LONDON. 
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Conference between a Chnrchman and 
Diſſenter, which ] have done, partly to make 
it the more correſpondent with The Rule for 
Finding Eaſter in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, Explain'd and Vindicated, which is 
ſo handled, and will in a little Time be publiſſi d, 
to which i was deſign'd as an Appendix, 
and at Firſt to have ended with p. 7. of tbe 
Firſt Conference. And 1 hope the Enlarge- 
ment of it ſo much beyond my firſt Intention 
will be pardon d, hy reaſon Archbiſhop 
Sancroit's D2Der, and the many curious 
Obſervations in Dr. Wallis's Letter, are 
perhaps hereby retriev'd from a perpetual 
Oblivion, which they would otherwiſe have 
lain in; not to mention that it might probably 
| be a Means of putting an End to that Diffor- 
mity which has happen'd in the Church os 
this Account, ard adjuſt Diſputes that might 
ariſe on this Occaſion in the Two Univerſi- 
ties, and other Places where Sermons are 
wont to be preach d on Holy-Days, eſpecial- 
ly, when the z 4th of February happens to fall, 
(as it does this Leap Year) on 4 Sunday. 


London, Feb. 12. _ | A5 
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1 J. 4. for may, read Daz, and 1, 1 5. for Tear, 
read Day; And in the Preface to the Second Con- 
ference, p. 1.1. 17. for as well in Cemmon Teers 
as in Leap Tears, read, as well in Leap Tears 
as in Common Tears, | 
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IHE following Apendiæ, on 7 
count of Dr. Wallis's Letter, be- 
ing Firſt work'd off, at the Re- 
Beſt of a Particular Friend, and pon 
everal” other Conſiderations „ is no-. 
Firſt offered to the Publick ; and I hope 
She Candid Readers will pardon the I. ; 
Jonſiſteney thereof; ſince The Tra, 
Foncerning the Rale to find out Eaſtes 
. *heBook of Common. Prayer, will hort. 
| y follow; then when this is Tack'd 
L that, the Inconfitency Will ceaſe. 
'Trake this Occaſion of giving the 
Publick the following State here, be⸗ 
uſe there was no Convenient Room 
dor it in the Appendix. r l. 


dut of Kehle Statutes, fol. 81. p.79- 


IThe Statute de Auno Biſſextili, made at 
| Weftminfer, An. 21«H.3. & A,D. 1236. 


ed + 


Ihe Day of the Leap Tear, and the Dex 
| before, ſhall be holden for Oue D. 


| Brad. 359. The Nin Ing unto bis Inftices 
ide Bench, greeting : Know 5e, that 
Pere within our Realm of England it m 
— deubicd 


un 


8 
— 


doubted of the year and day that were wont 
to be aſſigned unto ſuch perſons being implea. 
ded, when and from what day of the year going 
before unto another may 6f the year following, 
the year and day in the Leap-year ought 10 K 
taken and reckoned how long tt was. 

II. Ve therefore, willing that 4 Confor. 
oity be obſerved in this bebalf every where 2 
within our Realm, and to avoid all danger 
from ſuch as be in Plea, have pravided, and 
by the Counſell of our faithfull Subjetts, have 
ordained, that to take away from henceforth 
all _ _— — ty that might ariſe * 

, the day encreaſing in the Leap- Near ſhall 
* for one year, ſo tht becauſa of 2 
that day none ſhall be prejuaiced that is im. B 
pleaded, but it ſhall be gy and reckoned, o 
the ſame Month wherein it graweth, and that, 
day, and the day neut going before, ſhall be 
accounted for one day. And therefore we av} Ke. 
command you, that from benceforth you do v 
cauſe this to be publiſhed afore you, and be ob. ve 

| ſerved. Witneſs my ſelf at Weltminſter, Oc. th. 


I intended likewife to bave annex'd toſ 3 
it A. Bp. Sancroft's Paper which ſeems ſuc 
to have Occalion'd the writing of De. far 
Wallis's Letter, but it not being yet] thi 
come to my Hands, I mult defer the] on 
Publication of it till another Oppor-| | 
tunity. » 22540 JO 
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APPENDIX 
Concerning 
St. Matthias's Day. 
1D. OLD: Thad almoſt forgot another 


Occaſion of my waiting on You; 
But perhaps it will detain You too long. 
C. No, No: Pray Sit down again, and e'en 
tell me now what You had further to ſay. 
D. It is concerning the true Time of 
keeping St. Matthiass Day in Leap-Tears : 
| You may remember probably, that in the 
| Year 1684, when all the A/manacks, except 
the Oxford one, plac'd St. Maiihias's Day, 
on Feb. 25. Arch-Bp. Sancrofz publiſh'd a 
Paper on that Subject, declaring, that it 
ſhou'd be kept on Feb. 24. ſince which, as 
far as I can find, all the Almanac ts, except 
the Oxford one, have plac'd it in Leap- Tears 
Jon Feb. 24. | 
C. Neighbour, I doubt not but I ſhall fer 
Jou right there too: for I haye ſeveral 
A Things 
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Things by me on this Subject, and parti. 
cularly a bis Letter of the late celebrated 
Dr. Wallis, written on the Occaſion of that 
Paper of Arch- Bp. Sancroft's, to the learned 
Bp. Fell, which If You will have but the 
Patience,) I will read to You. 

D. By and By, If You pleaſe Neighbour, 
becauſe I have not ſaid yet all I would, 
on this Point: I ſay, beſides the Diſturbance 
it occaſion'd in he Year 16 84, It happen'd, 
as I well remember, the laſt Leap. Tear, 
1708, that St. Mattbias's Day being plac' 4 
in the Oxford Almanack at Feb 25, and I 
thank, in all the others, for that Year, at 
Feb. 24; that Feaſt was bid, and kept on 
different Days, viz. at ſome Places, on 
Tueſday the 24th, according to the Common 
Almanacks, and at others, on Heaneſaay 
the 25th \acording to the Oxford Almanack. 
And this Confuſion was. more remarkable 
in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter. 

C. Is this all You have to lay on this 
Point ? 


D. Why? Is not that enough: ? I think, not 


to mention any Thing elſe, This Confuſion 
occaſioned by the Silence of your Common. 
Prayer-Boo“ and Canons as to this material 
Point, ſufficiently ſhews, that your Church 

needs a further Reformation. 
C. r, this Confuſion had not 
happen'd, 
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St. Matthias's Day. 3 
happen'd, had but Pains been taken to have 
ſearch'd into the Cuſtoms of the ancient 
Church as to this Particular, where it 
would have been clearly found, that it 


ſhould have been kept in Leap. Tears always 
on Feb. 25: But the learned Dr. Nichols has 


lo fully ſhewn this now, that I believe 


the like Confuſion will never happen again. 

D. What is it, pray, that He has ſaid to 
pre vent it? 

C. Let me read then a little to You of 
what He offers on this Subject. 

D. With all my Heart. 

C. In his late Excellent Comment on the 
Book of Common. Prayer, after his Notes 
on the Order How the Pſalter 1s * 
ro be read: He proceeds to the Order Hou 
the Reft of Holy Scripture 1s appointed to be 
read : and gives us, amongſt the Yarus 
Readings, theſe Two relating to this Point: 

The ir N of which is taken out of Queen 
Elizabeth's Common - Prayer - Book, which 
the Doctor diſtinguiſhes by this mark, 
O. C. P. M hen the Tears of our Lord may be di- 
vided into Four even Pagts, which is every 
fourth Year, then the Sunday Letter. leap- 
eth, aud that Tear the Pſalms and 7.efyons, 
which ſerve for the 23d aay of February, 
frall be read again the Day following ; except 
it be Sunday, which hath proper Leſſons of 


A 2 the 
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the Old Teftament appointed in the Table 
ſerving ta that Purpoſe. The other is taken 
out of the 1ſt and 2d Book of Edu. VI. and 
is in theſe Words. Th:s is al/a do be noted 
concerning Leap- Tear, that the 25th of Feb. 
which in Leap-Tear is counted for Two Days, 
alter neither Pſalm nor Leſon, but the ſame 
Pſalms and Leſſons which be ſaid the firſt 
day, ſhall alſo ſerve for the ſecond. | 
After this laſt Yarrous Reading the Dr. 
adds this Note: By comparing theſe Two 
old Rubricks together we may learn upon 
what Day in the Leap- Tear, St. Matthias's 
Day, 7s Jo be kept, Our preſent Common- 
Prayer-Baok ts perfetly Silent of this mat. 
ter, only placing St. Matthias upon the 24th 
of Feb. as all the ancient Calendars did ; 
Hut according to the old Roman Computation 
the [utercalary Day coming in after the 23d, 
and before the 2.5 th Day of Feb.thereby making 
{wo 24th Days, or Taq Sexto Calendas 
Vom whence ſuch Tear had the Name of 
Biſextile) the Query 1s, which of the two 
24th Days is to be St. Matthias's, qwhetber 
the firſt 241h, the uſual Day it falls upon in 
Common Years, or the Second 24th, which 
7s in Realily the 25th, For when there are 
Two 2416s, the Second of theſę muſt be the 
251h : Now 9 98 be led to the Knowledge 
ef thr, by conſidering the foregoing Rubrię F 
0 
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of the Old Common. Prayer. Book. King 
Edward's Books ſeem 70 Fs plac d the In. 
tercalary Day wrong, viz. between the 24th 
and 25th of February; thereby making T wo 
25th Days of that Month in Leap Year : The 
25th of February, which in Leap-Years 1s 
counted for two Days, x(t and 2d. B. of alto. 
VI. 7 his ſeems to have been diſallowed of by 
the Compilers of N. Elizabeth's Yook, who 
order that when the Year leapeth, the 
Pſalms and Leſſons which ſerve for the 
23d Day of Feb. ſhall be read again the 
Day following, O. C. P. So that by this Rule 
the Intercalary Day was to be, not as by K. 
Edward's Books, between the 24th and 25th, 
thereby making Two 25ths ; but after the. 
234, and before the 25th, making Two 24th 
Days, as the Old Romans us d to do; and ſo 
again, this Rubrick gives us to underſtand 
which of” theſe Two 24ths, St. Matthias's 
Day 7s zo be obſery'd upon : For if the Leßbons 
of the 23d were to be read upon the firſt 24th 
Day in Leap Tear, then that Day could not 
be St. Matthias's ; For the fir/t Leſſon ap- 
pointed for St. Matthias was Wiſdom XIX; 
But the firſt Leſſon, for the 23d of Feb. was 
Deut. II: Therefore tis plain, that according 
70 the Old Common-Prayer-Book St. Matthias 
enuſt wot be celebrated upon the [ntercalary 
Day, or the firſt 24th, but upon the 5 
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after the Iutercalary, that is, the ſecond 
24th, or what we commonly call the 25th: 
Noto ſince neither our preſent Calendar , or 
Rubricks, do declare which of the T9 24ths 
7s St. Matthias, the Cuttom of the Church 
muſt determine the Point, which has order A 


another. Service upon that Day, and conſe. 


quently that it muſt be kept on the Day fol- 
lowing, viz. the 25th of February. 
T his is certain by the Rules and practice of 


evr own Church ſince the Reformation: Butif 


we be govern d by the Miſlale Romanum, the 
Matter 1s yet elearer and beyond all doubt, 
In Anno Biſſextili Februarius eſt diernm 
29 & Feſtum S. Mattbiæ celebratur 25 Feb. 
& bis dicitur Sexto Calendas, i. e. die 2 
& die 275; & Litera Dominicalis, quæ aſ- 
ſumpta fuit in Menſe ſanuario, mutatur in 
Præcedentem. Ut fi in Januario Litera Do- 
minicalis fuit à mutatur in præcedentem 
qua eſt & & Litera F bis ſervit 24, 1 
Miſ]. Rom. in Rnbr. ad Menſ. Feb: Whic 
Rule is in Engliſh this. In Leap Near Fe. 
bruary has 29 Days, and the Fealt of St. 
«Matthias is kept on the 25th of February, 
and the Sixth of the. Calends 1s twice 
named, 7 e. 24th and 25th Day: And the 
Dominical Letter, which ſerv'd for the 
Month of January, 1s chang'd into the fore- 
going one. So that if in January the Do- 
mi- 
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St. Matthias's Day. 7 
minical Letter was A, it is chang'd into 
that which goes before i it, vis. G, and the 
Letter F then ſerves for both the 24th 
and 25th of February. See the Roman 
Maſlal in the Rubrick, at the Bottom of the 
Month of February. The ſame Rule is laid 
down in the Old Miſſals ſecundum Uſum Sa- 
rum, which were ud here in England be- 
fore the Reformation: Si Biſſextus fuerit, 
quarta Die a Cathedra S. Petri fiat feſtum 
S. Matthie, & F Litera bis numeretur; rbat 
7s, if the Year be Biſſextile, let St. Mar- 
thias Day be kept on the fourth Day after 
the Chair of St. Peter, and let the Letter 
F be twice mentioned. Nou be Cathedra 
S. Petri, the Chair of St. Peter, 7s always 
the 224, the fourth Day after which is the 
25tb, to be St. Marthias's Day, which agrees 
with the Rule laid down. in the Modern 
My als. | 

D. It 1s 2 notable t upon my 
Word, and twere well if the Convocation 
now ſitting, would propoſe it, or ſomewhat 
like it, to be put into the Bol of Common- 
Prayer, amongſt other Amendments, which 
I hear by the Queen's Gracious Licence they 
are empower'd to make. | 

C. I ſhould be glad if they would too: 
But if they ſhould not, Dr. Nichols's Ex- 
cellent Comment is fo likely to come into ſo 
many 
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8 An Appendix concerning 
many Hands, eſpecially thoſe of the Clergy, 
that I am confident, the Confuſions You 


mention d, are not like to happen again. 


D. I muſt confeſs what You have read 
from Dr. Nichols has entirely ſatisfied me 
as to this Point, but fince You promis'd to 
read to me Dr. Wallis's Letter to Bp. Fell, 
I beg You wou'd let me hear it. 

C. With all my Heart: But I muſt firſt 
beg Leave to read to You an Advertiſement 


which the Dr, has 775 before it, concern- 


ing the Occaſion of his Writing it. 
D. Sir, You-need make no Apology : Pray 
read ik. 

C. It is then in theſe Words. Dr. ohn Fell, 
Dean of Cbriſt. Church, and Bp. of Oxford, 
© did uſually concern himfelf to have an 
© Almanack, Yearly printed at the Theater 
printing-Houſe, in a large Sheet of Paper, 
cadorn'd with elegant Sculptures. 
In that for the Year 1684, being Leap- 
e Near, the Feaſt of St. «Matthias ſhould 
have been plac'd (as it had ever been in 
call Leap- Tears) at February 25 th, being the 
Sixth Calends of March, that is, the Sixth 
Day back ward (incluſive) from March Iſt, 
(or the Calends of March) but in other 
©Years (which are not Leap-7ears) on Fe- 
© bruary 24th, which in thoſe Years is 6 
Cal. Mart. | 


But 


Sr. Matthias Day. 9 
ut Dr. Fell (or thoſe who were to 
take care of that Amun) not heeding 
the Diſſerence of Lemp- Nears from others, 
Chadin that Ainamach ſuffer d St; Matthias 
Da to be ſet at rb. 247h, as in other 
„ears, not d&&/igned/p, bur by meer Tnad. 
* verpercy'; nor was it fo printed in any 
© other Alnanacb for that Lear, or ſor any 
other Leap. Nar before that Time. 

* Bat ſo it happen d, that Dr. Willi an 
Sanrroſt, then Ache, of Canterbury, (I 
* kno\v'inot.apon what Suggeſtions). Bad- 
ing In the Common-Prayer- Book St. Mar- 
* teas" at Feb. 24 6 KI. Mart. thought 
it to be a Miftake ofthe Aimanacii maters ; 
and not well confidering, that 6 A. Mart. 

wa in the. Leap-Tear ) on Feb. 251 (tho 
10 other Vears at Feb. 2.474) did haſtily 
give gut an Order for-Keepang that Feſtiual 
* (1928. Tear) en Febr. 24h, which had 


never been ſo befote, either before or 


* /irico the Eſtabliſhaient of the Patent 

* Book"of -Common-Prayer.” | 
Bp. Feil, who had not Deſigned done | 
dit, but by: Tnadvertenoy;' delir'd me to 
draw up the following Diſcoumſe, (the 
Subſtance of which Thad Duſcours d with 
him) for the. Satisfaction of the Arcb. 
* Bp. which T did accordingly; but thought 
it more decent to addre ſs it to the Bp. (as 
B oc- 
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| © gccalion'd by his Almenack ) than to the 


Arch. p. as occaſion d by his Order. 
The Arch- Ap. by this (and Diſtourſe 
c with others to the ſame Purpoſe ) ſtem'd 
« well ſatisfy'd that it was his Mi Fake, and 
© if he had continued. Arch. , till another 
© Leap-Near, and in good Circumſtances, 1 
© preſume He would have revers'd his 
© former Order, and directed the Almatiacks 
©to be printed as formerly, _ -& 
But it ſo happen d, that before the 
© Year 1688, he was in Ill Circumſtances 
© with K. James II. and that upon the Te. 
© volution of publick Affairs, before ano- 


A 


ther Leap - Trar in 1692, Arch. Bp. Sancroftif 
* was put out and Arch-Bp. John Tillotſon} 


© ſucceeded, who was aware of the Miftake, 


© but thought it more Civil to paſs it over] 
in Silence, than ſeem to ſeek an Occaſion 


© of thwarting his Predeceſſor yet having, 
*and ſo it paſs'd Sub Silentio, expecting 


N 
there would ſoon after be a Review of thef, _ 


* Common-Prayer-Book, and then this, with 
© ſome other Things, would be rectifyed. 
When (upon the Death of Dr. ohn 
* Tillotſon) Dr. Thomas Teniſon ſucceeded as 
© Arch-Bp. the Caie was the ſame ; He was 


« ſatisfied of the Miflate, and ſaid if id 


© were now to do, He would not do it; but 

it being ſo inconſiderable a matter Ls 
| 6 

what 


WI 
in 
Fe 


at 


bel 


St. Matthias's Dey. 11 


hat Day! it be kept, He thought beſt (as 
his next Preadeceſſor had done ) to let it 
| paſs Sub Silentio, without giving any 
Order about it, and it hath ſo continued 
fer che Tears 1688, 1692, 1696, and 1700. 
of D. sir, 1 thank You for this Favour : I 
II. would . beg You to let me hear the 
Letter, 05 35 

* Ivis As follows: 


WIS * —— 


el T ADS * w 4 wy , —_— 


: AA N bo Dr. walks s to 


Biſhop Fell, concerning hb 
Matthias Dey. 


To the Right Reverend Father in God, 
nl John Fel, D.D. Lord Ty of Oxford,1684. 


, b 
18 
yn 


J- 
fil. 
2 
(7 


or 


My LO RD, rn e775 | 
N Obedience t to your « Lordſhip Com- 
mand, I have put in Writing the Sum 

of that Diſcourſe which lately paſs d 

ag with your Lordſhip, concerning the place- 
ad ing of St. :Matihias-Day, at the 2476 of 
? | 4 ce 7 in the Oxford Almanack, Printed 
Fat the Töeater for or preſent Year 1684, 
nf being Brſſextile, or Leap-Tear. | | 
at B 2 ©Where 


. ee... _ 


12 Au eh mier ning 
Where I muſt fiiſt ꝑremi ſe, that. all Laws 
tare to ba — — La pound ad- 
cording tu the trie {1/214 ant Meuhing of 
© ſuch Laws. 360 17 Hreg 31 ode 43 tC , 
And conſequently,; If in the Wirding or 
Pruning of a Lato, there happ nta benny 
© Ambigtbus or Doubtful Expreffam, it is to 
be Expounded, according to what ſhall ! 
© otherwiſe appear, to bethe true Intem of 
| 


* the Law. F 
And moreover, If there chance to be 
any ſeeming (0 Lew real) Autinomy; or Con. 
0 action oh "(tot Lat, or of) av _ , 


5 are 
ef EI be 79 75 Mary encore her, , 
* according to he |; 
Lato. 7 
Ns for ane k Ins late Af Fark 4 
nent for raiſing afyfengy.©- not enſy in, the | © 


«Printed Copies, 155 in the Ord 0 7 
ein appointing the time when the com- a 
© miſſioners for that purpoſe wert th meet, , 1 
the At ouk. Lord was miſ- written: Yet 
the Practice was according to What D 
©have been ww1r/ttw (not aceording to what | © 
© 2oa4) ant it was juſtifiable according to the 
© true; utent of the A (Which .appeared | - 
from other Parts ok. it) the Contrary. to 
che -#ords : Andi it was (e p. 2 5 
Res -fted by a<ſuhleques, Aer, mad of on 
ur- 


— 


n tte yr. 


; paſe, | next & \ EL a i Fe 
$37 1 oP op line ayoided, 
*(unleſs by extraordinary Care) but that in 
a Law of any conſiderable Length, there 
may, (by che Negligenct of 3 Clerk, or 
* otherwiſe), ſome Word; or Hen icue chante* 
to bo ni vuriiten ot mii plc. 
And as nothe preſent Buſinaſs concern- 
ing the o Common; Praror, and; the 
At appointing it (whereof it ſelf is a part) 
there may be more need of ſuch equitable 
Confirucinu, than perhaps your Lore 
is at fixſt aware. ©1113 299 12 TRI { a. 
n l. ods Lo % 35 ftw, 03 © 


ty ty ia 307; bn 
i] OI.09V3) 10! £224 ORE SH) TO! oONG 


w * 


hall ment premiſe, that it may be rei- 


ſonably preſumꝰd to be theu/wienumentiof 


* the preſent Bool of Comma Prayer, (auc 
che Calendar thereof,) not to depart from 
the ancient Practice of the Church both 
at home and abroad, ) and the Recorut” 
* Rates .\ok\ficcle/iaftital: Chmputation; (for 
' many FdundYdYeets paſt) where. there 
is no Intimation of any Change intended: 
Eſpecially, where the Words ſtand as fair 
for the wonted Practice as otherwiſe. 
Now the anading Rule of all the Cm. 
@ patations,i: for more than » Four Hunte 
Fears paſt (none N this, or in 
Words to this Furpoſem:m: | 


th An AHeolix cnuntrning 


VVV 


Faſteriore Die celebrantur Feſta Mattie, | 


and I think it is a part of the Canon Law. 
That is, it being a Receivd Rule in 
the Roman "Calendar, that every Fourth 
© Near is to have an /ntercalaty, or Super. 
* numerary Day and, this Infititinus Day 
to be between the Sixth and Seventh Ca. 


lends, of «March: This Sixth Calendt is 
a ſecond time repeated: (this \/»/ititions 


Day having alſo the Name of S Culen. 


dar,) which gives the Name of Hertilæ, 


to what we call the Leap- Tear. 
And, for the ſame Reaſon (even in the 
* Theater Almanack) the Letter iid¹νͥTd, 


in the Columm f Letters for the Day of 
vibe Week, which eauſeth a Change of the 
Dominica! Letter: for the Remainder of 
*the Trar, which is Tear is from thence - 


forth E, but was before . 


And, the Eocleſiaſtica! Coniputation, 
* (which: follows! the Roman Calbnuur Pha- 


© ving affixed St. Matthias Day.toithe Sixth 
© Calends of March, that is, to the Sixth 


Day backwards, beginning with the Fit 


* Day of March, (or Sexto die ante Calendus 


* Marti incluſive Sumptas,) this in the Or- 


* armury Tear falls on our Twenty. fourth of 


* February ; but in the Leap-Tear; on the 


FTuenty-fiftb. But, 


St. Matthias D. Th 

But, bei the Inſititious Day (which 
ein the Biſtextile is our Four and Twentieth?) 
<bath- alſo the name of the Si Calends 
<and the Letter V; and ſome Doubr-might | 
©thence ariſe, whether the Matura or 
Freter. natural Sixib Calends ſhould be 
* taken for St. Matthias Day, to put this 

* paſt Diſpute, 'the latter Verfe is added, 


£ PoRteriore Die celebrantur Feſta Mathiz. 


* declaring this to be- underſtood of the 
* Natural Sixth Calends (which comes every 
Year) not, of the /nfit2370us, or Preter- 
natural; which comes but once in Four 
Years, and would: make this Sarut but 2 
© OuUndricnnmal Saint. 
Now this having been he Rule for ſo 
0 many Hunared Tears; and the Practice 
never varied, (either before or ſince the 
© waking of our preſent Boot of Common. 
Prayer, nor any Intimation given, that it 
was intended we ſhould depart from the 
©wonted Practice: We may juſtly preſume 
It was intended, that v we. ſhould. proceed 
as before. = 
4 ] 


our Lordſhip ſays, the Rubrick here is 
©to us a Law, which fixeth it to the Fear 

© and Twentieth Day of February. 
1 anſwer : I find no ſuch Rabrick, > ot 
faith 


15 An Hulik cunterning 
£ Four aus Tauentie rt Day f February. 
ou Hy, it lands in the Commis. 
Prauer- Boot agaihſt that: Day 3 aud 18 
therefore on bat Hay, to be always kept, 


even ia the Laap-· Nur, as an Immone ab 


Feaſt: - REA. © SHAQ III IC + G1 [1 45 
' *Lanſwen: Firf, It doth indeed Ob ſtand, 
But ſo, it did in the O/ Common-Prayer- 
© Book of K. Charts 1. K. Hlae, Q Eliza- 
bhetb, and K. Edward YI. ever fince there 
was 2 'Cormott-Prayer-Byos: Let was it 
never ſo kept in any Lap. Tear: No, not 
in the Tears 1664, 1668, 16, and 168 b 
* ſince the making of What we now have. 
Seconaly, As it ſtands againſt Feb: 24. 
ſo, (which it here more to be heeded,) [it 


does] againſt 6 Cal. Mart. And therefore 


Eat Feb. 24. becauſe 6 V ſtands there, to 
which this Feaft is affixed, and when 6 M. 
© removes, this is to be remov'd with it. 

- + Thirdly, As 6 Ml. ſtands at Feb. 24. fo 


in our Common-Prayer-Bobk, Prid. KI. 


ſtands at Feb. 28. and 3 M. at Feb. 25. and 
© 4 Kl. at Feb. 26. and 5 Kl. at Feb. 25: as 
well as 6 Kl. at Feb. 24. Yet your Lord- 
* ſhip will not think, that we are thus to 
compute in the Leap-Near : But all theſe 


© in the Leap. Tear, are to be thruſt down (as 


to our Civil Computation) one Day 11 
that 


uy 


St. Matthias“ Day. 17 
(that is, one Day farther from the Firft of 
& February ) and St. «Matthias Day with 
chem: "Tis true, there is in the Leap- Tear 
© another 6 Kl. at Feb. 24: But this is In. 
( /atitious, not the Natural. | 
8 © Fourthly, If You ſay, this doth not con- 
JN cern us, becauſe in this Oxford Almanackt, 
there is no Notice taken of the Kalends, 
c. and therefore You are not concern'd 
* where to place Prid. Al. &c. | 
© [I anſwer]. This is very true: They 
are not there placed: But even in this 
© Almanack we have the Column of Letters 
fer the Week Days: And therein, the Let. 
© fer C, at Feb. 29, (not at Feb. 28,) as in 
© the Common-Prayer-Book : And B (not C) 
eat Feb. 28: And A4 (not B) at Feb. 27: 
And & (not 4) at Feb. 26: And F (not ) 
at Feb. 25, (as well as at Feb. 24:) contrary 
to what is in the ne 
which Intended mo more than 10 ſhew 
© how all theſe ſtaud (and St. Matthias Day 
© with them) in the Common Tear, not in 
che Leap: ear: Otherwiſe, You muſt in 
[© the Leap year change the Dominica! Let- 
ter, not at 6 AM. (or Feb. 25,) but at Prid. 
Xl. or Feb. 29, which in our Cui Account 
' 1s the Intercaluy Day But in the Zecle- 
I */iaflical Account, {which we are here to 


regard) Feb. 24. Fifth 
"us 
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« Fifthly, We are told in the Common. 
© Prayer-Book (at the Top of the Page,) that 
© February hath 28 Days : Well, but 1s this 
the Number a/ways?- If. ſo, what means 
the Number 29 in the ſecond Column 
©You'll ſay ao, not always, but for the moſt 
part 28 is the Number of Days in February 
Namely, in the Common Tear : but in the 
Leap. year the Number of Days in February 
©7529. Which we are to Under/tand from 
(the commonly Receiv'd Rules of Computa- 
tion, tho' there be no Raxbrick (as being 
*thought needleſs) to tell us thus much 
© And when it ſo happens, the Number 29, 
( ſerves to direct what Leſſons are to be reas 
© on ſuch 2976 Day, which I think 1s the 
© only Reaſon why that Number ſtandeth 
there: (And if that whole Column of 1,2,3 
© Fc. had ſtood net before that of Leſſons 
eto which it refers, it would have beer 
© leſs ſubject to Mi abe.) 

In like manner St. Matthias Day ſtands 
*at Feb. 24. VI. M. Mart. And is therefore 
to be kept on Feb. 24; not always, but fc 
© the moſt part ; Namely, in the Common 
* Tear, (when February hath 28 Days :) But 
in the Leap year (when February hath 29 
Days) it is to be kept on Feb. 25, (tho 


no Rubrick does expreſly ſay it) as being 


* thought needleſs; the Common Practice 
© be 


St. Matthias Day. 19 
*. being thought a ſufficient Direction: But 
atY* always on the Sixth Calends of March; 
is And therefore changeth its Seat as that 
as doth, from Feb. 24, to Feb. 25. 
GS rtöh, But further; Where we are told, 
that February hath 28 Days, it follows alſo, 
Y* the Moon hath 30 Days : But hath the Moon 
ney © 1 30 Days always? No; not 
* akways : Or, is it ſo for the moi part? No; 
m nor even Zhas: Or, is it hen only when 
4. February hath 28 Days? No; not ther 
ngh © only ; nor even ther at al. But when then? 
It is (if at all) in the Leap-year only, when 
91 © February hath 29 Days: But how ſhall we 
aa © know this? Not from any Rabrzick in the 
nel © Book of Common- Prayer; but from (what is 
thy there ſuppos d) the Receiv'd Rules of Eccle- 
3 */taftick Computation, which (if expreſſed 
wy in Words at length) are to this Purpoſe : 
ent © February in the Common Tear hath 28 Days; 
« but in every Fourth Year, wh:ch is Biflex- 
dy] © tile or Leap-year, it hath 29 Days: And 
re the Moon of February zu the Common 
or © Year, (when February hath 28 Days) hath 
ny © 28 Days: But in the Leap- year ( when 
ug © February hath 29 Days) the Moon of 
2 of © February bath 30 Days. * HS 
10 © And, for that Reaſon, the Coſden Num- 
ng * bers in the Firſt Column for February, are 
8 ein the Leap-year to Hand, or be per a 
e C 2 to 


— — My ee any —_— —— —— — — — 
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© to land) tne Day lower than in the Com. 
© ron Dar, which, in Ancient Books of 


Computation, was wont to be ſaid, in the 


e Rules, in Words expreſs, And in the Ca. 
© {ndar was wont to be /n/iuated by a De- 
eſcendmg Stroke from the Place, M. 

© where the GoldenNambey ſtands, ji 
to the Day next below it (in 6 Pria 
the Column of Calends, Nones 16. VIII. 
and des.) in this Manner + I. 

And ſo every where till we be paſt the 


© Day. of intercalation : And, if they had 


©reckan'd according to our Civil Computa- 
ion in the Column, 1,2,3, Gr. it mult fo 
© have been to the Znd of the Month. 

„But, if we do not ſuppoſe ſuch a Fe- 
© oval of the Golden Number One Day 
© wer than in the Leap. year, the Moon 
of January will have (as always) 30 days : 
That of February (as in other Tears) 29 
days, (never 30 days) and that of March 
which in a/{ other Years hath 30 days 
will have in the Leap-year 31 days. 

But there is Nothing of all this in any 
*Rubrick of our Common-Prayer- Book (which 
was never intended to depend on all theſe 
punctrilio s So that the whole of what 
© concerns February in the Leap year is to 


b be ſought e/ſewhere; not in the Rubrice 
bol our Book of Common Prayer. 


c And 
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St. Matthias's Day. 21 
© And (to ſpeak as the Truth is) I ſaſpet? 
© as to the Number of the Moon —— 
30 is Miſ-written for 29, And that a like 
* Miftake is in the Five Laſt Months (Aug uſt, 
September, October, November, December,) 
© putting 30 for 29, and 29 for 30, all along: 
For as the Numbers now ſtand, they agree 
* not with their Heſpectiwuube Months , and 
* (which is worſe) the Lunar Year is made 
© longer by Two Days than it ſhould be: 
© That is, (by this Computation) the Com- 
mon Lunar Tear is to have 356 days; to 
*which all Computing allow but 354 days ; 
as making it ſhorter, by 11 days, than 
the Common Solar Tear of 265 25 
« Seventhly, Tis to be obſerved, that in 
the Common-Prayer-Book, after the Co- 
* lurmn of the Civil Computation of Days, 
(by firſt, ſecond, third Day of the Month, 
Oc, We have 740 other Columns inter- 
© pos'd, (before that of the Feaft) namely, 
© that of the Meek day Letters A, B, C, gc. 
and haf the Calends, Nones and 7aes ; 
and by Theſe (as nearer to it) We are 
© rather to be guided in ſeeking the Feaſt- 
© days, (than Leaping over both theſe) by 
© that which is more remote. Xt 4 
. © Eightbly, This Column of Days, by 1, 
2, 3, Oe. came not at all into the Church 
* Calendar, till of late, for in the O. m_ 
| c ( fol 
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© (de Compu to,) it is not at all: And, when it 
© firſt came in, it was wont to be the /af? 
© Column in the Page, (not one of the r, 
© 23 20w, for the moſt part, it is,) to pre- 
© vent all 2:5Zakes in confounding the Civil 
t and the Eccleftaftick Account Aud it had 
© been as well, if it had (tor the ſame Rea- 
ſon) been /o plac'd ſtill, or at leaſt, next 
he fore the Leſſons ; which, I think, in 7515 
© Book of Common-Prayer (but not in he 
© former) are to be guided by it. 

In the Three Manuſcript Calendars to 
© the Old Statute Books of the Univer/ity of 
Oxford (written about the Time of K. 
Henry IV, or ſooner, ) it is not at all. Nor 
in Tuo or Three other ae e in my 
* Cuſtody : (whereof I take one to be that of 
Crate, Biſhop of Lincoln: Another of 
© Johannes de Sacro Boſco, written about the 
*7Time of K. Henry lll. or K. John An- 
© other about the Time of K. Edward ll.) 
Nor in One ſhew'd me lately by Dr. Gale, 
©(writ about K. Edward the Thirds Time) 
But in one ſhewd me by Dr. Crowther 


* (which I think belongs to the Church of 


St. Paul, and was written about K. Henry 

* the Sixth's Time) I find it written but in 

* the /a/t-Column of all, and fo it is in Cla- 
* vitss Caleudarium Romanum, Cap. 9. 

* Ninthly, This, If I miſtake not, is the 

© only 


St. Matthias? Day. 23 
© only Reaſon why, in the Church Calendar, 
we retain the Column of Calends, Nones 
and Jae, becauſe the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
© putalion was wont to be reckon'd by them, 
© not by the Days of the Month, number'd 
from the Beginning of it, as we now 
© reckon in the Civil Computation here in 
* England, (and tis ill done, that in our 
© ſmaller Books of Common. Prayer, this Co- 
* lumn is left out) Nor is there any ofher 
* Reaſon (that I know) than hi, why the 
* Church has ever thought fit to retain it in 
the Church Calendar, for if without this 
the FeaFfts (and other Remarkables) were 


* confin'd to the Days of the Month, (num- 


©ber'd from the Heginning,) as we have 
rechen d, there were no need of inſerting 
© the Calends, Nones, and Zaes at all. | 
* Laſily, This Computation being admitted 
(as it needs mult) the keeping of St. Mat- 
©thias Day ſometimes on the 24th, ſome- 
times on the 25th of February, (which is 
© but Accidental) doth not make it a Hove- 
© able Feaſt, becauſe always fix d to the Sixth 
© Calends of March, which, ever was the 
* Rule for St. Matthias Day, and for the 
© Seat of it we are not to enquire how ma 
Days forward fromthe fir N of February, 
© but how many Days backward: from the 
* Calends of March, in like manner as (4 5 
| 4 2 
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© had been fird to the Lai of February, 


* which yet would happen to be ſometimes 
© the 287, ſometimes the 294h Day. 


I (2) | ? 

© This being well conſider'd, the only 
* Scruple that can now remain is but ths : 
© There being in the Zeap-year, 6 KL. twice 
© and twice te Letter F, one at Feb. 24th, 
the other at Feb. 2316: How ſhall we 
know which of theſe is to be talen? Whe- 
© ther that at Feb.24th, or that at Feb:25 1h? 
And if the Laiter, there wants a Rubrick 
©to tell us ſo, | 

<I anſwer: That of Feb. 24th, or 25th, 
is wholly eætrinſecal to this Point, as not at 
© all apertaining to the Eccleſia ical Com- 
< putation (but to the Ciuil only) and was 
« not in the Ola Church Calendars at all, (as 
© was ſaid before) and when it fir/t crept in, 
< it food in the laſt Column (and ſo gave no 
< Occaſion to miſtake) and tho? now it be 
© gotten into a more forward Place, yet it 
©1s not the Rule of Eccleſia ical 7 - 
tation, but the Ciuil only, and ſtands bere 
© but to ſhew how, in the Ordinary Tear, 
© the Ciuil Computation anſwers to the Eccle- 
© /iaſtical, nor doth it ſtand in the next before 
© that of the Feaſts, but tuo Columns come 


© between , Which are not guided by it. 
| And 
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And as to 6 Xl. which twice occurs, it 
© is in Reaſon (if nothing elſe appear to the 
© contrary) to be rather underſtood of that 
© which is naturally, and indeed fo (that is, 
the Sixth Day (reckoning backwards from 
6 the firſt of arch incluſively,) than that 
© which is Inſititious and Suptoſititious and 
which here paſſeth to no Account, but is 
to be reputed: as if it were not here at all: 
and which (ſuch as it is) comes but once 
in four Tears, and St. Qſattbias Day if 
fix d to this, muſt come no oftner. 


wo IV, | 
And as to what is ſaid of a Rubricł 
munting: I ſay, It is no more wanting here 
than in former Books of Common. Prayer, 
and other like Calendars: Notwithſtand- 
ting which, the conſtant Practice hath al- 
ways carried it for the true 6 MN. not the 
8 Suppoſititions and Inſititious. | 
And ſuch Rabrick, tho' not expreſs'd, 
is ſuppos'd to be underſtood (as many o- 
© thers are) from the Zquzty of the Thing, 
and from the Common Practice of the 
Church; and from the Recerv'sd Ancient 
* Rules of Cmputation; and (it particular) 
from that of *Poftereore Die, cc. 
If it be ſtill inſiſted on, that ſuch Nu. 
* brick is then cn ing our prefent Book. 


yaw is 
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J anſwer : ( Tis thus far) true, that ſuch 
© Rabrick (if there) might have been of Uſe 
© for Direction. And it had been * 
© (at leaſt very Convenient) if it had been 
the Intent of that Boot to deſcend to all 
© the Punctilios of Eccleſiaftical Computa 
© 71092. | 1 
gut we have no Reaſon to Judge, that 
© to be the Deu of This Soo; nor fo to 
© Exponnd it, as if it were. For, if fo; 
(there will be found a great many more to 
© be wanting; and that in all Matters of 
£ Greater Conſequence than this is. 
© As, for Inſtance, There is here no Eu. 
© brick to tell us, that once in Four Tears, 
42 8 ary day is to be ſome where 
© inſerted: nor, which Tear of the Four 
© that is: Nor, that this Day is to be 1n- 
© ſerted in Febraary, which is therefore, in 
© ſuch Tear to have 29 Days : Nor, which 
bof thoſe 29, is the Juſititious Dey; whes 
ther the laſt (which in the Ciuil Compu- 


© zation ſeems to be it) or rather (in the 


© Eccleſiaftical Computation) that which 
comes between 6 Xl. and j XK, Martit; 
which in the Le- Tear, is that which, 
in the Civil Acconnt, is called Feb. 24 but 
in the Zccle/iaftical Account, paſſeth for 
© no Day at all. Yet all this muſt be under 


© ſtood, or elſe our Eccleſiaſtical A 


: will be very Lame. 11 
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If it be faid, that all this is to be under. 
£ ſtood from the Common Practice, and from 
© the Recerved Rules for the Compating the 
rar: And therefore the Cormun-Prayer- 
© Book need not to be cumber'd with it. 

I fay; 'tis true: All this (and a great 
© deal more) is, from hence, to be under- 
ſtood. Hut, if all that; why not this alſo 
of Poſteriore Die, &c.? 

If it be ſaid; This is intimated by the 
© Number 29 in February, in the Column for 
© the day of the Adonth, with a Blank under 
C, in that for the Days of the Feek, and 
Funder Prid. & in the next Column, and 
in that for Feafts. 

J fay, Tis true, we have 29 in the pre- 
© ſent Book; (but in the former, we had not 
fo much; yet, that which but now we 
© mentioned, was to be there underſtood 
*alſo.) And this, I ſay may ſeem (very 
© darkly) to intimate (and but to intimate) 
g — But, what that Sometbing is, 


„(if we had no other Light to help us,) 


would be hard to ſay. | 

For this {at the rate it is now argued, ) 
* would as much prove, that February hath 
* aways, (not in the Leap-Near only,) 29 
*Days ; as, That a/ways (not only in the 
Common. Jrar) St. e Matthias Day is to be 
kept on Feb, 24. And that au,, me 


— 
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NV. is Feb. 28. And, that the Letter C, is 
always to ſtand at Feb. 28. And, at Feb. 
$ 29. no Lelter at all. And ſuppoſing that, 
in ſome. Far or other there is to be an In- 
@ tercalation} the Intercalation is to be Feb. 
© 29. between KI. Mart. and Prid. xl (not at 
© Feb. 24. of which there is not the leaſt In- 
© timation:)And that theDommical Letter is 
(if at all) to change at the t of «March, 
not at Feb; 25.) Aud the Letter to be 
© daubled (it any) not to be F(at Feb. 24, 
©2nd 25.) but ſome other (and molt probably, 
Cor D) atFeb.29..(Forall the other Days 
© have their Le7ters fixed, and this only a 
© B/ank between C and D: And I know not 
bow (without farther Light) to make a 
© more likely Conjecture. 

Tis true, that in the Table of Moveable 
© Feaſts we have, at the Years 1664, 1668, 
©1672, 1626, 1680, 1684, 1688, 1692, 

© 1696, 1700, Tuo Dominical Letters : And 
© we may thence ueſs (but are not told) 
© that it is likely 10 to fall out thence forth 
every Fourth Tear, and conſequently that 
ein * of thoſe Years there is ſome time 
© or other a Change of the Dominica! Letter. 
© But it tells us not at what Time of the 
© Year, that Change is: Nor 1 IS, indeed, the 
Change in Iboſe Tears, But in the Near, 
ne. before them : For that very Teble tells 
| * by 


of it. 


k. Matthias Day. 29 
us, he Supputation of the Tear of: our Lord 
in the Church of England, beginneth the five 
and iwentieth Day of March; whereas 
© the Change of the Dominical. Letter is at 


Feb. 2.5 th, next before ſuch 2576 of March, 


and there fore in the Precedent, Near ac- 
* cording to our Computation, and therefore 


not hoſe Tears but the next Precedent have 


Tuo (or rather Three) Dominical Letters. 

All which is not ſaid to caſt any Aſper- 
*/zon on the Calendar rightly Underſtood, 
but to ſhey, that it was not the Intent ol 
© the, Common. Prayer- Soo to Deſcend to 
ſuch Punctilio s, but to preſume them as 
© otherwiſe known from the Common Practice 


and the Receiv'd Rules of Computation, 


© and. that we do Injury to that, to Confine 
*it ſo narrowly to its own Words, without 
admitting what is otherwiſe known, and 
there preſum'd, for giving the true ſenſe 


V. 


. 


II ſay therefore, for the Underſtanding 


* of this, as well as of other Laws :, Firſs, 
That ſome Things are to be preſum d for 


© Common, Prudence. and Direction as ſo ob- 


vious, and eaſy to be underſtood, as that it 
vere Pedantick and Ridiculous, to think it 
Neceſlary to giye a Kubrick for Direction. 


© Thus 


zo un Appendix concerning 
Thus in the Office for Baptiſm, the Words 
* He, She, re e . of like 
import, are to be frequently varied, ac- 
© cording as a Male or a Female, and one or 
more are to be Baptized: Yet no Man 
t thinks it neceſſary to add a Rabrick to di- 
© rect Hou and in what Caſes ſuch Change is 
to be made: Becauſe every Man of com- 
* mon Prudence can from his own Diſcre- 
tion know (without Direction) that; and 
how ſach Change ſhonld be made: And 
may preſume, that it was not che Tutena. 
nent of the Law, that in ſuch Caſes, a Man 
© ſhould ſpeak NVonſeuſe, or Falſe Grammar. 
So in the Office for Burial : The Words, 
*7 his our Brother are to be varied, as Oc- 
© caſion ſhall require, for This our Siler, or 
©perhaps Theſe Oar Brethren or Sifters - 
Vet no Man can think an Zxprefs Rubrick 
here Aecefjary, becauſe Common Diſcretion 
will ſerve: And the like in many other 
© Places. | 
And it was 1 1 Ridiculous (which I 
*have known at leaſt once to happen) when 
© a Gentlewoman reading to other Gentle- 
* women the Prayers of the Church, began 
with Dearly beloved Hretbren- Whereas 
* Common Prudence might have taught Her, 
t either to leave out the Word Brethren, or 
* to have Chang d it for Siſters. 


© Sg 


© So in the Office for Marriage : 1 M take 
© Thee M: No Man doubts, without a u. 
* brick, but that for N and M, are to be put 
the eſpetie Names of the Perſons con- 
©cerned, and the like in other Places. 
And ſo in the Anſwer to the F Que. 
ſtios in the Catechiſm, What is your Name ? 
It is not Intended that the Child, or other 
© Perſon Catec bixca, ſhould ſay N or M, but 
© ſhould tell His or Her Proper Name : And 
to the Second Queſtion, Who gave you that 
Name? The Common Anſwer is, My Cod. 
© fathers and my Gadmothers in my Bap- 
tiſim, &c. But in Caſe the Perſon had no 
© Geadfathers or Godmothers, which often 
happens, eſpecially in Private Baptiſm , 
© where it is not required till af7er Baptiſm, 
when They are to be Preſented to the Pub- 
© /ick Congregation: or not Tuo of each (it 
© being not required that a Bey ſhould have 
© Two Godmothers, nor a Girl Two Godfa- 
© zhers ;) or not They, but the Father (as 
cit often happens) gives ibe Name: the 
© Perſon in ſuch Caſes is either to anſwer 


according to Truth; or if ſuch Form of 


* Words be uſed, they are ſo to be Under- 
© {tood, as Intimating the more uſual Practice 
© of the Church, (not that of the Particular 
© Perſon,) For it cannot be preſumed to be 
* the /zzent of the Law, that a Perſon ſhould 
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Thus in the Office for Baptiſm, the Words 
* He, She, 75a divers others of like 
import, are to be frequently varied, ac- 
© cording as a Male or a Female, and one or 
more are to be Baptized: Yet no Man 
© thinks it neceſſary to add a Rabrick to di- 
© ret Hou and in what Caſes ſuch Change is 
*to be made: Becauſe every Man of com- 
mon Prudence can from his own Drſcre- 


tion know (without Direction) that; and 


how ſuch Change ſhonld be made: And 


© may preſume, that it was not the 7ntend- 
nent of the Law, that in ſuch Caſes, a Man 
© ſhould ſpeak Nonſeuſe, or Falſe Grammar. 
*So in the Office for Burial : The Words, 

*7 hrs our Brother are to be varied, as Oc- 
© caſion ſhall require, for This our Sifter, or 
©perhaps Theſe Oar Brethren or Sifters - 
Vet no Man can think an Zxprefi Rubrick 
© here Neceſjary, becauſe Common Diſcretion 
will ferve: And the like in many other 
© Places. | | 

And it was thought Ridiculous (which I 
c have known at leaſt once to happen) when 
© a Gentlewoman reading to other Gentle- 
* women the Prayers of the Church, began 
* with Dearly beloved Rretbren : Whereas 
© Common Prudence might have taught Her, 
*erther to leave out the Word Brethren, or 
to have Chang d it for Siſters. 


80 
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©So in the Office for Marriage: 7 M take 
Zee NM. No Man doubts, without a Tu. 
* brick, but that for N and N are to be put 
the Aeſpecrive Names of the Perſons con- 
cerned, and the like in other Places. 
And fo in the Anſwer to the Fi Que. 
(tion in the Catechiſm, M bat is your Name ? 
It is not /utended that the Child, or other 
© Perſon Catechized, ſhould ſay N or V, but 
| | © ſhould tell His or Her Proper Name : And 
to the Second Queſtion, Who gave you that 
Name? The Common Anſwer is, My Cod. 
© fathers and my Gadmothers in my Bap- 
© r3{22, &c. But in Caſe the Perſon had no 
© Gedfathers or Godmothers, which often 
happens, eſpecially in Private Baptiſm, 
© where it is not required till af7er Baptiſm, 
when They are to be Preſen/ed to the Pub- 
© /ick Congregation: or not Tuo of each (it 
© being not required that a Bey ſhould have 
© Two Goamothers, nor a Girl Two Godfa- 
© 7hers ;) or not They, but the Father (as 
cit often happens) gives {be Name the 
© Perſon in ſuch Caſes is either to anſwer 
| © according to Truth; or if ſuch Form of 
* Words be uſed, they are fo to be Under- 
© {tood, as Intimating the more uſual Practice 
© of the Church, (not that of the Particular 
Perſen) For it cannot be preſumed to be 
* the Iutent of the Lau, chat a Perſon ſhould 
teil a Lye. 80 
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So when in the ye for Marriage, it . 
{ is ſaid, The Man Kin 1 Agbs. land 3 
© ſhall take the Woman by her Right- Hand, I. 5 
© and ſay. The Mord cannot in Reaſon be 
* thought to be ſo ſtridtly taken, as that a Þ: ;1 
©Perfon Dumb, or which wanis a Right- Ie te 
Hand, might not be Married. But rather, 
© that in ſuch Caſes, Ss may ſerve for fest 
* Words; and a Left-Hand, for a Right- 
© Hand. And fo in Caſe a Woman have |, 
©not a Pur tb. Finger, on which to put the 
Hing. | 
1 And therefore it was looked upon as a l x 
© Ridiculoas Proviſo, (in one of Oltver's Acts | 


0 *for Marriage, ) to this purpoſe; Provided al. | 4 
© ways, that, if the Perſon have not a Right- |c,, 
4 * Hand, it is not neceſſary to take by the |. 
| © Right-hand ; nor, to ſay ſuch Words, in | 7 
i © caſe the Perſon be Dumb. For all ſuch |, 


<like 464: jb are, by Common [ntendment, | f. 


4 * preſumed to be Underſtood ; And he was fig 
4 Over Officious, who preſented a Cri 715 1 
(who had never a Ace) for not Ruceling bg 
© at the Sacrament. F 


VI. 
* Secondly, Beſide ſuch equitable Inter- I n. 
6 © pretatrons (from Principles of Common Pru- |þ , 
4 * dence and Diſcretion,) which ought, II 
| *think, to be admitted in all Laws: We þ, 
bare, in the preſent Caſe, to preſume (as þ 7 


$ other- 


8 | 
+ 
= | 
| 
4 
= 

1 


wy 9 UW ww erer JOS: oh 2 


2 
I 
e 
8 


WR 1 
* 


Sr. Matthias“? Dey. 33 


© otherwiſe known) the Received Rules of 


© Ectleftaſtick Computation, and the Con ant 
© PraFFice, conſonant to ſuch Rales, which 
fare to be admitted, as needful lor ſhewing 
the true Intent of the preſent Law; and 
to ſupply the place of a Rubrick (where 
it may ſeem wanting) for the Right Under- 
(ſtanding of our Charch Calendar Pteſu- 
' ming, that it was not Intended to depart 
from thence, where there is no mention 
(of ſuch Iutent. | 
* As, for Inſtance : Among the Rules for 
Moveable Feats, we have this for one, 
'EASTER-DAY zs always the firſt Sun- 
day after the firft Full Moon, which happens 


' next after the one and twentieth day of 
* March. Now it ſo happen'd for this pre- 


* ſent Tear (to look no farther) that (as our 
Almanack tells us, printed at the Theater 
for this Tear, and others agree with it) it 
is Full-Moon on Friday, eMarch 21/t , 
about Tuo a Cloc in the «Morning, I ask 
therefore, whether we are to take 7hzs 
Full. Moon (which happens on, not after, 
March 21ſt, For the Paſchal Full. Adoon If 
not, we muſt wait another Full. Nſocm, 
which will not be *till Saturday Apr. 19.) 
And then, either Sunday Apr. 20, or Apr. 
27. (the Sunday following] mult be Eft - 
Day. But if that on March 21ſt, be che 
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34 A Appesdix concerning 
© Paſchal Full. Moon; then ſhould Sunday, 
March 234, (as being the next Sunday 
tbe Zafter-Dey. But, the ſame Altmanact 
© tells us, that Zafter-Day is March 20, 
© with which the Tables in ihe Common- 
Prayer. Book agrees: 

And I have no way to ſolve this Di- 
* /emma, but by ſaying, The Full. Moon here 
Jutenaed, is not the Trae Full hon in 
* the Heavens (which the Ford would ſeem 
© to import) which happeneth (as was ſaid) 
© on March 21: But the Suppoſed Full. Moon, 
© which, according to the Recerved Paſchal 
e 7 ables, the Church Reputeth to be the Full- 


Moon, though indeed it be not: For tho 


«at the Time when theſe Tables were made, 
© the Reputed Full. Moon, was either the 


«ſame, or very near the ſame, with the 


rue Full. eon: Yet, in Proceſs of Time, 
as the Equinox, which then happened at 
March 21, (and in Eccle/taſtical Compu- 


lation is {till Repated ſo to do) is indeed 


«come Ten or Eleven Days backward, to 
« March 11th, or (ſometimes) Afarch 10th. 
«fo. the Full. Moons (which are now Re- 


© puted to fall as then they did) are indeed 


come backward four or five Days. And, 
« particularly, hat in the preſent Cafe , 
© which happens on Friday March à iſt, is 
Keputed to be on Tueſday, March 25 1h; and 
4 


there / 
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/, | © therefore March 30th (being the next 
Sanda after ) is Eafer- Day And the 
like happens very often. 
. © But we have no Rubrick, in the Church 
- | © Calendar, which teacheth us to diſtinguiſh 
between the True, and the Putative Full. 
. < M07 on which Eafter depends; But we 
e are therein left to the Receiv'd Rnles of 
n | © Eecleſiaftick Computation for our Direction, 
n | * which are here pre ; which are to 
) © this rpoſe. DUH 1 u 11 
; eln che firſt Cehmm of our Church Calen. 
Aar, we are to ſeek the Collen Number for 
the preſent Tear, (ſo called becauſe it was 
d'f| Wont to be written in ſuch Calendars, in 
„Feu Letters, or perhaps Letters F Gold 
e | * ſometimes; ) called alſo the Prime ( as de- 
ef ©noting, on what Day of each Mouth, the 
*,| © New Moon, or Luna Prima, is Reputed 
to. happen ;) and thence reckoning for- 
ward till we come to the Lana Decima 
Quinta, or the Frfteenth day of ſuch Lunar 
© Month, this is the Putative Full. bon. 
Thus, in the preſent Caſe, the'Go/der 
© Number for the Tear 1684, is 13, which 
te find at x£March 1175, which is there- 
© fore the Putative New. Moon, whoſe Full. 
| Aoan, or Fifteenth day, is March 25th, 
is} <And this being the firf Full Moon after 
dj March 21ſt, (the Putative Equinox) is the + 
"044 | E 2 « Paf.. 
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©* Paſchal Full. Moon; and the Sunday next 
* following, at Mare oth, is Zaſter. day. 


| VII. 

- But « even theſe Golden Numbers are not 
always ſo carefully written, but that we 
© have need to recur to the Rules de Com. 
puto, to rectify what Miſtake may happen. 

As for, Inſtance, at Jan. 1/t we have 
* (for the Golden Number) 2: As intimating 
© that, 3 in ſuch Tear whoſe Golden Number 
© 13 2, the Neu- Moon is reputed to happen 
cat Jan. 1ſt. but we have the ſame alſo at 
Jan. L2th, as if then alſo it were New- 
© «Moon, , the, ſame Tear: Yet we cannot 
. thin that our Church Intended to make 
on;h_of Eleven days; and therefore 
& may; pre ſume that One of theſe Numbers 
© is i- wratten, 

0 And e like happens at Jan. 35 and Jan. 

14: at both which Places, we have 10 for 
the Golden, Number. As if, when the 
. Golden Number is ſo, it were Neu. Moor 
+ at bath thoſe Days; and therefore we may 
« preſume that One of them is miſ. written. 

And if we have recourſe to the Ancient 
© Rules for placing the Golden Number, we 
fall find, that, Rt 1/4; and Jan. 3. in- 
©{tead of 2 and 107 ſhould have been writ- 
ten 3 and Lt; ne of o 
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eln like Manner we fhall find, that 13 
is Miſeuritten for 14, at Jan. 30; and 2 
* for 11, at May 1. NN 


And all theſe happening in the Firft , 


© Edition (and all or moſt of them continued 
ever ſince) makes me think it is ſo in the 
* Original Record. And in later Editions T 
find many others, which I take to be but 
* the Printer's Mi flabes: Beſide many other 
* miſkakes in miſ-placing (as tllexet ate in 
* miſ-writing) the Goldeu Numbers. 

VIII. Þ 
But when we Aſent and Conſent to all and 
© every Thing therein contained, the Words I 


« preſume are not ſo ſtrictiy tu he under Food, 


+ as if we Conſenzed to theſe: 246; orrtings : 
© We Afent to the Whole of the Book, and 
© according to the true Iutent and Man. 
thereof; that is, according to: what, ban 
Have been, and was Intended to be uritten; 
not to the Clerk's miſ-writings, \ 
I forbear to Inſtance in divers others, 
f which ſtand in need of the ſame Salvo, and 
* which made me premiſe that Caution, of 
© Under/tanding the Law according to the True 
* {ntenamyent of. it Notwithſtanding 2 


* Miftake in Mriting, which tho! perhaps 


we may not take upon us the Boldneſs to 
* Amend, yet is ſo to be Under/tood, as if it 
* were ſo Ame naa, as was indeed Intended. 

| | As 
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3 As Apes contertning 
: * * Av particularly, The Table of Moveable 
< Feats. doth expreſsly order the Frr/ft 
4 Lent, meaning thereby Ab Heancſday, 
che Tear 1088, to be kept on Tharſday 
Adunci 1/8; {inſtead of Feane/day, Feb. 29. x 
Vet Your Lordſhip will not think it reaſon- 
* able that b. Medueſday be kept on a Thus /- 
A,, but rather (as was Iuſęrard“, and 
*ſhoutd have been Tarpon on er 


Feb. a, 4 


C. Sir, I = haps our 3 1 
fear, by reading ſo sche this dong Letter 
— Von ' eſpoctathy \ fInve it oer not 

zhout Dir 887 "and Immediulely con. 
— 9 45 we are upbn; and cle se drt 
I wilt ny it by, ſince what is unread” te- 
Intes ohiefly to the Rite for finding | after, 
which You" are plezyd t6, "tell — Thaye 
ſatisfyd You in. 

D. No, Pray Sir, rend Nur. | 07.308 

FC. The Doctor then goes bn thus : But 
1 retürn 76 the ' Rale for Eafler, whete, 
Fto what Was before cited, we have this 
added, nd if the Full. u buppens 1 a 
C Sunday ;, Eafter-Day is the Sunday after, 
* which fixeth the Word: Yrer; in the for- 
mer Clauſe, to its Proper Senſe, fo as 
* not to be Underltood barely for oh or 
C. e SLES ( | 


: 8 


* 


St, Matthias D. 


Now put we the Caſe, that the Putatur 

; ' Paſchal Fal Aden, fall as ſoch as poſſibhy 

it may, This q not be ſooner than Marth 
22 (for it muſt be after March 25) 
The Sunday after this Full. Moon can d be 
© ſooner than «March. 234, and therefore 
*ſooner than it Zaffer (by this Rule) 
© cannot happen: For if ſuch: Full. Moors 
© on. March the. 224 happen to be Sunday ; 
© Eafter-Day is not to be that Sunday, og 
the Sunday following. 

Net, the Table of Monteble Feats tell 
© us, that for the Year 1668,  Eafter-Day' is 
Con March add, (And Your Lordſhip. my 
* remember; that it was fo Kepz, ) and the 
Table to find: after fer ever tells us, that 
©1t muſt-a/wey3 be ſo Kept, when the Golden 
* Nuniber-15: 26, andthe Dominica Letter 
DN in all which Cafes the Taeblcs place 
* Eafter, on March 228, dut the Kalt on 
* March 2916. 

And the like hapbem in many hee 


* Caſes,, where the Rule aſſigus one. Day, 


and the Table anather : Let are we not 0 
* think, that the Church Iatenar, that Dy 
* inch Cafes we ſhould keep Two Eaters. * 
This Antiinomy cannot be reconciled, 
without Admitting a „either ur 
the Kue, or in the — we muſt thert- 
© fore enquire from other Circumſtances, 


© whe- 


40 An Appendix concerning 
whether of the Tuo the Law doth Prinei-. 
© pally Intend, (that of the Rule, or that of 
©the 7. oY and as to the eaning (tho' we 
may not alter the Words) Amend (or at 
0 leaſt Expound) the One by the Other. 

© Now ſure it is, that the Tables are the 
© ſameas in former Ages, and as the Church 
© hath always praQtic'd at Home and Abroad, 
c ever fince the fixing of the Paſchal Tables 
© by Dionꝝſius Exiguus, ſave the Roman 
© Church, which herein we do not follow 
« [484:c4] hath, about a Huuared Nears ſince, 
introduced the Gregorian Account: But the 
Rule is new, and contrary to the Churches 
© PradZice; nor is there any Intimation, 
© that they did wittingly Zzrendeto Change 
©the Ancient Practice For if fo, They 
© would not have continued the Fonted 
© Tables, which Contrad;f the Rule; but 
© did rather Intena, (tho' therein there 


©happen'd to be a miffake) to explain the 


© Tables by theſe Rules. Iv. 
And therefore, upon the Whole, I ra- 
ether think it to be the Intent of our 
© Charch, that the Tables ſhould be followed, 
e and not the Rule ; and the Rule to be Un- 
© der Rood, as if it had been thus Penned; 
© But if the Full-Moon happen on a 8 _ 
© Ea ler- Day is that Sunday, not the Sunday 
After. And then, both the Ra/e, and 


Tables 


«St. Matthias Do. 44 
les do agree with the Churches Conſtant 
cfact'ice. X it ben 


„The like Pragice of the Church muſt 
help us alſo in another Caſe; where we 
tare told, that 585 


Rogation- Sunday) ( Five Weeks Y © 
Aſcenſion-Day (. Fourty Days (after 
i bit. Sunday (s )Seven WeeksC Eafter: 
Trinity. Sunday) ( Eight Weeks ) 


Where After Zaſter, which is Indiffe- 
* rently Applied at once, to all of them; 
* mult, as to Rogation-Sunday, HW hit. Sunday, 
and Trinity. Sunday, needs be Underſtood 
*as Excluſtve of Far, Bey ; and it we had 
*no Light from elſewhere, ſhould. reaſon- 
* ably be therefore underſtood of Aſcenſion- 
Day: But, becauſe. the Church. hath: al- 
ways kept this Feaſt on 7 hurſday, not on 
Friday, and we have no. /ufficient Intima- 
lion, chat they did now Intend to Alter 
© the Monted Practice; We mult ſay, that 
* After Eafter, as to Aſcen/ion-Day, is to 
be Underſtood as TJucluſive, but as to the 
*Reſt, as Excluſiue of Eafer-Day : And 
© therefore we continue to keep Aſcenſion- 
o | 7 not Aſcenſion Friday. 
© The like We are to ſay as to the Four ty- 
* Days of Lent, of which we are told, that 
WT r 4b. 
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42 An Appendix concerning 
* AfſÞ-Wedweſday is the Firft + But we are t 


a told which is the Laff: which, reckonii. 
© forward from Aſh-Weaneſday, would fall 
upon Palhni-Sunday , (the Sunday be fore 
©Z4/ter:) But the conſtant Practice of the 
* ChurchdireQs us to continue it till Eater. 
© Eve : And (for preſerving the Number e 
Fourty] to abate out of that Number, 
© So much Reaſon there is to make uſe of 
© the Churches conflant Practice for Ex. 
* pounaimg, what, in the Words of the Law, 
© may ſeem obſcure inMatters of greater Con 
© ſequence, than that of St. Matthias Day 
And at the Bottom of the Table of Mov 
© able Feafts, we have this Remark inelu. 
<ded within the Lines of that Table, as 
spart thereof, and a Direction how that 
© Table is to be UnderFood, viz. Note, T ha 
© the — T of the Tear of our Lord in 
* the Conch of England beginneth the Hiue 
and Tawentieth Day of March: But if we 
were to follow this Direction, without 
further Light from Practice, it would pro 
duce a Strange Confufion : For then Eaſter 
© Day, for the Year 1668, (on March 224 
* muſt have been kept the Near follouing 
© that which is /#/euded : And on a Monaay 
(not a Sunday ) twenty Days befare 1h 
* Eafter of 1669 (which is Aſſigned on April 
71ſt), And all the «Moveable Feaſts of oy 
whol: 
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St. Matthias Day. 43 - 

© whole Table which precede March 25. are J 
Aſffigned to the Wrong Tear. But it is ] 
lil (from Pratfice) very manifeſt, that as s 
rel © well z7his Table, as that which followetb (to | 
ll © find Eafter for ever) do not begin the Year, 
. © as the Note directs, at March 25, but Jan. 1. 
0 All which being duly confidered ( beſide 
„ * what elſe of like Nature might be added:) 
fl *I ſubmit it to Your Loraſbips Prudence, 
. * whether we are not, as to St. Matthias 
Day, to be guided by the Unanimous 
nll Practice of the whole Fefern Church (in 
x * paſt and preſent Ages) as well as in thoſe 
other Matters of greater Moment, which a 
. *as much ſeem to want 4 Rabrick, (as this | 
F doth) if Practice, and the Rules generally 


ath © Recerv'd, be not a ſufficient Guide therein: 1 

And ſubſcribe my ſelf, 

2 | | [ 
Tour Loraſhips very bumble Servant, 

7e ORE LET 2 ' 

at _ JOHN WALLIS. 

0 | , 

4 D. Neighbour, You have mightily oblig'd 

me, by Reading to me this Eæcellent Piece. 

here is ſtill behind a little Poffſeript, 

containing the Rale for Keeping & Matthias's 

4 Day in Leap Tear, taken from the Cele- 

i= trated Viuaicator of the Gregorian Stile, 

1 Chriſtopher Clavius. / | 

. Pray, Sir, then read it. d. 
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42 An Appendix concerning 
* 4ſ0-w r 1 1s the Ny: But we are t 
Ny which is the Loft: Dick. reckonii. 
© forward from Aſh-Weaneſaay, would fall 
© upon Palni-Sunday , (the Sunday be fore 
*Eafter:) But the conſtant Practice of the 
* ChurchdireQs us to continue it till Zafer. 
© Eve : And (for A the Number o 
Hourty) to abate out of that Number. 
80 much Reaſon there is to make uſe of 
* the Churches conftant Practice for Ex. 
© pounding, what, in the Words of the Law, 
c may ſeem obſcure inMatters of greaterCon. 
© ſequence, than that of St. Matthias Day 
* And at the Bottom of the T ab/e of Mov 
© able Feats, we have this Remark inclu- 
<ded within the Lines of that Table, as a 
part thereof, and a Direction how that 
Fable is to be Unaer food, viz. Note, Tha 
© the Supputatian of the Tear of our Lord in 
t the Church of England beginneth the Fi 
and Twentieth Day of March : But if we 
$ were to follow 75 Sebi, without 
further Light from Practice, it would pro 
* duce a Strange Confufion : For then Eaſter 
© Day, for the Year 1668, (on March 22d 
* muſt have been kept the Year following 
© that which is Inteudtd: And on a Monda 
(not a Sunday ) twenty Days befare 1h 


* Eafter of 1669 (which is Aſſigned on April 
*1ſ). And all the Moveable Feaſts of 10 
* - 
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St. Matthias's Day. 43 
© whole Table which precede March 25. are 
© Aſſigned to the Wrong Near. But it is 
(from Practice) very manifeſt, that as 
© well this Table, as that which followetb (to 
© find Eaſter for ever) do not begin the Year, 
Cas the Note diretts, at March 25, but Jan. 1. 

All which being duly confidered ( beſide 
vF what elſe of like Nature might be added:) 
J ſubmit it to Your Loraſbips Prudence, 
whether we are not, as to St. Aſatthias- 
Day, to be guided by the Unanimous 
© Practice of the whoſe Feftern Church ( in 
© paſt and preſent Ages) as well as in thoſe 
fother Matters of greater Moment, which 
© as much ſeem to want 4 Rubrick, (as this 
F doth) if Practice, and the Rules generally 
© Recerv'd, be not a ſufficient Guide therein: 
And ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


Tour Lorefhips very humble Servant, 
JOHN WALLIS. 


D. Neighbour, You have mightily oblig d 
me, by Reading to me this Excellent Piece. 
C There is ſtill behind a little PoHAcript, 
containing the Rale for Keeping & Matthias s 
Day in Leap-Tear, taken from the Cele- 
trated Viuaicator of the Gregorian Stile, 
Chriſtopher Clavius. ? 
D. Pray, Sir, then read it. C. 
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44 An Appendix concerning 
C. Clavins, Calendar. Reman. Sub Menſe Feb. 

In Anno Hiſſextili Februarins eſt dierum 
29, & Feſtum Sancti Mathiæ celebratur 
25 February, & bis dicitur Sexo Calenaas, 
& Litera Dominicalis quæ aſſumpta fuerat 
in Menſe Januario mutatur in Præcedentem; 
Ut ſi in Zanuario Litera Dominicalis fuerit 
© 4, mutatur in Præcedentem quæ eſt &, &c. 
Which Paſſage Engliſh'd is as follows : 
In Leap. Tear February has 29 Days, and 
the Feaſt of St. Matthias is kept on Feb. 
25, and the Sith of the Calend; is twice 
© nam'd; and the Dominical Letter, which 
© was, us d for January, is chang'd into that 
© which goes before: As for Inſtance, if in 
January the Dominica Letter was A, it is 
© chang d into that which goes before, which 
js G, &c. After this the Dr. ſays: © The 
like Note, I think, is in the Roman Bre- 
viary, and other like Books. 

D. I heartily thank You for this extra- 
ordinary Favour, and the Satisfaction You 
have given me. 

C. I am glad of it, I aſſure You, and 
ſhall at any Time be very ready to give You 
what Satisfaction I can, as to any other 
Scruple You ſhall propoſe to me. 

D. I ſhall make bold to wait upon You 
then another Time. Sit, I am your Very 
Humble Servant. WT ARE PN 
F Leu 
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True Time of Keeping 


St. Matthias s Day 


N 
LEAP-TE ARCS, 


Further ſhewn 


In a ſecond familiar Conference be- 1 
tween a Church Man and a Diſſenter. a 


Wherein is inſerted 


Arch-Biſhop Sancroft's Order con- 
cerning the Time of Keeping the 


ſame, A. D. 1684. with a Vindi- 
cation thereof. 


To which is added, an 
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Containing Collections out of Brevia- | | 


| ries, Miſſals, and other Books on this 
Subject. | 


London: Printed and ſold by 7. Downing in 

Bartholomew-Cloſe, J. Rnapton, J. What, R. 
Knaplock, J. Bonwick, W. Carter, H. Clements, 
and J. Holand in St Paul's Church-Yard, and | 
| J. Bowyer and T. Baker in Ludgate-Streer. | 
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1 Price Three Pence. 


„„ An edis comverning. 


25, and the Sixth of the Calen 


was us d for January, ig e 

© which goes before ; As for Inſtance, if in 

C January the Dominical Letter was A, it is 
d 


C. Clavins, Calendar, 


avins far. Raman. Sub Men Feb 
In Anno Hiſſeætili Februarius eſt dierum 
429, & Feſtum Sancti Matbiæ celebratur 


* 25 Februarij, & bis dicitur Sexto Calendas, 


& Litera Pominicalis quz aſſumpta fuerat 
in Menſe Januario mutatur in Præcedentem; 
« Ut ſi in Zanuario Litera Dominicalis fuerit 


A, mutatur in Præcedentem quæ eſt &, &c. 
Which Paſſage Engliſh d is as follows: 
In Leap. Tear February has 29 Days, and 


* 


A 


©the Feaſt of St. eMatthzas is opt on Feb. 
s 


d,the Sixt of 15 is twice 
*nam'd; and the e which 
ang d into that 


chang d into that which goes before, which 


is G, &c. After this the Dr. ſays: The 


© like Note, I think, is in the Roman Fre- 
© viary, and other like Books. 

D.1 heartily thank You for this extra- 
ordinary Favour, and the Satisfaction You 


have given me. 


C. I am glad of it, I aſſure You, and 


ſhall at any Time be verj ready to give You 
what Satisfaction I can, as to any other 


Scruple Lou ſhall propole to me. 


D. 1 ſhall make bold to wait upon You 
then auother Time. Sip, I. am your Very 
Humble Servant. LS ns; TW 
| 8 JA 89 

Wa 7 97 
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True Time of Keeping 


St. Matthias 5s Day 
pp 
LEAP-TEARS, 


Further ſhewn 


In a ſecond familiar Conference be- 
tween a Church Man and a Diſſenter. 


| Wherein is inſerted | 
Arch-Biſhop Sancroft's Order con- 
cerning the Time of Keeping the 
ſame, A. D. 1684. with a Vindi- 
cation thereof. 


To which is added, an 
4A Pr R N D 1 


Containing Collections out of Brevia- 


ries, Miſſals, and other Books on this 
Subject. 


—_— 


London: Printed and ſold by J. Downing in 
Bartholomew-Cloſe, J. Knapron, J. Wyat, R. 
Knaplock, J. Bonwick, V. Carter, H. Clements, 
and J. Holland in St Paul's Church-Yard, and 
J. Bowyer and T. Baker in Ludgate-Streer. 
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The PREFACE. 
Ince, at the Reque#t of a particular Friend, 
Y 1 permitted the Appendix to the Rule for 
finding EASTER in the Book of Com- 
mon. Paper explain'd and vindicated, ro 
ſee the Light before the Tract itſelſ, and ſince, 
] am 4 more ſerious and careful obſer- 
ving of the Calendar of the preſent Book 
of Tommon-Pꝛaper (whech, contrary to 
the Uſage of this Church, before the laſt Re- 
viſion thereof in 1661, has made the 29th of 
February the Intercalary Day, by appointi 
| Leſſons for it a on other Days,) perfettly con- 
vinced that we are oblig d by the Act of Uni- 
formity, (which has eſtabliſh'd the ſaid Calen- 
dar in the preſent Liturgy,) agrecably to A. 
Bp. Sancroft's Order, to keep it on the 24th, 
as well in Common Years as in Leap- Years: 
have ſuffer'd this ſecond Appendix on the 
ſame Subject to come ont alſo before the Tract 
:rſelf. 

* no other Aim now in publiſhing theſe 
Collections than I firſt bad in making them, viz. 
The preventing the like Confuſion the next 
Year, 4s happen d in the Lear 1708, when ſome 
of the Clergy relying «pox the Authority of the 
Oxford Almanack, kept it on the 25th ; and o- 
thers following the Calendar, kept iron the 24th. 

1 hope 1 ſhall not be cenſur'd for changing 
my-Opinion ſo ſoon, ſince I have therein ated 

f in 


The PREFACE. 
in Conformity to the Rules of Honeſty and Sin- 
cerity ; and have made all the haſt I could to 
undeceive, 7 this ſecond Appendix, /uch as 
might probably have been influenc'd by the Au- 
thorities produc d in my Firſ. 

Among other Reaſons which have retarded 
the Publication of this Appendix, one was the 
hope of getting A. By. Sancrokt' larger Or- 
der concerning St. Matthias: Day, which ſome 
Friends have told me they have formerly ſeen 
hanging up in Churches; but I have not been 

et able to procure it, and am inclin d to think, 
that that larger Order was no other than The 
Order of K. Charles II. in Council concern- 
ing the fix'd Times, which he had thought 
fic to appoint for Touching thoſe who had 
the King's Evil, becauſe one of theſe Orders 
which has been communicated to me has this 
Title, Additionals to be affix'd to His Ma- 
jeſties Order in Courcil, &c. | 

N. B. I have ſince ſeen one of theſe Orders, with 
the Title of Additionals, &c. at the Bottom of the 
Order of K. Charles II. &c. hanging up in the Pa- 
riſb- Church of St. Bartholomew the Le s London. 

I bumbly ſubmit what I have here offer'd to 
the Wiſdom of my Superiours and leave it to their 
Conſideration, whether the Preventing ſuch 4 


Þifformity in the keeping this Feſtval, the 


next Leap-Year 4 happen d the laſt, may 


not deſerve ſome Public Order and Direction 


to the Almanack Makers, 4 well concerning 
the placing the Feaſt of St. Matthias as the 


Iatercalary Day. June 11, 1711. 8 
THE 


£ 
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| True Time of Keeping 


8 Matthiass Daß. 
In Leap-Tears, 


Further ſhewn in a ſecond familiar Confes 
rence enen Nele ten and a Oiſſenter. 

D. 

86 have met with you; I baye 

ſomething to ſhew you on the 


, Subject of our laſt Conference, if you ire 
e | alt Leiſure. | -; 


- C. Yes, Sir, with all my Heart; 275 
What is t: dark 


„ D. It is the late Arch-Biſhop Sancroft's 


Order concerning the Keeping St. Maxthias's 
10 Day: in tbe Year 1684. 


C. Pray, Sir, be -pleas'd to ſtep to my 
7 | Houſe, and oblige me with a Sight of it. 


Dr Sir, I will follow ou. 
4 Wolke 19 a "Rn SW c. Non, 


/ 


F Eighbour, 1 am mighty glad I 


J.-J. me. 2-5 


2 The True Time of Kyepimg 
1 II. 

C. No, Sir, let me hear what the 3 
B iſhop aye on this Subject, becauſe it will 
be of Weight with me, ſince he was skilld 
in this ſort of Learning, and (as we are 
told) (1) was principally concern d in pre- 
par A the Kalendar, at the laſt Reviſal of 
the Boot of Common- Prayer in 16 61. 

D. It is as follows: 

. All Parſons, Vicars, aud C rated, are here- 


by requir d to take notice. That the Feat of 


St. Matthias 16 to be celebrated (not upon the 
25th of February,-as the common Almanacks 
bolaly and erroneouſly ſet it;) but upon the 
21 of February for - ever, whether it be 
Leap Tear or not, as the Kalendar in the 
Liturgie, confirm d by the Act of 8 


appomts and enjoyns- - 
Givenat.Lambeh Houſe. Febr. 5. A. B.. 1683. 
22 W. Cant. 


No what have you to ſay to this? You 
ſee the good Arch Biſhop ſays expreſly, 
Thar the Kalendar in the Liturgie, confirm'd 


'Matthias's Day eo be kept for ever, he. 
Men lit be Laap- Leun or noc; on Febr. 24. 
C. I muſt indeed edmels, that upon con- 
n _ Teer Gn, ſince our laſt 
| ee 

— — — 3 — 


* dee Nr. 1 * Palton's Life ;of Biſhop San- 
derſen, meet l. 


by; the Act of Uniformity, appoints and enjoyns | 


Gs Lo At. em. irs town it. A oA. 


1 ²˙ ˙ m © ao 


t. Matthias Day. 
C 


vo may am of Opinion that we are 
obliged, by virtue of the Al of Uniſormity, 
—— has eſtabliſh'd our preſent Boot of 
Common- Prayer, to keep the Feaſt of Si. 
Matthias, as the Arch-Biſhop ſays, on Fe- 
bruary 24th, as well in Leap- Tears, as in 
Common Tears: tho? I muſt freely own to 
you, that therein we act contrary to oh 
tient Uſage. 

D. Pray, What greater Light have you 
receiv d, ſince our laſt Conference, that 
you bave ſo chang'd * Opinion as to 
this Point? 

C. The Changing my Opinion, 25 to this 
point, is owing to a careful Obſerving'of 
the K alendar, i in the preſent Common · Prayer 
Book, which is eſtabliſh'd\by the A of 
Uniformity, and comparing it with the Z4;- 
tions of it before its Revi/al in 1661 

D. Why, Pray where lies the Diffe- 
rence ?- 

C. It lies in this, that in all the Editions 
of it ſince 1661, the 29th Day of February 


1s mention'd, and Leſſons appointed to be 


read, on that as well as on other Days; and 
for February 24th, which in Common Tears, 
Is jodifemcably St. | Marthias' Day, there 
are no Fir Leſſons appointed there, but 
they are to be taken from amony! 


— Afi 


4 he True Time of Kyeping 
ry.25th, there are Leſſons appointed as for 
other Days; whereas, in all the Editions of 
the Common- Prayer- Books before, its Reviſal 
in 1661, there were only 28 Days in Fe- 
bruary, and as I before recited to you, from 
Dr. Nichols excellent Comment on the Book 
of Common-Prayer ;, (1) there was this Ru- 
brick put into the Book of Common-Prayer, 
which was compiled in the F:r# Tear of the 
Reign of King Edward VI. A. D. 1549, and 
kept in after it was revis'd in 1552, that 
People might have a Direction how to per- 
form Divine Worſhip in the Month of 
February, in Leap-Years, when that Month 


| had a Day more than it uſually had in 


Common Tears. 
D. Well, What ſays this Rubrick? © 
C. It is in theſe Words: This is alſo to be 
© noted concerning Leap-Year, that the 25th of 
© February, which, in Leap-Year is counted 
© for two Days, alter neither Pſalm nor Leſſon, 
© bus the ſame Pſalms and Leſſons, which be 
© ſaid the firt Day, (ball alſo ſerve for the 
© ſecond: But, when upon the Acceſſion of 
Queen Elixabeth to the Crown, the Book of 
Common- Prayer came to be revisd, another 
Rabrick was ſubſtituted in the room of this, 
| . ir ee e Which 
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6) See The True Time of Keeping St, Matthias, 
Day in Leap Years, ſhewn in a Conference between 


ms 0 23 
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St. Matthias?s Day. * 5 


' which was continued in the ſeveral Editions 


of the Common-Prayer, till it, was expunged 
in 1661. | Mos 
D. Pray, Sir, be ſo kind as to read it. 
C. It is this: When the Tears of our Lord 
© may be divided into four even Parts, which is 
© every Fourth Year, then the Sunday Letter 
© leapeth, and that Tear 4 Pſalms and Leſſons, 
© which ſerve for the 23 Day of February, ſhall 
© be read again the Day following, eæcept it be 
* Sunday, which hath proper Leſſons of thei Old 
* Teſtament, appointed in the Table ſerving to 
© that Purpoſe: | 
D. But pray how comes it to paſs that 
there is ſo great a difference between theſe 
two Rubricks ? | 
C. I will tell you: The Revi/ers of the 
Book of Common- Prayer, at the beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, finding that a Mi- 
ftake was committed in the Rubrick of King 
Edward's Books, viz. By placing the Interca- 
lary Day wrong, (as Dr. Nichols juſtly ob- 
ſerves in the Note I read to you at our 
laſt Conference out of his excellent Com- 
ment on the Book of Common- Prayer, (I) viz. 
between the 24th and 25th of February, theres 
by making two 25th Days of that Month in 
Leap-Years. I ſay the Reviſers of the Com- 
mon- 
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* 


( 1) See The True Time of Keeping St, Matthias's 
Day in Leap-Years, Cc. p. 5. 
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6 The True Time of Keeping 
mon- Prayer, at the beginning of Queen El- 
zabeth's Reign, obſerving this Miſtake in III 
the Rubrick of K. Edward's Books, corrected || th 
it in that, which, as I ſaid before, continu- } VU 
ed therein till the Year 1661, by placing, 
as Dr. Nichols ſays, * The Intercalary Day not is 
© as by K. Edward's Books, between the 24th | V 
© and 25ththereby making two 25ths; but after || or 
© the 234, and veforethe 25th, making two 24th || its 
© Days, a; the old Romans ,d to do; ſo that 
© (as the Dr. adds) this Rubrick gives us to un- 
© derſtand which of theſe two 24ths, St. Mat- 
© thias's Day is to be obſerv'd upon; ſor if the 
© Leſſons of the 23d were to be read upon the 
© firft 24th Day in Leap- Tear, then that Day 
© could not be St. Matthias's; for the fir t Leſſon 
c appointed for St. Matthias's was Wiſdom 
© X1X. But the fir t Leſſon for the 234 of Febr. 
© was Deut. II. Therefore, (as the Dr. goes 
© on) tis plain, that according to the old Com- 
© m0n-Prayer-Book , St. Matthias muſt not 
© be celebrated upon the Intercalary Day, or the 
© firit 24th, but upon the Day after the Inter- 
© calary, that is, the ſecond 24th, or what 
© we commonly call the 25th. 1 8 2 
D. Well, but it ſeems you are now of | 
| another Opinion than Dr. Nichols and Dr. 10 
Wallis, notwithſtanding the great Characters | He 
you have given them. 60 
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ie I am fo, tis true, and for the Reaſons 
I have given you ; tho , nevertheleſs, I ſtill 
think that we at herein contrary to Antient 


Uſage. 
| . Pray, How came this to paſs ? Why 


is ſuch a ſtrange Deviation from Antient 
ſuffer d in your Church, which yon 
on all Occaſions, boaſt to be ſo Primitive in 
its Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline? 
C. I cannot think that this happen'd thro? 
Inadpertency, às Dr. Wallis has ſy geſted, 
(t) bat rather Deſignedly, in cond cention 
to Vulgar Capacities. 
D. What Reaſon have you for thinking ſo? 
C. My Reafon is, becauſe thoſe that had 
the Reviſing of the Kalendar committed to 
them at that Time, were very well skill'd 
„5 this fort of Learning, (2) and conſe- 


eue 
—d — 4 


10 See wy FP before his Letter 3s 
Tel, in the True Time Ag keeping St. Marthias' 5 

Da) * Leap-ears, &c. p. 9 
N 5. Mr. Iſaac Walton iti his Life of Biſhop 
215 J. 5. fays that 4. B. Sancroft was prin- 
y concern'd in Reviſmg the Calendar, and his 
owledge in this ſort of Learning, is too evident 
infiſted on; The other was Dr. Pell, who has 
SY mos ſhewn to the World his skill in Mathema- 
6 cal and Calendar Learning, by his Idea of Mathematics, 
cont atuing an Account of Geometry, Algebra, Ariihme- 
55 and Logarithmotechuy in the Philgfop hical 
ions, No, '5 P. 22 J and the 22 there- 
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8 The True Time'of Kyeping 
quently: were very well appriz'd of this 
Deviation at that Time, _ „ 8 
D. I know not how well they were 
skill'd in this ſort of Learning, but I am 
{ure there are many Miſtakes in the Kalen- 
& 6 | : dar, 


—_— 


of againft the Exceptions of Mercennus, ibid. p. 
137. See Mr. Lowthorp's Abridgment of the Philo 
5570 Tranſa#ions, Vol. I. P-. I. e.] and the Intro- 
Action to Algebra, Tranſlated out of High Dutch to 
Engliſh, by Tho. Branker, M. A. much alter d and 
amended by him, with the Addition of, 4 Table of 
ſuch odd Numbers as are l:fſs than One Hundred Thou- 
ſand, ſhewing thoſe that are incompos'd, and reſolving 
the'reft into their Factor or Coefficient. [See Lowthorp's 
Abridgment of the Philoſoph. Tranſact. Vol. 1. p. 1 17. 
No. 12. ] but eſpecially by that ingenious Tra& of 
his entitled, Eaſter not miſtim d; A Letter written out 
of the Country to a Friend in London, concerning Eaſter 
Day, 4to. 1664, when the Rule was firſt accus d of 
being Falſe. As to Dr. Pel''s concern in Reviſing the 
Calendar in 1661, take this following Paſſage out 
of the Regiſter of the Convocation then aſſembled, pub- 
liſh'd in Synodus Anglicana, p. 89. Seſſio XXV II. 
Die Jovis, 5. die Menſis Decembris inter Horas 8 & ro 
ante Meridiem ejus diei, &c. Magiſter Pell introduxit 
Calendarium Libro publicarum Precum annectendum, 
&. wi Inſpectionem ejuſdem diffus Reverendus Pater 
Prefidens antedictus de & cum Conſenſu Confratrum 
ſuorum retulit, & NN Examinationem & Revi= 
| 21ſcopo Carliolen. For 

a further" Proof of 4. B. Sancroft's and Dr. Pell's 
Knowledge in the Calendar Learning, it may be 
obſerv'd, that they Were both Chaplains at that 
Time to the Learned Pr. Coſn, Bp. of Durham, 
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St. Matthias“ Day. 9 
der, and eſpecially in the placing the G- 
den Numbers, of which Dr. Wallis, in his 
Letter to Bp. Fell, has given ſeveral re- 
markable Inſtances. (1) -  *' 
C. I grant there are ſo; but yet this does 
not prove that the Reviſers of the Calendar 
were not skill'd in this ſort of Learning; 
becauſe the Miſtakes that are there, are pro- * 
bably moſt of chem the Printers Miſtakes, | 
| | whohavyeextremely deviated fromtheOz7zi- 
al Copy of the Book of Common: Prayer in the 
| late Editions of it, as I cou'd ſhew you by a- 
- | Þundanceof Inſtances 3 and even Dr. Wallis 
8 18 | | - owns 


G whoſe Skill in this Way muſt be granted by any 
one that looks into his Devotions, and more eſpe- 
£ || cially his Learned Tra# on the Liturgy, which 
os | Dr. Nichols has lately JIN, at the end of 
t | his Comment on the Book of Common-Prayer ; from 
his aſſiſting as he did, not only in this Convocati- 
I. | on; but even at the Sawoy Conference, and Mr. Bar- 
o | zer has given a ſuſficient Commendation of him 
i | on this Account, {See Baxrer's Life, fol. p3Gand 
», Calamy s Abridgment of it, p.iyi] It muſt be confi. 
„ | der'd further, that the Tablet and Rules for Moven- 
„ Vile and Immoveable- Feafts, together with the Days of 
7 Faſting and Abſtinence thro' the whole Year, were 
or inſerted into the Lirurgy then from his Deworions, 
As to the Bp. F Carliſſe, Dr. Stern, afterwards A. 
be | B. of Tork, his Skill this Way, I cannot as yet give 
at any particular proof, 

Wy (1) See The True Time of Keeping St. Matthias's 
fo | Pay in Leap-Years, Cc. p. 36. 
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10 The True Time of Keeping | 
owns as much; and as to the Miſtakes, that 
are in the Original Copy; they are not of 
any great Moment, fo that we may truly. 
fay of our preſent Book of Common- Prayer, as 
the Preface- of it ſays. of the former one, 
before the Reviſal thereof, viz. © That it does 
* not contain in it any, thing contrary4t0 the N ord 
* of God, br to ſound Doc ine, or which a Godly 
Man may not with a,yood Conſcience ſubmis 
* wrto, ar which is not fairly defenſible againit || 
< any that ſhall oppoſe the ſame, if it Rat be | 
* allow'd ſuch juſt and favourable Conſtruttion, 


- 
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£ 45 in common Equity ought to be allow d to all | 
© dnmane Writings, | | | 
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1 Have rather choſe to give the: pou 


Teſtimonies here altog ether, ran to mei 
tion them in the Conference: | 
1. Micrologus, an antient Writer of 
Church-Affairs in the Xl. Century, in his 
Treatiſe de Eccleſiaſticis Objervationibus, c. 


47. in the Magna Bibliothecd Patrum vete- 


rum, fol. Paris 1654. Tom. X. p. 1 59. has 
this Paſſage: In Biſſextili Anno Natiuitatem 


S. Mattia Apoſtol, columns in il; die, 2 


Vigiliam ej us proxime ſequi tur, non in altera 


que propter Bifſextum eo Anno in ceodem Ca- 
lendario iter ature 
This Rubrick ſeems to a appoinr St Matt hM 


to. be kept in Leap- Tar, on Febr. 24. port 0 
that of the 1 and 2 Book of Edward VI. tho! the 


Roman Church leem alway to aꝑpoint ĩt on the 25th. | 


2. Gulic/mus Durandus 10 his Aer 
Divinorum Offciorum cum Not- Johign 
Belethi, 4to. Venct. 1599. Lib. VIII. Cap.” 


ä having. i in Sect. 17. ſhewn the. nature of the 


Biſſextile, proceeds in Sect. 18. to ſhewihow 
it muſt be plac'd'in the Calendar. Nis words 
ate as follows: In qu loco Calendarij pons 
debeat illa Dies, his verſians contineturs. 


49 


Biſſextum Sexte Martis renuere Calende, | 
ot er Die Celebrantur. feſta Matbie- 
* » £5 2 711 Pa choc 


* 
# 


. [2] 

hoc eft dicere quod in illi Litera abi dicitur 
in Calendario 6 Calen. Martij debet poni Dies 
Biſſextilis, & tunc ſtamus ſive ſede mus duo- 
bus diebus ſuper illa litera, & feſtum Sanſti 
Mathæi L Mathiæ] quod deberet illà die cele- 
brari, celebratur tantum in ſequenti: ita tamen 
quod inter ipſum Fe ſtum & vigiliam nullum fit 
medium [extra de ver borum ſig ni. quæſivit, 
non intereſt tamen utrum ipſum feſtum inprima 
vel in ſecunda die prædict arum duarum celebre- 
tur, ſed Regionis in hoc conſuetudo ſervetur. 


This Durandus was a celebrated Eccleſiaſtical Writer 
in the XIII. Century, born at Puimoiſſon in the Dioceſe 


of Riex in Provence, and wrote ſeveral Learned 


Treatiſes in the Civil Law: | See Morery's Dif#fonary.] 

This Reference of Extra de Verborum Signi. 
| 8. denotes the Extrevagantes, which are 

me Additionals to Pope Clement the Fifths De- 
eretalt, publiſh'd in the Corpus Juris Canonici, 10 
We, becauſe not being digeſted into Order, 
they were not accounted part of the Canoes Law, 
tho they were permitted to be printed with it, 
and this is the rf Book in which I have met with 
 #beſe Verſes, which are very poſitive and expreſs 
as to the Time of Keeping St. Matthias's Day in 
Leap-Years; and I have found em frequently cited 
on this Subject as in the Preces Private: Sir George 
Whartons's Almanack. for the Year 1660. Mr. 
Booker's Tractatus Paſchalis: The Julian and Grego- 


rian Ye'r, or the difference betwixt the Old and New 


Stile, &c. 

3. In the Port forium ſeu Breviarium ad 
Dum Eccleſie Sarisburt enſis, &c. 2 Vol. 4to 
Lond. 1555. in the Calendar before oe 1 

| ol. 
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Vol. in which the Golden Numbers are 
plac'd in the ſame Order as in ours, and 
againſt f. VI. Cal. [which is Febr. 24.] Ma- 
thij Apoſtoli. is this Note: Si Biſſewtas fuerit, 
Quart Die a Cathedrd Santi Petri incluſive 
fiat Feſtum Sancti Mathia & F. Litera bis 
nume retur. 


It is plain, that by zhis Rule, (which Dr. Nichols 
ſays is laid down in all the old Miſals ſecundum Uſum 
Sarum, which were us d here in England before 
the Reformation.) St. Matthias's Day was appointed 
to be kept on Febr. 25th in Leap-Years,the Cathedra 
Sancti Petri being ſet in all the Calendars of the 
Miſſals, &c. that I have ſeen, againſt the 7711 Cal. 
and the Letter D (or the 224 Day) as it is parti- 
cularly in that which is at the end of the Kalen- 
dari um Gregorianum Perpetuum, publiſh'd by Order 
of Pope Gregory XIII. and printed at Paris in 1583. 
$8v0 wich the Priviledge of the ſaid Pope Gregory 
XIII. and Henry III. King of France. 


4. In a Calendar at the end of the Ralen- 


darium Gregorianum Perpetuum mention'd 


above, which has 6 Columns, viz. 1, of E- 


pacts, 2. Dominical Letters, 3. Kalenas, &c. 


4. Days of the Month, 5. Saints Names; at the 
bottom of February is this Rubrick in Red: 
In Anro Biſſextili Februarius eſt dierum 29 
& feſtum S. Matthiæ celebratur 2 5 Februarij, 
bis d.citur ſexto Kalendas, id eſt die 24 
die 25, & Litera Dominicalis que Aſſumpta 

85 uit 
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" [4] 
fuit in Menſe Januario, mutatur in Precer 
dentem que eſt. g. & cet. | 4 


The ſame Rubrick is in 4 Miſals, which I have 
ſeen Printed at Antwerpin 158, 163 1 and 1695. 4to. 
and 1657, 8vo and à Breviary in Fench à Pari, 
1668. 8 vo. and clearly ſhews Pepe Gregory's Senſe 
on this Point. | ar 


5. In the Preces Privorate, in Studioſum 
Gratian collectæ & Regia Authoritate approbate 
& quibuſdam in locis etiam auctæ, 1573. 160. 
when mention is made of an Jntercalated 
Day every 4th Tear, tis added, Qui dies ita 


inſerendus cit in Anno Biſſextili ut in fine Men ſis 


Feb. viz. 60 Cal. F. bis numeretur : Ona Ra- 
tiene ſingulis Annis Biſſextilibus Feb. uno die 
augetur: Et tum quidem prima ex duabus 
illius Anns Literis Dominicalibus ſervit uſque 
ad Diem 21 Feb, ſecunda vero inde uſq; ad 
Anni Finem. And ſoon after follow theſe 
„„ + 


Biff. xtum Sexte Martis tenuere Calendæ, 
Poſteriore Die celebrantur Feſta Mathis. 


This was publiſh'd at the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, for the Uſe of Young Students; and 
as an Improvement of the Orarium, publiſh'd in the 
Reign of K. Henry VII. | 


6. In a Primer or Office of the bleſſed Virgin. 


Mary in Latin and Engliſh, 120 Antwerp, 
1599. at the bottom of February is this 
Kubnck. Mbtn it is Leap- Tear February 
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5 ] 
bath 29 Days, and the Feaft of St. Matthias 
is celebrated the 25th Day, and. then the 
Dominical Letter, which began to be uſed 
in January, « changed into the Letter next 
going before; as in January the Domini- 
cal Letter were A, it s changed into the 
Letter next beſore, which is &; and at the lat- 
ter end, ae the Hymns there are theſe 
Words : The Ana [viz. Antiphona,] or An 
them? on the Feaſt of St. Matthias the Apoſtle, 
on the 24th or 2 5th of February, which 
plainly ſhews that In Leap- Tears it was to 
de kept on the 25th. 
le a * 4to Antwerp 1631. in 
ſome Rubricks before the Calendar relati 
to the Dominical Letter, after it is ſaid, bi; 
there be but one, it 1 4 Common Lear ; 
and Fl two, a Biſſextile : It is added, 2 
tunc ſuperior Litera Dominicam Diem 170 - 
dlet in e a principio Anni uſq ad 
Feſtum S. Mathie Apoſtols : 
4 be Feſto uſq, ad finem Anni. 


inferior autem 


out the Moveable, Feaſts, it is ſaid, Sive 
antiqua ſiue nova Tabula Paſchali ntemur, in- 
venienda ſunt omnia Feſta Mobilia in annis 7 
ſextilibus per Literam Dominicalem Fuſteriorem 
Jud nimirum currit poſt Feſtum S. Matthie A- 
poſtoli, ne ſcilicer ambigamus utra duarum lit- 


terarum pro hoc ant ills Feſto irdagandò artiy;- 
enda 


| And after- - 
N 8 ſpeaking of the Method of finding 
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enda ſit ita tamen ut Sept uageſimæ & Diez 
Cinerum inventæ in Januario aut Februario 
addatur unus Dies, Quod ideo fit quia ante 
Diem S. Matthiæ currit prior Litera Domi- 
nicalis quæ in Calendario Poſteriorem ſemper 
ſequitur: poſt Feſt um autem S. Mathize in Fe- 
bruario licet poſterior Littera currat additur 
tamen tunc dies intercalaris, ita ut dies 24 
Februarii dicatur 25, & dies 25 dicatur 26 
Cc. gr”. 
The ſame Rubrick is in a Brguiarium Romanum, 
2 Vol. 8yo Paris 1636. & Antwerp 4to 1615 and 
1625, | 3 wry 
8. Dr. Mocket in his Doctrina & Politia 
Eccleſia Anglicant, &c. 40 1617. in pap- 
161. which bears the Title of De Anno'&- 
Partibus ejus ſays, Quare in Anno Ouarto 
legendum eſt in Fine Men ſis February, vide- 
licet 25 die in Selle Literæ F. bis Mat. 
Mat. t fextus dies Cilendartm”* [inde 
Nomen Anno Biſſexto vel Biſſextiii bi. 
nominetur, propter diem illum Quarto *quogue 


Anno ibidem inſtrendum; unde puma er 


 duab:s illius Anni Literis Dom. ſervit gd 
Diem 24 Feb: Hund ad Anni Finem. 
{ This Dr. Mocket was Warden of All Souls Coll in 
the Univerſity of Oxford, and Chaplain to A. Bp. Ahbot, 


by whcſe Countenance and, Encouragement 
publiſted chis Politia, which, (as Dr. Hejlin ſays) 
, Wu + 1 > in 
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in his-Cyprianus Anglitus, or Life of 4. B. Laugd, pag. 
70. Ann. Dom. 1617. (tho' it was ſoon after Burnt 
for Reaſons which the Dr. there gives) was pul- 
liſh'd in a pious Zeal, for gaining Honour to the Church 
of England among Foreign Nations, and (as the Dr. 
owns) did give no ſmall Reputation to it beyond the 
Seas, This Politia contains the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, the Publick Catechiſms, the Thi 

Nine Articles, the Book of Ordination of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacont, and many Do#rinal Points, extracted our 
of the Book of Homilies ; together with Bp. Jewels“ 
Apology, Dean Nowel's Catechiſm, and his own Pe- 
litia, which was afterwards reprinted in 8vo. with 


| fome Pieces writ by Dr. Zouch. 


9. In a Common-Prayer-Book in the Bod- 

lei an Library at Oxford, printed in fol. 1627. 

| Loxd. in which the Golden Numbers are 
" | placd in a different Manner than uſually, 
ui 4 Days higher as in March, XIX. is 
ſet againſt the 1 Day, VIII. agaioſt 2, XVI. 
againſt 4, Cc. as they are in the Common- 
Prayer for the Uſe of the Church of &cot- 
land, fol. 1637. there is this Note in Wei- 
ting at the Bottom: of the Month of Februaty, 
An the Leap-Year the Increaſing Day is put 
into February, between the 23d and 
* 24th Day: For St. Matthias Day 5- 
Always accounted the Sixth Day before the 
© Cal. of March, and by this means St. 


e "* > 
* 


w Matthias“ Oap = made the 25h Day 
e | © of Febr. in a Leap-Year. © 
« TH D 10. George 


[81 
10. George Meritorf, Gent. in his No- 
menclatura Clericalis, or, The Toung Clerk's 
Vocabulary, 8vo. 1685. in Sect. 5. amongſt 
the Feaſt Days, making mention of St. Aat- 
thiar's Day, adds, This is always the 24th 


Day of February, unleſs it be Leap- Tear, 


and then it is the Five and Twentieth. 
11. Mr. Booker in his Tractatus Paſcha- 
lis, or, A Diſcourſe concerning the Holy 
_ Feaſt of Eaſter ; its Orig. nal, with Rules and 
Tables for the finding thereof, with the other 
Moveable Feaſts throughout the Tear, in both 
Accompts, Viz. according to the Engliſh Ac- 
compt, or the Old Stile, and the Roman, Gre- 
gorian, or Nem Stile, uſed in Foreign Parts 
for ever, $v0. 1664. p. 2, 13. ſpeaking of 
the ſupernumerary 6 Hours, which J Ain 
Ceſar obſerv'd in the Year, which every 4th 
Tear made a Day, ſays, that he added it to 
February, becauſe it is the ſhorteſt Month, 
and according to the Ancients, and our Church 
Accompt, the laſt Month, and this Day is gut 


in the 25th of February, in the Leap-Vear, 


or every 4th Year, and from thence the Heb- 
domarical or Week-Day Letters receive 4 
Change; and the Letter F is twice repeated, 
and St. Matthias Day is obſerv'd on the lat- 
ter F, whereas, in the Common Year, it i 
on the 24th of February, againſt which the 
Letter F always ſtands in the Calendar. ** 
whic 
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[9] 
which purpoſe there is an old Verſe : Biſſex- 
tum Sextæ, &c. | cited as above in Sect. 2. 
in the Extract from Durandus) ſo that 
we may obſerve the Jalian Year 5s two-fold, 
Common of 365 Days and Biſſextile or Leap 
Year of 366 Days, and it is called Biſlextile 
of Bis and Sex, becauſe the Sixth Calends of 
March is twice repeated, and this 6th Ca- 
lends of March, is always the 25th Day of 
February ; and in the Leap-Year, the 24th 
and 25th Day of February are counted but 
as one Day, viz. the 6th Calends of March, 
and the Dominical Leiter, which was in 
January ad all February before that Day, 
is changed into the preceding Alphabetical 
Letter, as this Year 1664 being Leap Year, 
the Dominical Letter in the Engliſh Account 
in January was C, and ſo is all January and + 
February ; but the next Sunday after St. 
Matthias. Day being the 28th of February. 
it is changed into B, and ſo ſerves for Sun- 
day Letter all the Year following; and yet 
the Letter A ends the Year and begins the 


Year, and thus it doth every Year : So then 


February may be calld Menſis Intercalaris, 
and the 25th Day thereof Dies Intercalaris. 
12 Mr. Collier in his Hiſtorical Di@40- 
nary in the Article Calendar, ipeakiag of the. 
Biſſextile, ſays, The Imercalary Day was to be 
inſerted in the Momb of February, ater the 
1 D 2 2 1th 
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24th of that Month, which the Romans, ac- 
cording to their way of Counting, call d the 
Grh of the Calends, and hence came the Word 
Biſſexrile , becauſe they ſaid twice Sexto 
Calendas; and in his Supplement, under the 
Article Biſſextile, he more largely explains 
himſelf, ſaying, That Julius Cæſar having 
obſerv'd that the Sun perform'd. his Annual 
Revolution in 365 Days and 6 Hours or 
ehereabouts, be order d a Day to be added 
every Fourth Tear, calling it by the Name of 
Biſſextilis, becauſe that Year there was Dies 
Biſ: ſextilis, i. e. The Sixth of the Calends of 
March were twice reckon'd, or put. upon two 
Days together: First, by computing backwaras, 
for the Four and Twentieth of February, which 
was then the Five and Twentieth, and the ſe- 
cond Time for the Day thrown in, which was 
then the Four and Twentieth, This Intercalary 
Day was clap'd in juſt after the Twenty Third 
of February, upon which they kept the Holy- 
Day of their Terminalia. 


13. Baſil Kennet in his Roman Antiqui- | 


ties, Part II, Ch. IX. ſpeaking of Julws 
Ceſar's altering the Calendar, ys that as 
to the 6 Hours, he order d them to be let alone 
till they made up 4 whole Day, and to every 4th 
Tear he put in the ſame Place where the Month 
us'd to be inſerted before [See Cenſorin, cap. 
I9-] and that was juiF 5 Days before the ” 
"5 0 
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F February, or next before the Sixth of the 


Calends of March. ME 
14. The Author of ehe Julian and Gregori- 
an Year, or the difference bet wixt the Old and 


New Stile, ſhewing that the Reformed Churches 


ſhonld not alter their Old Stile, but that the 


Romaniſts ſhould return to it, 4t0- 1700. 
ſays thus in page 1. The 7ulian Tear con ſiſted 
of 265 Days and 6 Hours ; bnt becauſe of 
the inconvenience of Inſerting of Six Hours 
at the End of every Tear, they were order'd 
to be reſerv'd to the End of 4 Years, when 
they came to a whole Day, and then to be in- 
ſerted at the 24th Day of February. For 
the Old Roman Year ended at Feb. 23, on 
which was ob ſer v d. the Feaſt of Ter minus, 
and the Old Intercalary Month was always 
inſerted at that Time: And becauſe the In- 
tercalary Days, (according to the Method of 
the Egyptians) were never accounted any part 
of the Month or Year, but only an Appendix 
to them, and Cato in Tit. Dig, ſſ. 98. ex- 


. preſly ſays of the Practice of the Romans, 


Menſem Intercalarem add ititium eſſe, ome 
neſque ejus dies pro momento temporis ob- 


ſervandos: Therefore the Romans in the Ju- 


lian Year, accounted the 24th Day of Febru- 
ary, that x, the 6th of the Calend« of Marck 
two Days together, which is the Reaſon that 
in our Calendar, Leap-Year 5s raled Biſſex- 
xi | : tile, 


F 


48 4 il 
tile, or the Year in which the 6th of the 


Calends of March came mwice over, or was 
continued for 2 Tears together: We in Eng- 


land having been very antiently Subjects of tbe 
Roman Empire -receiv'd the Julian Account; 
and purſuant to the Method of the Romans, 


our Parliament in the 215 Tear of Henry 
the III. paſs'd an Act, that in every Leap- 
Year thoſe Days at the 24th of February 


Fhould be accounted but for one, LN. B. This 


Act may be ſeen in the Preface to The True 


© Time of \Keeping St. Matthias's Day in 


© Leap-Tears ;, and the Reader is deſir'd to 
© take Notice, that in the laſt Line but 8 
© Tear is printed for Day, it being ſo by a 
© Miſtake in Keble. Nom, becauſe inthe Weſt- 
ſtern-Church, the Feaſt of Matthias hath 
been very antiently kept on the 24th Day of 
February, and there might a doubt ariſe 
about the true Day of this Feaſt in Leap- 
Year; the Rule that had been obſerv'd in 
that Matter, was to keep it on the ſecond of 
the / e two Days in Leap-Year, according to 
the Old Verſe: 


Poſteriore die Feſtum Celebrato Mathie. 


And on the ſecond Day we alſo kept it in 


England, till a few Years ſince it was alter'd 
by an Injunition ,of a late Arch-Biſhop, 
| : Lviz. 


1 


4. 4: of 
[viz.-A- B. Sancroft] who thought it not ſo 
agreeable to the laſt Act of Uniformity. 
15. The Author of the Clergy- Man 
Vade Mecum, 3d Edit. $vo 1709. Ch. 22. 
p. 197. ſays, That Pope Gregoy order d 
the Intercalary Day the 29th of February, 
to be omitted at the end of the enſuing 
Centuries, and to be retain d at the begining of 
the Ath. And by way of Note on February 29th 
he ſays, *Tis true act ording to the old Roman 
Calculation, the 25th was looł d upon as the 
Intercalary Day; and from thence the Leap- 
Year-was'call'd Biſſextile, viz, becauſe there 
were two Days call'd the 6th Day of.. the 
Cal. of March; the 24th was Sextus Calen- 
darum, the 25th Biſſextus. Some have ſup- 
poſed that therefore every Leap · Year the Feat 
o St. Matthies, who was 4, it were inter- 
calated among the. Apoſt les, is to be obſerved 
om the old lntercalary Day, viz. the aptb. 
Some Almanack Makers do ſo place it; bxt 
remember that A. Bp: Sancroſt publiſt d 
bi Reſcript ag aint: hem for. this Practise, 
A. D. 1684. acclaring that the Feat pf 
St. Matthias mas always to be kept on 4 
24th. C57 2 0 | 65" > wb 
16. In Monſ. Morery*s: Di&ionaire, H;- 
<ſftorique: par Monſ. Vaultrier, 4 Vol. fol. a 
Paris, 1907. the Article Biſſeæte, is as 
follows: Jour Intercalaire que l on oo 
70 e 


” 
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unn 
de quatre ant en quatre ans, pour accord Þ 
ann e civile avec le cours da Soleil. Jules 


Ceſar en ſut £ inventeur : car ayant ob. 


ſerus que le Soleil ache uoit fon cours naturel 
on amnuel en 365 jows & 6 heures ou environ, 
il fit ajouter un jour a chaque quatrieme anner, 
4 laquelle on donna le nam de Biſſexte des 

deu mots Larins bis ſexto, parce que les 


Nomains dans leur maniere de comprer les Jours 


'comptoir deue fois Sexto Calendas Martias, 
La premiere fois en retregradant pour te 24 de 

Fevrier qui devient alors le 25 & la ſeconde 
fois pour le jour inſert qui fait le 24. On 
donnoit place 4 ce jour intercalaire apres le 
23 Fevrier, qui eroit le Fete des Terminales. 
And under the Article Calendrier, ſpeak- 
ing of Soſjgener's reforming it by the ap- 
pointment of Julius Ceſar, he adds, Qui 
Apres avoir compoſe le Calendrier de 365 jours 
Ia les fox benves pour en faire un jour a 


* bout le 4 ans qui ſeroit ajouti dans le Nuit de 


Fevrier ant le 24 jour de ce Mois que les 
 » Romains appellbit le Stxieme des Galendes ſelan 
eur Maniere db Cęnpter, d. au eſt venk le 


Nom. de Biſſexte parce qu alors on diſait deu 


fois Sexto Calendas oz Bis Sexto. 


17. Bp. Beveridge in his Inſtitutiones Chro- 
nolog ira, Lib. 1. cap. 9. ſpeaking of the 
Intercalated Day every 4th Year, ſays, 
Dies iſte Intercalaris eodem in loco inſerendus 


ſuit 


uit gu 
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Menſir in Amn Pompiliand, G- 
poi7- Ferminatia ſove Feb. 23. CattrimFet- 
Eruarij 23. eſt 'ſeptimns 'Kealendas arts; 
Feb. 24. Stxtup "Kul. Aartij, hint off 
qu, anno interralari Sextus Kal. bis nume- 
retar unde non dies tantum ipſe,, ſe ed & tors 
annur Biſſextilis nominatur. | 


18. Monſ. Nondel, Royal Profeſſor df the 


\Mathematicks and Architecture, «a Member 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences, Camp- 
- Marſhal to the King's Army, Aud ' formerly 
Teacher of the Mathematicks to the Dauphin 
of FRANCE in his Hiſtoire du Calendyier Ro- 
main, 300 a Amſterdam, 1719. Livre III. c 

III. ſpeaking of Julius Ceſar's Repularitg 
the Cienidar, ſays; Et parce qu” it puſſoit es, ge" 
Pour oonſtam pur un fs Afrondiies, 

duvet annuelle du Cours du Soleil 307 
eiſement de 365 jours & 6 heures, il ſe 78 


ue dummer tont le tems de 365 jours a P annte 


de Jon Calendrier, laifſant les benre, juſqu a 
oe qu” au bout 4 4 ans ele- fiſent an jour 
entier pour etre alors aj out au autres par in- 
terealation; de ſorte que cette quatrie me 4 
wee fui nom pas de 363 jours comme les trois 
Autres; qu il appelloit communes mais bien de 
356 jours. Et comme par la premiere Inſti- 


tation. de Numa Pompilius /' Intercalation 


du Mois merce donius ſe faiſoit vers la fin 
1 Mois de Feyrier ; ce meme Soſigenes, ne 
I voulant 


Le | 
voulapt pus faire un'ſi grand C hangament en 
toutes les. Choſes prit par, ¶ ordre de Em 
reur le meme tems poui+h-; Inter calat ion de ide 
four qui tomboit en celui qu ili appelloit Regi- 
ium. parce que les Romain aubit autrefojs 
chaſe leurs Rois hors de Rome an meme jour, 
& qui ſuit une autre Fete appellee Termina- 
lia c'eſt @ dire au vint quatrieme de Fevrier, 
ou, pour parler a la maniert des Romains an 
VI. des Calendes de Mars. & parce que 
ce jour s appelloit le Second VI. des Calen- 
des que l on dit Biſſextus en Latin il eſt aii 
de voir que ce#t de Id que l anne dans laqueile 
ſe ſaiſoit cette Intercalation, ſut appelice 
Biſſexte, Biſſextile, a Intercalaire. 
19. Bartholomæus Gavantus in bis Tbe- 
ſaurus Sacrorum Rituum ſeu Commentaria in 
Rubricas Miſſalis & Breviarij Romani, 
Antw. 163 4. 4to. Tom 2. Sect. VII. Chap. 


4. Part 23. p. 144. where mention is made 
of the Vgilia S. Matthie, it is ſaid, In Anno 


Biſſextili in let ĩone Martyrologij transfertur 


Pronunt iatio hujus Vigilie & Feſti Sequentis: || 


ati dicitur in eodem Martyrclogio: And in 
- the next Paragraph, where there is an 

Account of Sr. Matthias s Day, it is ſaid, 
| LBuod autem in Fiſſextili Anno fiat Oſfictum 
die ſequenti 25 Alexander III. pregepie. [de 
Verb, Signific, cap. 14.] 


From 
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Abende 0 aention's' Colestiuus it 
evidently apptars, that the Hntrent Romans 
placd. their Biſſextilꝭ ot Intercalary Day juſt 
after the 2 3d Day. of February, as did thie 
Churth of Rome, both before and ſince the 
Cuunoil of Trent, and the Church of Eng- 
und both before and ſince the "Reformation, 
ill the Reviſion "pt" the Book of Common 
Prayer in 1661 à8 1 have ſhewn in the 
Conſerence. 


By reaſon of this Intercalary Day the Do- 


| minical Letter was. of courſe to 3 


(as, it is expreſly ſaid in the preceeding 
Collect ions) and the Zetter F. (that is the 
Lester d hichi in Common 175 tuns Terves for zbe 
zt Par) Jas in Leap- each be doubleds, 
but the Landering. Almanack- Makers have 
for the generality ſhewn but very little 
Regard; to theſe Rules, eſpecially the cele- 
brated Mr. Partridge, 'who- in his Alma- 
nack for the Tear 1692. has doubled the 
Lerter A. at February 26 and 27 in that 
far 1704. the Lester G. at February: 25 
and 26; and in that for 1708. the- Letter 
D at February 29 and March I. 1 
If it be objected, that by gur preſent Conſt 


 tution, we do unnecefſarily vary 10 hi, Point 


from Antient Uſage, we may urge by Way 
of Apology the Authority of Micro gus, 


who Pan *ppolyn " to be W on che 
| | e 96.600 
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von lant pas faire un ſi grand Changement. en 
toutes les Choſes prit par ordre de Empe- 
reur le meme tems poum i. Intercalat ion de ce 
jour qui tomboit en celui qu ils appelloit Regi- 
fugium. parce que les Roniains.avoit autrefois 
chaſe leurs Rois hors de Rome au meme jour, 
& qui ſuit une autre Fete appelice Termina- | 
lia c'eſt 4 dire au vint quatrième de Fevrier, 
ou, pour parler a la maniere des Romains au 
VI. des Calendes de Mars. & parce que 
ce jour s' appelloit le Second VI. des Calen- 
des que on dit Biſſextus en Latin il eſt aize 
de voir que ce de ld que  annee dans laquelle 
ſe ſaiſoit cette Intercalation, ut appelice 
Biſſex te, Biſſextile, on Intercalaire. a 
19. Bartholomæus Gavantus in bis The- |, 
ſaurus Sacrorum Rituum ſeu Commentaria in 
Rubricas Miſſalis & Breviarij Romani, 
Antw. 163 4. 4to. Tom 2. Sect. VII. Chap. 
4. Part 23. p. 144. where mention is made 
of the Vgilia S. Matthiæ, it is ſaid, In Anno 
Biſſextili in lei ĩone Martyrologij transfertur 
Pronuntiatio hujus Vigilia & Feſti Sequentts.; 
ati dicitur in eodem Martyrologio: And in 
- the next Paragraph, where there is an 
Account of Sr. Matthias's Day, it is ſaid, 
uod autem in Hiſſeætili Anno fiat Officrum 
die ſequenti 25 Alexander III. præcepit. [de 
Verb, Signific, cap. 14.3 


From 


\ 
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From the 2afors friention's Collebrions it 
evidently appears, that the Antient Romans 
plac'd their Biſſextilt or Intercalary Day juſt 
after the 23d Day of February, as did the 
Church of Rome, both before and ſince the 
Council of Trent, and the Church of Eng- 
{and both before and ſince the Ne 
till the Reviſion of the Book of Commom- 
Prayer in 1661, as 1 have ſhewn in the 
Conference. 
Hy reaſon of this Intercalary Day the Do- 
minical Letter was of courſe to be alter'd, 
(as. it is expreſly. ſaid in the preceeding 
Collections) and the Letter F. (that is the 
Letter which in Common Years ſerves for the 
zath Day) was in Leap- Tear to be doublid 
but the Blundering Almangck- Makers have 
for the generality ſhewn but very little 
Regard. to theſe Rules, eſpecially the.cele- 
braced Mr. Partridge, who: in his Alma- 
nack for the Tear 1692. has doubled the 
Lerter A. at February 26 and 27 in that 
for 1704. .the Letter G. ac February 25 
and 26; and in that ſor 1708. the Letter 
Dat February 29 and March 1. © 

If it be objected, that by our preſent Conſti- 


tution, we do onneceflarily vary io thts Point 


from Antient Uſage, we may urge by Way 
of Apology the Authority of Microligus, 
who plainly appoints it to be kept on the 


24th, 


n 
24th. and the Practice of the Greek church, 
which keeps St. Matthias's Day on Auguſi 
9, which is a far greater Variation, and a 
very ſmall degree of Neceſſuy is ſufficient for 
a deviation in ſo ſmall a Matter, which in 
this laſt there really was, viz. That it was 
entirely needleſs to trouble thePeople with 
a new Rubric, or even to continue an old 
one for a Nicety of fo ſmall moment. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
4 | 'HE READER is defired to fill up with 
his Pen the Three Gaps in the Note to 
Page 9 of this Conference, left thro” haſt ; the firſt 
with 1695. the ſecond with 363. and the third 
with 171. | a A n - JL 
Toei Publiſh'd by the ſame Author: 
- The Lawfulneſs and Right Manner of Keeping 
Chri al price 3d. 0% rn 
Ihe Rule for finding Eaſter in the Beok Com- 
mon- Prayer Explain d. Recommended as proper 
to be Bound with Common Prayer - Books, rick a 
Half- penny, or 3. per 1o0o0o. 
The Duty and Manner of Propagating the 
Goſpel ; ſhewn in a Sermon Preach'd at the Pa- 
riſh Church of St. Martin Out wich, and Poplar- 
Chapel, on May 27, 1711. (being Trinity-Sunday 
en the Reading the Queer's and Biſbop of London's 
Letters, requiring a Collection to be made the 
Week following, in the ſeveral Pagiſhes within 
the Bille of Mortality, for the Uſe of the Soriety for 
Propagating the Goſpel i Parts, price 3d. 
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